
 
Defending free expression and your right to know 

 

The mass media have a critical role to play during “election periods” acting 
as the main sources of information for the public about the prevailing 
political environment, the preparations for holding the elections, and about 
the political contestants themselves. As the holding of harmonised elections 
on July 31st 2013 approaches, the Media Monitoring Project Zimbabwe 
(MMPZ) will be carrying daily media updates on this momentous event until 
the day after the election results are announced. The daily media updates 
monitor the output of the mainstream domestic print and electronic media 
relating to coverage of election issues. This is aimed primarily at 
establishing whether the media is communicating the information the public 
needs to make informed decisions when they go and vote – and whether 
they can vote freely. For any views and comments, you can email us at 
monitors@mmpz.org.zw  
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Electronic media report for Sunday, July 14th, 2013 
 
SUMMARY 
THE electronic media carried 19 reports on harmonized national elections to 
be held on July 31st. 
Of these, 12 (63%) appeared on the national broadcaster, ZBC, with ZTV and 
Spot FM carrying six stories each.  
Private radio stations aired the remaining seven (37%).  
Fourteen (74%) of the 19 reports were on party campaign activities.  
The rest (five) were on the administration of the elections. 
 
 



 
 

 CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES 

ZBC bias continues to 
contaminate its bulletins 
THE electronic media carried 13 reports on the campaign activities of 
Zimbabwe’s two main ruling parties, MDC-T and ZANU PF, and the 
opposition ZAPU. 
Of these, eight (62%) appeared on the national broadcaster, ZBC [ZTV (five) 
and Spot FM (three)]. The remaining five were broadcast by private radio 
stations.  
Four of the eight reports that appeared on ZBC were on the MDC-T. Three 
covered the campaigns of ZANU PF, while the remaining one focused on 
ZAPU.  
The report on ZAPU was about the launch of its campaign manifesto in 
Harare (ZTV, 14/7, 8pm). It was balanced.  
The report largely provided details about ZAPU’s manifesto, which was 
“premised on the need to bring accountability, fight corruption and the 
full implementation of the concept of devolution”. 
It reported Dabengwa dismissing concerns that his party’s alliance with the 
MDC-N was tribal and regional: “Those allegations have absolutely got no 
bearing at all”.   
Three of the four stories on the MDC-T were blatantly negative.  
These portrayed the party mostly as “corrupt and inefficient” at local 
government level and exhibiting “dictatorial tendencies”, citing, among 
others, the suspension of some of the party’s aspiring candidates such as 
Felix Mafa and Aaron Chinhara (ZTV, 14/7, 8pm).    
The remaining one was also negative because it narrowly focused on 
Tsvangirai’s call to MDC-T members “to desist from all forms of hate 
speech and (threats of) violence”, while addressing thousands of party 
supporters at Sakubva Stadium in Mutare. It ignored the main thrust of his 
speech about promising to create jobs and resuscitating the economy. 
Tsvangirai’s warning to his party’s members was ZTV’s only focus, suggesting 
the party had violent tendencies. The Prime Minister was reacting to 
comments by MDC-T youth leaders, Solomon Madzore and Promise 
Mkwananzi, who had been reported making inflammatory statements at 
different rallies in the same week. 
ZTV used a clip of Madzore speaking at Marondera and another of Douglas 
Mwonzora saying that his comments were taken out of context and then 
presented Tsvangirai’s Sakubva comments as contradicting this opinion. This 
report was given two minutes in the bulletin, while the report on Mugabe’s 



rally received five minutes. In contrast to Mugabe’s rally in Marange, ZTV 
never gave viewers an accurate impression of the size of the attendance at 
Sakubva, keeping a relatively close focus on Tsvangirai, whereas ZTV’s 
footage of Mugabe’s rally repeatedly panned across the entire expanse of his 
cheering supporters. 
 All three stories on ZANU PF portrayed the party positively.  
ZANU PF was reported as heading for a “landslide victory” on the strength 
of its alleged popularity and sound policies such as the black economic 
empowerment programme and its “principled” stand against Western 
imperialism (ZTV, 14/7, 8pm). 
 
 

POLITICAL ADVERTISING 

ZBC airing political advertisements 
masquerading as editorial comment 
The national broadcaster, ZTV, broadcast eight adverts during the three-hour 
prime-time period covering Newshour. Five of these were clearly identified as 
MDC-T adverts. But on three occasions these were immediately followed by 
unidentified “adverts” all mocking and discrediting Prime Minister Tsvangirai 
and his MDC-T party for, among other things, womanizing and lacking policy 
direction. ZiFM carried a similar “advert” featuring intemperate comments 
allegedly made by MDC-T secretary-general, Tendai Biti, which ended by 
urging listeners to say, “Let’s say no to the vulgar speakers”.  
But the identity of the advertiser in all the “mystery” adverts was never 
disclosed, and nor were they clearly identified as advertisements, a clear 
violation of clause 160H (1) (c) of the Electoral Commissions Act, which states 
that each and every advertisement must be clearly identified as such.  
As it stands, these unidentified advertisements on ZTV (which are also being 
flighted on Spot FM and Radio Zimbabwe) can only be ascribed to editorial 
comment by the national public broadcaster and therefore exposes its blatant 
bias against the MDC-T party, a violation of SADC and the African Union’s 
principals and protocols on providing fair and equitable coverage of all 
contesting parties, not to mention Zimbabwe’s own laws governing the 
conduct of the media during elections.  
MMPZ calls upon the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission to demand that these 
advertisements masquerading as editorial comment are clearly identified as 
advertisements and that the advertisers themselves are also clearly identified. 
Such unprofessional conduct from the national broadcaster is unacceptable 
and must be stopped with immediate effect 

 
 
 



Print media report for Monday, July 15th, 2013 
 
SUMMARY 
THE print media carried 49 reports on the harmonized elections, to be held on 
July 31st.  
Of these, 31 (63%) appeared in the private newspapers, while the remaining 
18 were contained in the state-owned dailies.  
Thirty-two (65%) of the 49 reports were on campaign activities of the political 
parties, while 14 (29%) were on the administration of the vote.   
The remaining three were reports on politically motivated violence. 
 
