
 
Defending free expression and your right to know 

 

The mass media have a critical role to play during “election periods” acting as 
the main sources of information for the public about the prevailing political 
environment, the preparations for holding the elections, and about the political 
contestants themselves. As the holding of harmonised elections on July 31st 
2013 approaches, the Media Monitoring Project Zimbabwe (MMPZ) will be 
carrying daily media updates on this momentous event until the day after the 
election results are announced. The daily media updates monitor the output of 
the mainstream domestic print and electronic media relating to coverage of 
election issues. This is aimed primarily at establishing whether the media is 
communicating the information the public needs to make informed decisions 
when they go and vote – and whether they can vote freely. For any views and 
comments, you can email us at monitors@mmpz.org.zw 
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Daily Electronic Media Report for Monday, July 22nd 2013  
 

SUMMARY  
WITH no star ZANU PF rally today, the public broadcaster still focused on other 
ZANU PF rallies around the country, but gave the MDC-T more selectively 
negative coverage than usual. 

The announcement by Registrar-General Tobaiwa Mudede revealing that there 
are 6.4 million registered voters on the voters’ roll, also made some of the news 
bulletins, as did the fall-out over South African president, Jacob Zuma’s 
comments “apologizing” for the “regrettable” remarks on Zimbabwe’s political 
situation by Lindiwe Zulu, a member of his facilitation team. 

 
 



THE STATS 

 THE electronic media carried a total of 39 election-related stories in their news 
bulletins today. [Party campaigns 20, election administration issues 13, four 
reports on political violence, and two other election related news items].  

Of the 39 reports, ZBC, the public broadcaster, carried 19 election-related 
stories, (ZTV 14 and Spot FM five) 

The private radio stations carried seven stories [ZiFM three, Star FM two, Studio 
7 and SWRA one apiece]. 

The private electronic media carried three new reports of political violence.  

ZTV allocated 13 minutes 46sec to ZANU-PF activities in its main evening news 
bulletin, and gave MDC-T activities 9 minutes of negative coverage in four 
reports. 

 

 

CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES 

ZBC gives MDC-T negative exposure 
The national broadcaster’s news coverage of the political parties’ activities 
continued to be massively skewed in favour of ZANU PF, focusing on the party’s 
business in 10 promotional stories, while presenting the MDC-T’s activities in an 
exclusively negative light. 

The private radio stations aired six stories on the activities of the parties [ZiFM 
three, Star FM, Studio 7 and SW Radio Africa one each] 

 Generally, these media reported factually on all the main parties, although SW 
Radio Africa only reported on the fleet of expensive campaign vehicles acquired 
by ZANU PF, rather than their rallies and ZiFM only reported on the MDC-T’s 
rallies held over the weekend in their evening bulletin today (Monday).  

Studio 7 reported on the MDC-T’s Monday rally in Rusape where party leader 
Morgan Tsvangirai urged his supporters in Makoni Central constituency to vote 
for the party’s alliance partner, Simba Makoni of Mavambo/Dawn party. But they 
didn’t report on the friction this has caused. 

The ZTV and Spot FM bulletins were dominated by ZANU-PF rallies addressed 
by Vice-President Joice Mujuru, Local Government Minister Ignatius Chombo 
and the party’s aspiring candidates for local authorities, all expressing their 
confidence of a ZANU PF election victory.  

The public broadcaster’s radio and television bulletins reported Mujuru 
addressing rallies in Goromonzi West where she attacked the coalition 
government, saying it had caused people “much suffering” and condemned 
MDC-T Finance Minister, Tendai Biti for not releasing funds.  

Another report on ZTV provided a round-up of ZANU-PF rallies held nationwide. 



In a four-and-a-half minute report on the MDC-T’s weekend rallies, ZTV only 
reported that the party’s leader “contradicted himself (in Bulawayo) when he 
paid tribute to the fallen heroes and yet he has boycotted the burial of 
some national heroes.” 
In another of its four reports on the MDC-T, ZTV criticised the party’s claim that 
it would create a million jobs if it gets a chance to govern. Without presenting 
any evidence, the presenter simply stated “there have already been questions 
and doubts on how they would achieve the feat of creating a million 
jobs…Analysts say…the MDC-T manifesto remains political rhetoric with 
unrealistic targets.” 

SPOT FM reported National Indigenization and Economic Empowerment Board 
chairperson Retired General Mike Nyambuya announcing that President 
Mugabe was expected to hand out one million dollars before the end of the 
month to boost agricultural production in Manicaland. 

This was not viewed as vote-buying. 

ZiFM quoted Tsvangirai addressing a rally in Gweru challenging all the 
presidential candidates to a public debate, saying it would help Zimbabweans 
make an informed decision when they vote on July 31. 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

Mudede dismisses rigging  
NEWS of the day was Registrar-General Tobaiwa Mudede announcement that 
there were 6.4 million people on the voters’ roll – an increase of one million 
registered voters since the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission announced a 
voters’ roll of 5.4 million voters at the end of November last year. 

