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 SUMMARY 
FOR the first time since the start of the election campaign, the national public 
broadcaster, ZTV, did not give President Mugabe’s rallies hours of live 
coverage in its daily programming. Instead though, it suffocated its main 
evening news bulletin today with promotional stories about ZANU PF’s rallies 
around the country in nine of its 12 reports in its 40-minute news section. 

Only news about the arrival of the African Union observer delegation, led by 
the AU Commission chairperson, Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, found a corner in 
its bulletin, together with a report about the Constitutional Court’s decision to 
hear the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission’s application seeking to allow those 
who failed to vote during the Special Vote exercise, a second chance to 
participate.  

The MDC-T rallies in Murehwa and Kotwa were also given a special negative 
mention.  
 
 

 THE STATS 
DUE to technical problems, MMPZ was unable to record Spot FM’s prime-
time broadcasts and main evening news bulletin. 
The electronic media carried a total of 32 election-related stories. [Party 
campaigns 17, administrative issues 14, and one on human rights abuses].  
Of the 32 reports, the public broadcaster, ZTV, aired 14 election-related 
stories. The private radio stations carried 18 stories. [SW Radio Africa; seven, 
Star FM and ZiFM; four apiece, and Studio 7; three]. 
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Thirteen of the 17 reports on campaigns were on ZANU PF, [ZTV 10] and the 
private radios three, [ZiFM two, and Star FM one]. 
On administrative issues, ZTV carried three stories and the private media 11, 
[SW Radio Africa; six, Star FM and Studio7; two apiece, and ZiFM; one]. 
The only report on human rights abuses appeared on SW Radio Africa. 
There were three current affairs programmes, all on the locally-based private 
radio stations [ZiFM; two and Star FM; one]. 
ZTV allocated 33 minutes 08 seconds to ZANU-PF campaign activities in the 
40-minute news section of its main evening news bulletin, while allocating just 
2 minutes 56 seconds to the activities of its main political rival, the MDC-T. 

 

 

 CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES 

ZBC steps up the propaganda 
ZTV’s slavish devotion to promoting ZANU PF’s election fortunes exceeded 
even its own massively biased standards in today’s evening news bulletin, 
dedicating more than 33 minutes of its 40-minute bulletin to favourable 
coverage of the party’s political campaign activities in nine stories.  

Only a three-minute swipe at the MDC-T’s low turnout rallies in Murehwa and 
Kotwa, and two other 90-second items about the administrative issues of the 
2013 elections, interrupted the propaganda for ZANU PF in the “news” section 
ZTV’s bulletin this evening. 
But the need to give the party “that little extra support” in its news bulletin 
might have arisen due to the fact that – for the first time in the campaign – the 
so-called national public broadcaster did not give President Mugabe’s rallies 
in Norton and Zvimba today any live coverage. 

This bulletin, more than any other MMPZ has monitored in the past 10 days, 
demonstrates beyond a shadow of doubt ZBC’s utter contempt for the 
country’s Electoral Act [Chapter 2:13] Part XXIB section 160J (a) that calls for 
the news media to treat all political parties and candidates equitably in regard 
“to the extent, timing and prominence of the coverage accorded to 
them” (political parties and candidates).  

In addition, while ZTV’s reports on the rallies of Mugabe and Vice-President 
Joice Mujuru were contemporary (among the others it revisited in the bulletin), 
the report on the MDC-T’s rallies was from the previous day (Tuesday). The 
station simply ignored Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai’s address to his 
supporters in Chikomba today. 
SW Radio Africa reported widespread intimidation against MDC-T supporters 
by ZANU PF youths at the MDC-T’s Kotwa and Murehwa rallies, which had 
resulted in poor attendances.  
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ZTV quoted Tsvangirai saying, “Presently, in the rural areas, it’s not a 
surprise…to hear traditional leaders threatening their subjects…should 
they attend Tsvangirai rallies. To all traditional leaders, know that the 
sun will rise (and) I shall come back here…as the country’s president 
and will convene all traditional leaders and ask them where they stand.” 
But ZTV deliberately distorted this statement when the presenter introduced 
the news item, saying: “Tsvangirai threatens to deal with traditional 
leaders if elected”. 
In contrast the local private stations made an effort to give roughly equal 
coverage of the country’s two main political parties by providing factual 
reports of their activities in their five reports. However, Studio 7 and SW Radio 
Africa only reported on the MDC-T’s activities. 

 

 

 ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

ZEC running out of time 
AS the election countdown enters its final week, reports in the electronic 
media suggested that the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission still has its work 
cut out if it is to run a successful election. 
For example, all the media reported on a variety of challenges, including 
confusion over election funding, controversy over the voters’ roll and ZEC’s 
efforts to give a second chance to those who were unable to vote during its 
special early voting exercise.  

While SW Radio Africa reported Justice Minister Patrick Chinamasa as saying 
recently that government had secured enough funds for elections, the station 
also reported Finance Minister Tendai Biti saying the country still needed 
more than $80 million. 

