
 
Defending free expression and your right to know 

 

The mass media have a critical role to play during “election periods” acting 
as the main sources of information for the public about the prevailing 
political environment, the preparations for holding the elections, and about 
the political contestants themselves. As the holding of harmonised elections 
on July 31st 2013 approaches, the Media Monitoring Project Zimbabwe 
(MMPZ) will be carrying daily media updates on this momentous event until 
the day after the election results are announced. The daily media updates 
monitor the output of the mainstream domestic print and electronic media 
relating to coverage of election issues. This is aimed primarily at 
establishing whether the media is communicating the information the public 
needs to make informed decisions when they go and vote – and whether 
they can vote freely. For any views and comments, you can email us at 
monitors@mmpz.org.zw  
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Daily Electronic Media Report – Saturday August 3rd, 2013 

 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS RESULTS 

THE Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) last night announced the results 
of the 2013 harmonized elections, declaring President Mugabe the winner and 
duly elected President of the Republic of Zimbabwe. 

The ZANU PF presidential candidate garnered 2,110,434 votes, while his 
main challenger, Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai polled 1,172,349 votes. 
Welshman Ncube of the MDC came a distant third, with 92,637 votes. Dumiso 
Dabengwa of ZAPU came fourth, with 25,416 votes, while Kisinot Mukwazhi 
of the Zimbabwe Development Party obtained 9,931 votes.    



 

ELECTION AFTERMATH  

ZBC drums up support for elections 
THE national broadcaster, ZBC, flooded its news broadcasts with reports on 
regional and some international observers endorsing the controversial July 
31st national harmonized elections, resoundingly won by President Mugabe, 
while discrediting critics of the electoral process, particularly Prime Minister 
Tsvangirai and his MDC-T party.   
This was reflected in 13 (87%) of the 15 stories ZBC’s main evening television 
and Spot FM radio news bulletins carried. The remaining two were on the 
announcement of the presidential election result by ZEC chairperson Justice 
Rita Makarau.  

After the announcement of the results, ZTV’s Reuben Barwe interviewed 
Tsvangirai’s election agent Obert Gutu, who refused to sign off the form 
certifying acceptance of the results by all competing parties because his party 
“will not legitimize this monumental fraud. The refusal symbolizes the 
MDC’s total rejection and total contempt of the farce”.  

“To us it’s actually a joke, the joke of the decade…My President Morgan 
Tsvangirai made it very clear that this election is a sham, a farce, this 
election is null and void”, the former Chisipite Senator said. 

The EU head of delegation, Aldo Dell’Ariccia was also quoted on ZTV saying, 
“The European Union takes note of the announced results of elections 
in Zimbabwe and the assessment of SADC and the AU. It would like to 
thank both organizations for the positive role they played in the run-up 
to the elections and throughout the electoral process”. 
Speaking at the same occasion, ZTV also quoted Mugabe’s election agent, 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, saying: “I feel very, very happy that the process 
has gone as expected. I am very happy to be representing my principal 
R.G. Mugabe”.  
In an attempt to emphasise the extent of support for the elections, ZBC 
saturated the bulletin with comments from a variety of Zimbabweans, as well 
as regional and some international observers, all endorsing the polls as free, 
fair and credible.   
Among them were ZANU PF and its allies, as well as traditional leaders, 
churches, the SADC Parliamentary Forum observer mission, the Namibian 
observer mission, and the COMESA observer mission.   

In one report, ZTV quoted the head of the Namibian observer mission, Peya 
Mushelenga, urging the MDC-T leader to “accept the outcome of the polls 
and respect the will of the people”.  
According to ZBC, Mushelenga’s remarks followed Tsvangirai’s refusal to 
meet the SADC high-level observer team on August 2nd. 

 



Mushelenga told ZBC that “acceptance of the results by a losing 
opponent is a virtue for a real statesman and will earn him the respect of 
Zimbabweans, the region and Africa as a whole”. 

Said  Mushelenga:  “We are saying to Mr Tsvangirai you should accept 
the will of the people, they voted and the reality is that the will of the 
majority should be respected”. 