Mudede was reported announcing this figure on ZTV, Spot FM and Star FM. But 
only ZTV reported him dismissing claims by the MDC-T that the voters’ roll 
would be used to rig the month-end elections. 

He was reported saying, “the question of rigging through the voters roll is 
out” and warned people against relying on the voter registration online. 

The MDC-T and civil society organizations have questioned the integrity of the 
roll, pointing out that it is seriously flawed.  

SW Radio Africa only reported “sensational new evidence…of how ZANU PF 
plans to steal the election”, relying on a report published in a British Sunday 
newspaper, which had apparently accessed a “top secret dossier” that 
implicated an Israeli company, Nikuv International, with the help of the Chinese. 
But it provided no independent evidence for its claim that had initially been 
made by the MDC-T.  

 

 

 



In other reports the electronic media followed up on a statement by the South 
African president, Jacob, Zuma, who is also the SADC facilitator to Zimbabwe, 
regarding “regrettable” comments made by Lindiwe Zulu, a member of his 
technical team, and his international relations adviser following calls by 
President Mugabe to rein her in. 

While ZTV celebrated Zuma’s statement, accusing Zulu of failing “to recognize 
the sovereignty and independence of the country’ in their follow-up to its 
news story of the previous evening, SW Radio Africa reported the news for the 
first time, saying that President Zuma had “silenced a key member of his 
facilitation team” for “her outspoken and honest appraisal of the situation 
in Zimbabwe”. 
 

MEDIA ISSUES 
Studio 7 reported on the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission’s concerns over 
complaints received about the prevalence of inflammatory language emanating 
from politicians and media houses. 

ZiFM reported the Voluntary Media Council of Zimbabwe expressing its concern 
over partisan media coverage of political events by Zimbabwe’s mainstream 
media. 

 

POLITICAL VIOLENCE  
The electronic media carried three reports of political violence. ZBC carried one 
and SW Radio Africa reported two. 

Both ZTV and SPOT FM reported the injury of three supporters of an 
independent candidate and former MDC-T member, Amon Mukomondera after 
they clashed with MDC-T Glen View parliamentary candidate, Paul Madzore’s 
supporters in Glen View. 

SW Radio Africa reported the arrest of MDC-T parliamentary candidate for 
Bindura North, Elliot Pfebve on Friday in Mount Darwin for putting up posters of 
party President Morgan Tsvangirai.  

The station also reported that Zvimba police on Friday barred the Youth Agenda 
Trust (YAT) from hosting a sports tournament. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



POLITICAL ADVERTISING 

ZTV, Star FM & ZiFM continued to broadcast the MDC-T advert titled, it’s time 
for more. 
ZTV and Star FM aired the ZANU PF advertisement, “Vote Robert Gabriel 
Mugabe for President”.  
ZTV aired the ZANU PF advertisement for the Sakubva star rally on July 23. 

Spot FM continued to play ZANU PF continuity jingles. 
ZiFM also aired the ZANU PF indigenization and economic empowerment 
advert. 

Star FM continued to air MDC-T-sponsored advert ‘Your vote is your secret’ 

 

Current affairs programmes 
THE electronic media broadcast four election-related current affairs 
programmes. These appeared on ZTV and Star FM. 

ZTV broadcast two programmes; Media Watch, which featured Harare 
Polytechnic media lecturer, Peter Banga and economist Christopher Mugaga 
discussing the media’s coverage of elections and the economy; and  

The Candidate featuring MDC-N deputy President Edwin Mushoriwa. 

Star FM aired two programmes; Today in Politics reviewing the ZANU-PF and 
MDC-T rallies held in the past four days; and  

The Hub, featuring Patrick Zhuwawo (ZANU-PF), Obert Gutu (MDC-T) and 
Brighton Makunike (MDC) responding to the question ‘why l support my 
leader’.  
 
 
 

Print media report for Tuesday, July 23, 2013 
 
 SUMMARY 
OF ALL the papers, only NewsDay reported Local Government Minister Ignatius 
Chombo’s extraordinary directive to all councils to write off debts owed by 
residents for rates between February 2009 and June 30 2013 in the context of a 
vote-buying gimmick. In the report, comment was missing from “observers” who 
were identified as raising these concerns. 

Chombo’s order made it as the lead story in The Herald, while NewsDay and 
Daily News carried news of this unprecedented action on their inside pages. 

 

 



All papers carried Chombo’s comments blaming MDC-T for the challenges 
facing residents: “In an eloquent demonstration of their insensitivity to the 
plight of the poor, some urban local authorities, embarked on an 
unfettered disempowerment agenda by repossessing stands and houses 
from citizens who had outstanding bills”. 
This story, together with other election administration issues, such as a 
“reaffirmation” by the Registrar-General’s office that the voters’ roll contained 
about 6,4 million people out of a total 6,7 million eligible voters were the 
highlights in today’s papers. Follow-up reports on the special early voting 
exercise also featured.  

 

 THE STATS 

THE print media carried 36 reports on the harmonized elections, scheduled for 
July 31.  