ZiFM also quoted ZEC’s member in charge of finance, Bessie Fadzai 
Nhandara, saying her organization had only received $58 million of the $133 
million required to run the event successfully. 

SW Radio Africa reported that ZEC had not yet given political parties and 
accredited observers copies of a final national consolidated voters’ roll. 
Political parties are obliged to inspect and audit the voters’ roll and sign off the 
one to be used for elections. 
All the media reported that the Constitutional Court would rule on ZEC’s 
Special Vote case on Friday. Studio 7 reported lawyers Chris Mhike and 
Terrence Hussein explaining that ZEC’s application faced serious legal 
challenges.  

Other election administration reports included the arrival of the AU observer 
delegation.  
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Political violence  
SW Radio Africa reported that during the MDC-T rallies in Mashonaland East, 
ZANU PF supporters went round the venues “threatening to deal with 
anyone” seen attending the rallies, and that vendors and shopkeepers were 
ordered not to sell airtime or food to anybody wearing an MDC-T shirt. 
 
 
 
 
 
 POLITICAL ADVERTISING 

ZTV and Star FM continued to broadcast the same ZANU PF and MDC-T 
adverts. They carried 15 on both parties [ZTV - ZANU PF (five), MDC-T 
(four)]. Star FM carried three for ZANU PF and two for MDC-T, and one voter 
education advert from ZEC. 

To add to ZTV’s news bias, the station has re-introduced the continuity videos 
of the pro-ZANU PF Mbare Chimurenga Choir praising ZANU PF and its 
presidential candidate. They were played three times in the three-hour prime-
time period monitored by MMPZ, each one lasting about three minutes. 

 ZiFM also played an apolitical jingle encouraging a peaceful election.   

 
 

 Current affairs Programmes 
ZiFM and Star FM broadcast three election-related current affairs 
programmes.  

ZiFM carried an hour-long live debate entitled, ‘Feya Feya Campaign’ 
featuring three panellists Patrick Zhuwawo (ZANU PF), MDC-T national 
organising secretary, Nelson Chamisa, and the MDC-N’s deputy president, 
Edwin Mushoriwa, discussing their parties’ manifestos. 
ZiFM also aired its 30-minte 16/35 with Ruvheneko Parirenyatwa, whose 
guests were two ZANU PF Harare constituency candidates and members of 
the Gushungo 8 (G8) group, discussing indigenisation and the group’s 
political activities. 

STAR FM carried one current affairs event ‘The Hub’ that discussed the legal 
statutes that govern the media during election time. The guests included 
MMPZ’s Edson Madondo, Zimbabwe Media Commissioner Chris Mhike, and 
Nomsa Nkala, deputy editor of The Sunday Mail. 
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************************************************** 
 

Print Media report for Thursday, July 25th, 2013 

 

SUMMARY 
A WEEK before elections the print media continued to give mixed 
assessments on the country’s readiness for its national elections next week. 
The print media gave a vague picture on the issue of the African Union’s head 
of mission Olusegun Obasanjo being allowed into the country to lead the AU’s 
observation of the elections.   

Notably, The Herald’s front-page report highlighted the AU’s satisfaction with 
the poll preparations. The paper also gave prominence to President Mugabe’s 
anti–West statements at his Norton rally. 

The Daily News continued to allocate space to analysts weighing the chances 
of ZANU PF scoring a victory in Wednesday’s election. For instance, analyst 
Ibbo Mandaza expressed concerns about the probability of ZANU PF using its 
“rigging machinery” to help its party leader Robert Mugabe win the poll. 

With just six days to go, the print media have continued to cover 
administrative issues which range from the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission’s 
announcements on the printing and distribution of ballot papers, and a special 
vote application to the Constitutional Court.  

THE STATS 
The print media carried 41 stories on the harmonised elections set in six days. 

Of these, 25 (61%) appeared in the private newspapers, NewsDay and the 
Daily News. The remaining 16 (39%) were captured in the state-owned daily, 
The Herald. 

Twenty (48%) of the 41 stories were on party political activities and 11 (27%) 
were administrative issues. The remaining reports were on political violence 
and election-related court reports. 

In total the private dailies carried 14 advertisements. Newsday and the Daily 
News each had three political party adverts; two were from the MDC-T and 
one for ZANU PF.  

ZEC inserted voter educational adverts in both the private papers, in addition 
to publishing a supplement listing the wards where “the sealing of special 
and postal ballot boxes” were due to be conducted.  

Both NewsDay and the Daily News carried adverts and statements from civic 
organisations encouraging free and fair elections.  
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 CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES 

Grace gets space to discredit MDC-T 
The state-owned Herald carried 12 stories on party activities. Out of these, 
nine gave favourable publicity to ZANU PF; two portrayed the MDC-T and 
(one) the MDC-N in a negative light. 

Collectively, the public and private Press carried 20 reports on party activities; 
NewsDay (three), the Daily News (five) and The Herald (12). 

