
 
 

Defending free expression and your right to know 
 
The mass media are assigned an important role in political campaigns on 
popular votes. As the holding of a referendum on a new constitution on March 
16 2013 approaches, the Media Monitoring Project Zimbabwe (MMPZ) will be 
carrying daily media updates on this momentous event until the day after the 
referendum results are announced. This is aimed primarily at establishing 
whether the media is communicating pertinent information to the public during 
the final referendum campaigns. For any views and comments, you can email 
us at monitors@mmpz.org.zw or sms us on our dedicated hotline cellphone 
number 0776 739 522. 
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Electronic media report for Sunday, March 17th, 2013 
 
 SUMMARY  
THE private electronic media carried nine reports on the constitutional 
referendum, held last Saturday. 
MMPZ was unable to monitor yesterday’s news and current affairs 
programmes on the national broadcaster, ZBC, because of internal technical 
difficulties.    
Five of the nine stories the private electronic media carried were on how the 
referendum had been conducted and the endorsement of the vote by regional 
observers and some senior government officials. 
The remaining four were on the post-referendum raid on the offices of Prime 
Minister Morgan Tsvangirai in Belgravia, Harare, by the police and the arrest 
of four senior officials and prominent human rights lawyer, Beatrice Mtetwa 
 
 
 



ADMINSTRATIVE ISSUES 

SADC observers endorse referendum  
REPORTS of regional election observers, the Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission (ZEC), and some government officials expressing satisfaction 
with how the referendum was held were the highlight of the private electronic 
media’s coverage of the administration of the vote. 
Among those who were reported endorsing the referendum were the SADC 
Election Observer Mission, the Electoral Commission Forum for SADC 
countries and Masvingo provincial governor Titus Maluleke (Star FM, 17/3, 
8pm).  
These reportedly praised government and the people of Zimbabwe for 
maintaining and observing “peace” and ZEC for “successfully organizing 
the referendum in a relatively short time and demonstrating a high 
degree of transparency throughout the process” (Star FM). 
But these observers were also reported recommending to ZEC that they 
address concerns raised by stakeholders noted during polling. These included 
“dispatching polling materials to stations on time and conducting more 
voter education” in future polls (Star FM).  
In other reports, ZEC chairperson Justice Rita Makarau was reported giving 
updates on the counting process at a Press conference in Harare (Star FM). 
She was reported promising to release results within five days, as provided for 
under the country’s electoral laws.  
While Star FM paid more attention to updates from ZEC and election 
observers on the voting process, SW Radio Africa and Studio 7 (17/3) 
focused on the post-referendum political crackdown by the authorities, which 
they argued did not augur well for government’s efforts to democratise the 
country and clean up Zimbabwe’s international image. 
These incidents included the raid of the PM’s offices and the arrest of five 
senior officials for unspecified offences, and human rights lawyer Beatrice 
Mtetwa for allegedly obstructing the course of justice. The MDC-T officials 
who were arrested are Principal Director in the PM’s Office Thabani Mpofu, 
Anna Muzvidziwa, Felix Matsinde, and Warship Dumba.    
The reason for the raid was unclear in the private electronic media. SW Radio 
Africa speculated that the police, “who did not have a search warrant”, 
were “said to have been looking for shortwave radios”. 
Mtetwa was reportedly arrested when she tried to make enquiries about 
Mpofu’s arrest (SW Radio Africa).  
SW Radio Africa reported an official with the Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human 
Rights, Jeremiah Bhamu, “castigating” the police for the arrests at a time 
when Zimbabwe is waiting for the referendum results: “My point is the 
timing itself was not the correct time to do so. Right now the focus was 
on the referendum on how free and fair it could be, they could have 
waited until the referendum results were out”.  
However, police spokesperson Charity Charamba was reported denying that 



Mtetwa’s arrest was politically motivated during a media briefing in Harare 
(SW Radio Africa).   
Charamba was quoted as saying Mtetwa “went beyond her legal mandate 
and shouted at police officers investigating at a crime scene”. 
Charamba said: “Where actually an offence has been committed it is not 
the police that commit the offence. Police in this case have responded 
because the law has been contravened, so there is no way it can be 
politically motivated persecution whatever you call it. Police are actually 
responding to credible information about offences that have been 
committed, so if people commit offences and then they start talking 
about persecution then it’s something else”. 
 

Print media report for Monday, March 18th, 2013 
 
SUMMARY  
THE print media carried 13 reports on the constitutional referendum that was 
held at the weekend. 
Of these, nine appeared in the private papers, while the remaining four were 
contained in the state-owned weekly, The Herald.  
Six of the 13 reports were updates on how the referendum was conducted.  
Three were analyses that looked at the difficulties that characterised 
formulating the new constitution due to politically entrenched interests in the 
country, and the public’s displeasure with the inclusive government as 
demonstrated by the alleged voter apathy that characterised polling in the 
referendum. 
The remaining four were on rights violations, related to the referendum. 
 