 

CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES 

Different perspectives  
emerge in print media 
THE print media carried 32 reports on the campaign activities of all the 
parties, 21 (66%) of which appeared in the private Press. 
The remaining 11 were published in The Herald.   
Of the 11 stories The Herald carried on the parties’ campaigns, six (55%) 
vilified Prime Minister Tsvangirai’s MDC party, while the other five portrayed 
ZANU PF in favourable light.  
The activities of other parties, including the Welshman Ncube-led MDC 
formation, were not publicised. 
The Herald’s biased coverage of the political parties’ activities violated 
Section 160J of Zimbabwe’s Electoral Amendment Act, compelling it to 
ensure that “all political parties and candidates are treated equitably in 
their news media, in regards to the extent, timing and prominence of the 
coverage accorded to them”, and that “political parties and candidates 
are afforded a reasonable right of reply to any allegations made in their 
news media that are claimed by the political parties or candidates 
concerned to be false”.  
All the reports on the MDC-T depicted the party as “inconsistent” and 
“confused” and on the verge of collapse due to “divisions” and 
“defections”.  
These also presented the MDC-T as collaborating with their alleged “Western 
masters” to sabotage the country’s progress, especially economic 
empowerment programmes.   
In one such case, The Herald (15/7) reported ZANU PF’s Gutu South National 
Assembly candidate Paul Chimedza “castigating” the MDC-T for “inviting” 



and “underestimating the impact of the ruinous illegal economic 
sanctions imposed on Zimbabwe by Western countries that cost the 
economy US$42 billion over the past 12 years”. 
Chimedza said this while speaking at a debate comprising aspiring candidates 
from ZANU PF and the MDC-T organized by the Zimbabwe Union of 
Journalists’ Masvingo chapter. 
Thirteen of the 14-paragraph report was devoted to Chimedza’s comments 
and those of ZANU PF Masvingo Urban National Assembly candidate Daniel 
Shumba, while suffocating contributions by speakers from the MDC-T. 
The paper relegated to the last paragraph comments by MDC-T Masvingo 
Urban National Assembly candidate Tongai Matutu that the economic 
problems affecting the country were caused by ZANU-PF’s poor governance 
and allegations by his Masvingo West counterpart, Takanai Mureyi, that 
Zimbabweans were not free.  
In contrast, The Herald reported President Mugabe and his ZANU PF party as 
having effective and lasting solutions for Zimbabwe’s problems, citing the land 
and indigenization programmes.  
The private papers gave a balanced presentation of the activities of 
Zimbabwe’s two main parties. 
Not only did they assess the strengths and weaknesses of ZANU PF and the 
MDC-T’s policies, but they also analyzed their prospects of winning the 
elections. 
The private papers also gave the smaller parties such as the MDC-N and 
ZAPU the opportunity to articulate their policies. 
 

ADMINSTRATIVE ISSUES 

Chaos characterizes special voting  
THE private print media reported chaos and confusion as having marred the 
casting of ballots in the two-day special voting for members of the security 
forces and civil servants who will assist the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission 
(ZEC) during harmonized elections on July 31st. 
Special voting, which replaced postal ballots used in previous elections, is 
done in terms of Section 81A of the Electoral Act (Chapter 2:13).  It is meant 
to afford those on duty on voting day the chance to cast their vote, and is held 
at least 16 days before polling day. 
The papers reported police officers and soldiers as having started casting 
their special ballots on July 14th “in a process characterized by delays and 
shortages of ballot papers”, a move NewsDay (15/7) viewed as having 
raised “doubts over ZEC’s ability to run credible polls later this month”. 
According to NewsDay, most polling stations in Harare opened at 7am with 
thousands of police officers waiting to cast their votes while most of the 
stations had no ballot papers. In Kuwadzana, by 3:30pm no votes had been 
cast as the ballot papers were said to be too few, the paper reported. 



At one polling station at Kwekwe High School, 203 ballot envelopes were 
reportedly delivered with 703 police officers having been registered. 
In Masvingo and Zvishavane, by 5pm, the special voting exercise had not yet 
started due to lack of ballot papers, while by afternoon voting was yet to 
commence in Marondera. 
NewsDay reported ZEC commissioners and the police confirming and 
expressing concern over these problems.   
The paper also reported Prime Minister Tsvangirai’s MDC formation and the 
other one led by Industry Minister Welshman Ncube, questioning ZEC’s ability 
to cope with millions of registered voters countrywide when it had been 
overwhelmed by “only about 70 000 police officers”. 
Although The Herald (15/7) gave prominence to problems that characterized 
ZEC’s special voting process, the official daily suppressed the extent of the 
problem. Neither did it view the problems as an indictment on the electoral 
authority’s ability to conduct a credible vote on July 31st.   
The Herald mostly relied on comments by ZEC officials who attributed the 
problems, especially the late printing of ballots, on the filing of cases by some 
losing candidates – mainly from the MDC formations – contesting the results 
of the Nomination Court. 
As a result, a day before the special voting started on July 13th, the 
commission was reportedly still not clear on which candidates to put on the 
ballot papers. 
 

POLITICAL ADVERTISING 
THE print media carried six political party advertisements. 

All of these appeared in the private Press, and were inserted by the MDC-T. 
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