The Herald continued to give positive and optimistic coverage to ZANU PF 
activities, such as its story headlined; “ZANU PF set to sweep Masvingo 
clean”. The paper also didn’t miss the chance to quote President Mugabe 
attacking and misrepresenting the West, saying that Western nations wanted 
to “destabilize the elections”. He said Zimbabwe did not want to be puppets 
of the white man (“hatidi kuva zvimbwasungata zvemabhunu”).  

Notably, an emerging trend in the state-owned paper is the increasing 
editorial space and prominence allocated to Grace Mugabe’s activities and 
statements during rallies. For example, in the report of her address at a 
primary school in Zvimba, she claimed the people had shunned the MDC-T 
leader’s rallies in Mashonaland East. However, NewsDay (24/7) reported that 
the people had been threatened and warned not to attend. 

The two MDC-T reports that The Herald carried, aimed to portray it as an 
unpopular party. For example, through reference to an incident that happened 
over the weekend, the paper highlighted that “the Western sponsored” 
party had failed to conduct its rally after clashing for space with an apostolic 
sect. 

The Herald censored reports on the MDC-T rally in Chikomba, Mashonaland 
East. However, NewsDay did cover this. Its report captured excerpts of 
Tsvangirai’s speech, which touched on what the MDC-T claimed was ZANU 
PF’s rigging in the previous elections. In the same report, the paper included 
extracts of Mugabe’s Norton rally, quoting him exonerating Tsvangirai from 
recurring accusations of adultery by his wife, Grace. Mugabe was quoted 
saying, “Even in Cabinet, I have adulterous members…if you are 
indulging in such activities why mock Tsvangirai?”  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

It’s all sunshine and roses for ZEC 
The Herald continued to give a picture that all was well with regard to the 
Zimbabwe Electoral Commission’s election preparations. 
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Their lead story, “AU happy with Zim poll preps” celebrated AU chair 
Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma’s statement that “all was well and as of now 
everything is proceeding well” and this was based on reports from the 
observer teams that are already in the country. In another sensationally 
headlined report, “EU commends ZEC on special vote” the European Union 
ambassador to Zimbabwe, Aldo Dell’Ariccia, was quoted commending ZEC 
for remaining calm despite the challenges during the special vote.  

Both the Herald and NewsDay reported the Constitutional Court’s ruling that 
ZEC’s application concerning those that had failed to vote was urgent and that 
the matter would be heard tomorrow (Friday). NewsDay (24/7) had quoted 
experts dismissing the urgency.  

The Daily News raised concerns on the election-funding situation. In its 
editorial comment the paper queried where the money would come from given 
that the country was broke and that diamonds have not started bringing in 
significant revenue. The paper concluded that despite all the blame that 
different parties might level against each other over the unsuccessful special 
voting exercise, “it is a public secret that it all boils down to money.”  

The three dailies all reported the imminent arrival of the AU head of mission, 
former Nigerian president Olusegun Obasanjo, after the arrival of other 
observer teams and members of the AU observer mission. The NewsDay 
report speculated that there might be attempts to block Obasanjo from coming 
into the country. NewsDay quoted Dlamini-Zuma saying, “if he is allowed he 
will come” without enlightening its readers over why there should be any 
doubt about allowing Obasanjo into the country. Only the Daily News briefly 
attempted clarity over speculation stating that the shadowy Zimbabwean-run 
Pan African Forum had rejected Obasanjo’s appointment to the AU mission 
on the grounds that this could lead to “an Egypt-style scenario”. However, 
there was no further analysis on why Obasanjo might be a catalyst for such a 
scenario.  

 

POLITICAL ADVERTISING 
It is interesting how an MDC-T advert under the theme Lest we forget, recalls 
images of the 2008 election violence, whereas the ZANU PF advert uses a 
picture of the colonial era oppression. 

 

Political Violence 
The Daily News carried one incident of political violence where ZANU PF 
youths led by a retired soldier Chishaka, were reported to have disrupted a 
social soccer match organized by a local youth group. The ZANU PF youths 
were reported to be going around the town intimidating people not to attend 
the match. 
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 MEDIA ISSUES 

NewsDay reported on the use of hate speech in media coverage. The paper 
quoted MMPZ research coordinator Eric Matingo indicating that the main 
carrier of hate speech was the state owned media.  

MMPZ condemns the use of hate language and reiterates that the media have 
an important role to play in ensuring that their columnists do not indulge in 
such vitriolic and intimidating commentaries that promote violence and 
intolerance, and that where such language is used by politicians the media 
should name and shame offenders to discourage others. 
 
Circulated by the Media Monitoring Project Zimbabwe, 9 Knight Bruce Road, Milton Park,      
Harare, Tel: 263 4 741816 / 778115, Whatsapp: 0776 739 522, E-mail:  
monitors@mmpz.org.zw         
      
Feel free to write to MMPZ. We may not be able to respond to everything, but we will look at      
each message.  For previous MMPZ reports, statements and more information about the      
Project, please visit our website at http://www.mmpz.org/     
     
 