Mushelenga noted that Zimbabweans had conducted themselves with 
maturity and high levels of discipline. 
ZBC also reported the COMESA observer mission expressing satisfaction 
with the country’s polls, saying they were held in an atmosphere of peace and 
tranquility. 
Addressing journalists in the capital this morning, the leader of the Comesa 
observer mission, Bethuel Kiplagat urged the political leaders to continue with 
the same spirit of tolerance and to pursue legally established channels to 
resolve any disputes that may arise in relation to the outcome of the elections. 

ZTV also covered a Press conference by Tsvangirai at his Highlands home, 
where he declared that his party would soon challenge the election results in 
court, which he claimed were rigged by ZANU PF using state machinery. 

ZTV reported Tsvangirai indicating that his party had resolved to exhaust all 
legal means available to seek justice, but ironically “castigated the same 
courts he will be approaching saying the recent appointments of the 
judges a few days before the elections was unconstitutional, hence his 
party has no faith in them”. 
Tsvangirai added that his national executive had decided that all its winning 
candidates would not participate in any national institutions, which included 
Parliament, as doing so would be endorsing an illegitimate outcome. 
Asked whether an MDC-T victory would be the only result that would prove 
the credibility and fairness of Zimbabwean elections, “the outgoing Prime 
Minister was evasive and maintained that his party had tonnes of 
evidence to prove that the elections were rigged”, ZBC reported.  

The private radio stations also reported ZANU PF and other parties, and 
regional observers, expressing their views on the elections. 
In addition, they reported some sections of the international community 
expressing serious concern over the manner in which the elections were held. 

Studio 7, for example, reported the US complaining that the election results 
announced by ZEC “do not reflect the will of the people”.   

In a statement, the US State Department said the people of Zimbabwe should 
be commended for rejecting violence and showing their commitment to the 
democratic process. 

“But make no mistake. In light of substantial electoral irregularities 
reported by domestic and regional observers, the United States does 
not believe that the results announced today represent a credible 
expression of the will of the Zimbabwean people”, read part of the 
statement. 



The statement indicated that although the US was prevented from monitoring 
the elections, “the balance of evidence indicates that Saturday’s 
announcement was the culmination of a deeply flawed process”. 

It added: “There were irregularities in the provision and composition of 
the voters’ roll. The parties had unequal access to state media. The 
security sector did not safeguard the electoral process on an even-
handed basis. And the government failed to implement the political 
reforms mandated by Zimbabwe’s new constitution, the Global Political 
Agreement, and the region”. 

This statement was contained in one of the 11 reports the private radios 
carried on the elections. 
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Print Media report for Sunday, August 4th , 2013  
 
SUMMARY 
ALTHOUGH the declaration of the details outlining the extent of the 
“resounding” victory to ZANU PF and its presidential candidate, Robert 
Mugabe, was headline news today, The Daily News on Sunday carried an 
ominous story reporting that the winning party was already planning to “clean 
up” the country’s new Constitution.  

All the papers reported that the ZANU PF leader had garnered 61.09 percent 
of the presidential vote compared to Morgan Tsvangirai’s 33.94 percent.  

News of Mugabe’s victory was extensively covered in The Sunday Mail whose 
tone was celebratory. Some of the reports sought to rub the victory in the face 
of ZANU PF’s adversaries. This was summed up by one headline which read, 
‘Who has the last laugh? … as President Mugabe outfoxes US and UK … and 
floors the embattled Morgan’.  
In the private press, the mood was sombre, as news of Mugabe’s victory did 
not get the praise of the government-run weekly, The Daily News on Sunday’s 
banner headline was, ‘IT’S A CRISIS’, while The Standard gave the story a 
factual headline, ‘Mugabe gets another mandate to rule’. 

In other developments, the press reported that ZANU PF was already looking 
past the elections, as Justice Minister Patrick Chinamasa revealed that ZANU 
PF was already planning to make changes to the new Constitution and that 
ZANU PF members were “jostling for cabinet posts”,  



The MDC-T and its leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, still reeling from the “shock” 
result, vowed to approach the electoral courts, SADC and the AU to plead its 
case that the polls were a “monumental fraud”. 
 

 

THE STATS… 

The print media carried 44 election-related reports 

Of these, 30 (68%) appeared in the private newspapers, the Daily News on 
Sunday (18) and The Standard (12). The remaining 14 (32%) were captured 
in The Sunday Mail. 