Of these, 15 (42%) were contained in the state-owned daily, The Herald. The 
remaining 21 (58%) appeared in the private newspapers, NewsDay and The 
Daily News.  

Twelve were on the administration of the elections, while the remaining 21 were 
on party political activities.   

The papers carried three adverts on voter awareness. These were sponsored by 
the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (The Herald and NewsDay) and a civic 
organization, the Women’s Trust (the Daily News). NewsDay and the Daily 
News also carried two MDC-T campaign advertisements each. 

 

 

 

CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES 

Herald favours ZANU PF 
THE Press carried 21 reports on the campaign activities of all the parties, seven 
(33%) of which appeared in The Herald. 

NewsDay and the Daily News each carried seven of the remaining stories 

Of the seven reports in The Herald four were positive reports on ZANU PF’s 
campaigns and three reported on the MDC-T in a negative light. 

Apart from Chombo’s directive to rural and urban councils, The Herald also 
reported ZANU PF’s Emmerson Mnangagwa addressing a rally in Lalapanzi, 
Matabeleland, urging his audience not to “give away our heritage to 
foreigners. This is our wealth whether you like it or not.  
 

 



In the same spirit, the paper gave space to Vice-President Joice Mujuru in 
Gonono and Mushumbi urging the electorate to vote for Mugabe, “You should 
know who to vote for…President Mugabe wants ZANU PF to win and we 
don’t want to go back to Rhodesia”. 
The tone of The Herald’s negative reports on the MDC-T were clearly reflected 
in the paper’s headlines: Rein in Tsvangirai, ZEC urged, Tsvangirai must 
substantiate election-rigging claims, Elderly woman humiliates Tsvangirai in 
Rusape, and MDC-T defaces Masimirembwa’s posters. 

The paper’s distorted and inequitable coverage of the political parties’ campaign 
activities continued to violate regional principles and protocols on providing fair 
and balanced coverage of all contesting parties during an election period and 
section 160J of the Electoral Act, which guides the media’s conduct in covering 
elections. 

In contrast, some sections of the private press carried fair and balanced reports 
on the political parties’ activities. For example, NewsDay reported fairly on 
MDC-T leader Morgan Tsvangirai endorsing Mavambo leader Simba Makoni as 
the parliamentary candidate for Makoni Central ahead of his own party’s Patrick 
Sagandira. They also carried an interview with Sagandira exposing the dispute 
between the local party leadership and its executive. 

However, NewsDay’s lead story, ‘Mugabe ropes in own troops’, relied heavily on 
unnamed “highly placed sources” claiming President Mugabe was using his 
Presidential Guard to shift campaign regalia supplied by DRC - allegedly in 
exchange for ammunition – from Harare International Airport to his official State 
House residence. The paper reported ZANU PF spokesperson Rugare Gumbo 
dismissing the claims, saying the material came from “party friends”. 
 

 

 ELECTION ADMINISTRATION 

Voters’ Roll under the spotlight  
The Herald carried seven of the 12 reports (including comment and opinion 
pieces) the print media carried on election administration issues. 

It quoted Register-General, Tobaiwa Mudede declaring there was more than 
“6,4 million” registered voters, dismissing claims that his office sought to rig the 
elections using the voters’ roll. He was quoted saying, “We have invited 
political parties to come and inspect our system, they have come, they 
have gone without queries”. The report quoted Mudede defending the voters’ 
roll, and used this to dismiss claims from the MDC-T and a civil society 
organisation, the Research and Advocacy Unit, that it is flawed. The paper’s 
editorial comment demanded the MDC-T to substantiate its claims. 

Only the Daily News carried MDC-T concerns about the integrity of the voters’ 
roll, quoting the party’s secretary-general Tendai Biti saying, “We have 
frightening figures of some half a million people said to be 100 years old 
as well as some 1 million dead people still on the roll”. 



In its story headlined ‘ZEC grants special voters reprieve’, The Herald reported 
that security forces and civil servants who failed to vote under ZEC’s special 
early voting exercise would be allowed to vote with the rest of the electorate, 
contrary to earlier reports that the Electoral Act prevented them from doing so. 
Although the headline claims ZEC had already cleared the way for these people 
to vote, the story is missing any comment from ZEC itself and relies on 
unidentified “legal experts” claiming that “the Constitutional position is that 
it is the responsibility of the state to make sure that every person votes”. 
NewsDay also reported that ZEC had still not officially announced the number of 
uniformed forces and civil servants who voted under the special vote last week. 
The report argued that Justice Minister Chinamasa was not the authority after 
he claimed that 29 000 out of the 69 000 authorized to vote were able to do so. 

 

Political Violence 
The Herald carried one incident of political violence where three women aligned 
to former MDC-T aspiring legislator for Glen View South constituency Amon 
Mukomondera (now independent) were injured after they clashed with 
supporters linked to MDC-T parliamentary candidate Paul Madzore in Glen View 
3. 
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Harare, Tel: 263 4 741816 / 778115, Whatsapp: 0776 739 511, E-mail: monitors@mmpz.org.zw      
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