 ADMINSTRATIVE ISSUES 

ZEC commended for holding 
‘credible’ referendum  
ALL the print media reported domestic and regional election observers, and 
the US Embassy, commending the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) 
for holding a “credible” election, consistent with Zimbabwe’s enabling legal 
statutes and SADC Principles and Guidelines Governing Democratic 
Elections. 
Addressing journalists, senior government officials and ambassadors 
accredited to Zimbabwe yesterday (Sunday), Head of the SADC election 
observer mission Bernard Membe, who is also Tanzania’s Foreign Affairs 
Minister, said although there were concerns raised by some stakeholders, 



these were not of a sufficiently high magnitude as to discredit the process 
(The Herald, 18/3). 
The SADC election observer mission also commended ZEC for “its 
efficiency” by ensuring that polling started on time at most polling stations, 
while counting began immediately after voting had ended. The team also 
expressed satisfaction with the generally “peaceful atmosphere that 
prevailed”. 
All the papers reported the Electoral Commission Forum for SADC countries – 
an independent organization in which each country of the region is 
represented by its electoral management body – the Zimbabwe Election 
Support Network (ZESN) and the US Embassy, expressing similar sentiments 
(The Herald, Daily News & NewsDay).   
However, these groups were also reported expressing reservations with some 
logistical issues during polling. 
The SADC Election Observer Mission, for example, condemned “isolated 
cases of intimidation and harassment” during polling day and “urged law 
enforcement agents to objectively deal with the matters as they arise” 
(The Herald, 18/3).  
The mission also expressed concern over delays in the “timeous (sic) 
availability of resources to ZEC, possible apathy, insufficient copies of 
the draft Constitution, inadequate time for the electorate to acquaint 
themselves with the draft, polarized media, among other issues” (The 
Herald, 18/3). 
On the other hand, US Embassy indicated that it had received reports that 
“voters in some areas were instructed to vote at specific stations or to 
report to political party operatives after casting their vote” (The Herald, 
18/3). 
And ZEC deputy chairperson Joyce Kazembe was reported confirming some 
of the electoral shortcomings, such as the late and limited voter education 
exercise, which she blamed on inadequate funding, and the short period 
(eight days) accorded the exercise (The Herald 18/3). 
Although the official daily, The Herald, was the only paper to publish 
preliminary results of the referendum poll in some centres, it compromised its 
professionalism by exposing a bias towards President Mugabe’s ZANU PF 
party in its interpretation of the meaning of these preliminary voting patterns.  
In its front-page lead: ‘Yes’ vote heads for landslide, the paper corrupted an 
otherwise good piece of journalistic work with simplistic claims: “As the ZEC 
collates results of the watershed referendum held at the weekend, 
information filtering through indicates that most ZANU-PF strongholds 
in rural areas recorded a high turnout with the villagers overwhelmingly 
voting ‘Yes’”.  
In addition, it reported “analysts” arguing “if these results become a mirror 
image of the forthcoming harmonized elections, then ZANU-PF is poised 
for landslide victory.  MDC-T-controlled urban areas also voted in favour 
of the draft Constitution, but the turnout was disappointingly low in 
some areas”. 



Notably, no evidence was given in the story to support such claims. In fact, 
the report’s statistics appeared to show no particular high turnouts in areas 
currently controlled by ZANU PF MPs as compared to the “disappointingly” 
low turnouts in some areas held by MDC MPS. Samples of some of the 
preliminary results recorded by the paper show this (See Fig 1). 
 
Fig 1 Voter turnout per area as reported in The Herald 
Constituency Number of those who 

voted in referendum 
MP for area 

Gutu Central 12 771 MDC-T 

Gutu South 11 343 MDC-T 

Norton 18 479 MDC-T 

Zvishavane-Ngezi 18 422 ZANU PF 

Mberengwa North 17 294 ZANU PF 

Kuwadzana East 13 086 MDC-T 

Warren Park  16 676 MDC-T 

Beitbridge 12 700 ZANU PF 

Hwange Central 14 277 MDC-T 

Umguza  21 187 ZANU PF 

Insiza 21 552 ZANU PF 

Mangwe 11 739 MDC-N 

 
 

 RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
THE private papers reported some civic organizations alleging the arrest and 
harassment of their members, who were observing the referendum, by the 
police and suspected ZANU PF youths. 
These papers reported three such incidents. 
They included: 

• The harassment of two observers from Bulawayo Agenda and Youth 
Network for Alternative Development by police officers at Bulawayo’s 
TM Hyper Market for carrying a camera into a polling station 
(NewsDay, 18/3);  

• The arrest of a voter, Marshall Berejena, in Mashonaland East for 
recording the voting process (Daily News, 18/3). The Daily News 
reported ZEC chairperson Rita Makarau confirming this incident, 
saying Berejena had breached the Electoral Act by his action; and  



• The arrest of an unidentified voter in Harare, again for taking 
photographs at a polling station (The Herald, 18/3). Police 
spokesperson Charity Charamba was reported confirming the case. 
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