All reports were on the aftermath of the July 31 general elections. 

There were two Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) notices. The Herald 
carried a notice of the presidential poll results while; The Daily News on 
Sunday carried a notice about recounting of votes in Mudzi South and 
Tsholotsho North constituencies.  

 

 

Press reflects mixed reaction 
to ZANU PF victory 
The much-anticipated election results were received with mixed emotions by 
the country’s polarized press.  
All the papers revealed that Robert Mugabe acquired 2,110,484 (61.09%) 
votes, while rival, Morgan Tsvangirai, raked in 1,172,349 (33.94%) votes. The 
other three contenders, Welshman Ncube, Dumiso Dabengwa and Kisinoti 
Mukwazhe got the remaining 127,984 (4,7%) of the votes. Even though they 
all revealed the statistics of the presidential poll, the way the papers 
addressed the issue was conflicting. 
The Sunday Mail basked in Mugabe’s victory continuing the public press’ 
triumphant tone. The paper dedicated five stories, including its front page and 
leader page, to reports of Mugabe’s win, which it interpreted as an 
endorsement of Mugabe and ZANU PF by the people. This is captured in a 
comment, which stated, “Henceforth let friend and foe alike know where 
the people of Zimbabwe stand”.  
The paper also flaunted the ZANU PF victory. For example, one analysis 
noted, “Well, the real President Mugabe who has outsmarted Britain, 
America and all their friends, who has outsmarted some rebels in ZANU 
PF and has put MDC-T under lock and key, took a back seat and went to 
work”. 
 



Contrary to the buoyant reportage in the state-owned weekly, the private 
press presented a gloomy mood, which hammered home the point that 
Mugabe’s victory had cast a cloud over Zimbabwe’s future. The Daily News 
on Sunday quoted Morgan Tsvangirai saying the country was in “mourning” 
while The Standard conducted a snap survey, which showed that Bulawayo 
was in a “sombre mood after Mugabe’s victory”. These negative 
sentiments were censored in The Sunday Mail. 

Instead of celebrating Mugabe’s victory, the private newspapers focused on 
the implications of the result of the poll and continued to expose electoral 
irregularities that were “rampant” during the July 31 polls.  

The private press also enlisted the opinions of economists who weighed in on 
the significance of Mugabe victory and how it would impact on the country’s 
economic future. The Daily News on Sunday quoted renowned economist, 
John Robertson saying that Mugabe’s victory will “indeed bleed the 
economy” and “discourage investors”. In another report, entitled “ZANU 
PF’s policies will derail economy,‘ The Standard reported that if the 
shortcomings of the indigenisation policy were not addressed, a liquidity crisis 
would ensue due to a lack of foreign direct investment.  

The Daily News on Sunday carried 11 reports which highlighted election-
related irregularities. This was done through comments from civic groups, 
diplomats and politicians who witnessed electoral infringements during the 
polls. MDC leader Morgan Tsvangirai is cited in The Standard saying, “We 
are rejecting the elections and have resolved to approach the AU and 
SADC for absolution”. In The Daily News on Sunday, Matthew Neuhaus, 
Australia’s Ambassador to Zimbabwe, concurred, saying he had witnessed “a 
farcical election”, which, he said, “wasn’t credible and fair”. 
While the MDC-T was still in denial over its loss to ZANU PF, the ‘new’ ruling 
party had already moved on, as it was reported to have initiated plans to 
reinforce its authority. Justice Minister Patrick Chinamasa was quoted in The 
Daily News on Sunday saying, “The new constitution will need cleaning 
up”. With a more than two-thirds majority in Parliament and the presidency 
under its control, ZANU PF now has the capacity to amend the constitution. 
The Standard also reported that, ZANU PF members had already started 
scrambling for cabinet posts after vacancies opened up with the impending 
exit of opposition ministers who had been in cabinet under the former 
Government of National Unity. 

 
For statistical evidence of the media’s coverage of political party campaigns, please    
feel free to contact us or view MMPZ’s daily reports on the media’s coverage of the     
election process on our website http://www.mmpz.org/      
      
The Media Monitoring Project Zimbabwe (MMPZ) was founded to promote freedom     
of expression and responsible journalism in Zimbabwe.      
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