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Marondera

Residents fume at Minister’s appointment 

of special interests Councilors

Residents have castigated the Minister Chombo for trying to maintain his heavy control of Council operations by appointing people who are loyal to him alone and not to the residents. 

Minister Chombo generated an outcry from residents after he appointed the 2008 ZANUPF losing candidates as special interests Councilors. The Secretary for the Zimbabwe United Residents Association (ZURA) Mr. Ruzvidzo, said that these ‘special interests’ Councilors do not even have the technical know-how to assist the Council technical team. He said that their special interests are that of the Minister. 

Residents protested against the move at the Council offices but the elected Councilors could not support the protest as they had been threatened with dismissal if they were found to be on the wrong side of the Minister’s directive. Mr. Ruzvidzo said that the Urban Council’ Act gives too much power to the Minister and this has rendered both residents and the elected Councilors powerless. Residents pointed out that the Minister is running Local Government as if it is his own private entity. 

There are also reports from Marondera that have indicated that some of the senior Council officials are actually well known members of ZANU PF district structures. Residents have castigated the heavy politicization of local government offices saying that this is the main reason why service delivery continues to collapse as focus is being placed on political campaigns rather than serving the people.  

Council human resource audit

Marondera Town Council also conducted a human resource audit which revealed that some unqualified personnel were engaged just before Councilors were sworn in after the harmonised elections. This has seriously depleted Council resources as Council has had to recruit more people who are qualified to compliment the unqualified personnel. Most of these people are the youths who used to engage in political violence during the 2008 elections. The Councilors had sought to relieve these people of their duties but the Minister was against it. 

Chitungwiza

Fired Councilors being labelled as ‘Minister’s friends’

The Councilors who were fired from the MDC-T party have been labelled by residents as friends of Minister Chombo due to the growing support they continue to receive from the controversial Minister since from the time they were fired from their political party. Some residents have actually alleged that some of the Councilors are considering joining ZANU PF so as to be on the good side of the Minister. Residents have said the main reason for this behaviour by Councilors is to cover up for their unprocedural acquisition of housing stands at a time when the Chitungwiza Town Council is hardly keeping up with an ever growing housing waiting list. It has been revealed that a couple of the Councilors are afraid of being found on the wrong side of the law when investigation reports into their conduct come out.

Service delivery

Residents have raised concern at the poor quality of water saying that it is not safe for domestic use. Water shortages continue to persist in areas like Seke Unit A, B, G and parts of Unit F which have gone for more than six months without any water supplies. The City of Harare has also worsened the situation by disconnecting water for outstanding bills. Areas that have been most affected by the disconnection exercise are Unit M, D, L, P and O. 


CHRA is the Secretariat of the National Residents Associations Consultative Forum (NRACF). The Association is committed to advocating for good and transparent local governance as well lobbying for quality and affordable municipal services on a non partisan basis.
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 City of Harare directs water disconnections to industries





The Harare City Council has been disconnecting water to industrial companies that have outstanding water bills. Light industries in the Graniteside, area are the most affected; a situation that has negatively impacted on the productivity of the said industries. Industrial workers who spoke to CHRA expressed their disappointment at what the Council had done saying that the toilets at their places of work have become a health time-bomb due to water shortages. 


This exercise comes hardly a week after the city of Harare decided to combine water bills with those of other services like refuse collection and housing charges. This move has seen most bills, both domestic and commercial, skyrocketing by more than 100%. Most domestic bills are within the range of $300-$500 while commercial bills range from $500-$1000. Residents who have fallen into this predicament are those who partially paid their bills due to the failure by the City of Harare to deliver some services e.g. refuse collection and road maintenance. 











The Gweru Residents Association (GURA) will be conducting a march to raise awareness on HIV/AIDS prevention on the 22nd of May 2010. The March will be conducted in the city centre from 9am to 12pm. The march will also be in solidarity with residents who have been affected and infected with HIV/AIDS. 





Kambuzuma








Section 3 experienced water cuts for the whole day on Sunday   from 6am to around 5pm. Residents  in  Section  2  and  West hood  continue  to  experience  water  problems  as  they  are  situated  on  high level ground. The  water  pressure  is  low  and  at  times  there  is  no  water  at all.  Water bills are ranging from $10 to$12. The City Council   has been disconnecting water for defaulters.  


Refuse was only collected once during the past two weeks.  


Power  cuts  have been  occurring  on  a  daily  basis  during  the  week  from  5am  to  around  10 pm at  night .


Mabvuku


The New Stands area near Lafarge Cement is still experiencing acute water shortages. A survey that was made by CHRA revealed that, although other parts of Mabvuku and Tafara are getting regular water supplies, the New Stands area has not yet been delivered from dry spells. Residents who live in Chivake, Mupfure, Rwenya, Hunyani, Mutuwa and Shashe streets sometimes go for two weeks without water. There was actually no water during the time when CHRA was interviewing residents. The Chairperson for Mabvuku ward 19, Joseline Manyeruke, said that the problem is affecting women the most as well as girl children as they are the ones who have to go and look for water. There nearest borehole is at a place called Crocs which is about a kilometre away. 


Mabelreign


Water supplies have improved since last week especially in the Sentosa area as well as Zambezi flats which had been experiencing dry spells for months. There is a burst sewer pipe at Block one Zambezi Flats and residents have said that children are in danger of contracting diarrhoea from the raw sewer if the situation is not attended to urgently.




































































QUOTE OF THE WEEK


Truth is the glue that holds government together. Compromise is the oil that makes governments go. Gerald R. Ford
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