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INTRODUCTION

Both Houses of Parliament resumed sitting yesterday, Tuesday 9 November
2010. The House of Assembly debated the National Security Council
Amendment Bill and the reply to the Presidential Speech motion, which
generated heated debate in the House. The Senate debated and adopted
the motion on reply to the Presidential Speech. This motion was carried
over from the previous session.

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY PLENARY

Reply to the Presidential Speech Motion

Debating the motion in reply to the presidential speech, Hon Maxwell Dube
(MDC-M Tsholotsho South) called upon government to establish a truth and
reconciliation commission to deal with human rights abuses in Matabeleland
that happened in the early 80s, commonly known as Gukurahundi atrocities.
He took a swipe at the National Healing and Reintegration Organ for failing
in its mandate.

Hon Jeffryson Chitando (MDC-T Masvingo Central) argued that for as long as
there was disrespect for the Global Political Agreement, torture and
intimidation of citizens and no rule of law, there was no reason to call for
the lifting of sanctions.

Hon Felix Sibanda (MDC- T  Magwegwe) said there was need to revisit the
land reform programme as it had been carried out on political basis. He also
stressed the need for members to critically analyze the presidential speech
and not to just praise it.

Hon Betty Chikava (ZANU PF Mount Darwin East) urged government to attach
great importance in supporting women in the areas of agriculture and
mining as they were capable of contributing to the economic growth.

Hon Edward Raradza (ZANU PF Muzarabani South) stressed the need for MPs
to desist from shooting down each others views purely on political grounds
but urged Members to debate issues in a constructive manner. Hon Margaret
Zinyemba (ZANU PF Mazowe South) lent her support to Hon. Raradza’s
contribution as she appealed to Members to take parliamentary sessions
seriously as they had a mandate from their constituencies to debate on
important matters and not to engage in bickering and heckling as it was not
progressive.
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Legislation Update

The House of Assembly debated and passed the National Security Council
Amendment Bill. The Bill seeks to amend the principal Act [Chapter 11:22]
mainly to make Ministers responsible for National Security and Prison
Service, members of the Zimbabwe National Security Council. This therefore
means that Hon. Sydney Sekeramayi and Hon. Patrick Chinamasa will be
members of the Zimbabwe National Security Council. The National Security
Council Act was one of the strongly negotiated pieces of legislation during
the inter-political party talks that led to the inclusive government.  Hence
there was political balance in terms of the membership to the Zimbabwe
National Security Council. However, through this Bill, ZANU PF has managed
to sneak in two extra members. It is, at this moment, not clear the political
mischief this amendment seeks to achieve.

SENATE PLENARY

The Senate wound up and adopted the motion on reply to the Presidential
Speech. This motion was carried over from the previous session. However,
Senate was forced to end its business for the day abruptly as MDC Senators
demonstrated against the presence in the House of the Matabeleland North
Governor, Hon. Sithokozile Mathuthu.

MDC Senators said they did not recognize her because her appointment and
the rest of other governors was done ultra vires the Constitution by
President Mugabe. The MDC Senators vowed that as long the governors
attended the Senate sittings, they would disrupt the proceedings. It remains
to be seen how this political standoff will pan out.

COMMITTEES

Portfolio Committee on Justice Legal Constitutional and Parliamentary
Affairs

The Minister for Constitutional and Parliamentary Affairs, Hon. Adv. Eric
Matinenga appeared before the committee on Justice Legal and
Parliamentary Affairs. He had been called to clear the air on the
Constituency Development Fund (CDF) and the welfare of legislators. Hon.
Muchauraya raised concern regarding the inclusion of District Administrators
in the administration of the fund and argued that it was stalling progress as
some D.A.s were not cooperative. He gave an example of the D.A. of his
area whom he said had instructed ZANU PF councillors to stop working with
him as he was an MDC parliamentarian. He stated that the D.A. had said
they would resume work only if they were granted clearance to work with
him at the December ZANU PF Conference. The Minister reiterated that this
was a very unfortunate development and the MP should go ahead and work
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with those who were willing to work with him. He also mentioned that there
was a general feeling that the fund was an MDC fund hence the reluctance
by some people to get involved.
 
The Minister also informed the Committee that the reason why his Ministry
was disbursing $19 000 only to each constituency, at the moment, was
because it was the amount which had been so far availed by treasury. He
further informed the committee that treasury had made an undertaking to
avail the remaining $31 000 for each constituency before the end of the
current budget year.
 
Upon enquiry by the Committee on the welfare of legislators, the Minister
responded by saying that he sympathized with their plight because he was
also a Member of Parliament.  He informed the Committee that according to
Statutory Instrument Number 55/2010, the welfare of legislators fell under
the purview of the Public Service hence his ministry was not responsible.

Portfolio Committee on Local Government Rural and Urban Development

The Committee received oral evidence from the City of Harare’s
Department of Water Works on the challenges faced by the local authority
in running an efficient water supply service. Representing the Department
were; Engineer Zvobgo  (Director Harare Water), Mr.   Kusangaya
(Finance Director) and Mr. Chivhuzhe (Workers’ Union). The officials made
the following oral submissions to the Committee;

• Power outages greatly inconvenience the department as no water can
be treated.

• Water is in short supply as currently only half the required amount is
available.

• There is an urgent need for chemicals because the water is highly
polluted thus the water quality is very poor.

• Since the introduction of the consolidated bill which does not
separate the amounts for water, rates and refuse collection, the
water department has been suffering as it has lost total control of its
finances.

• The City of Harare in general is relying on revenue from water for its
salaries and upkeep hence its reluctance to allow the water
department to handle its own finances.

• The combined bill was meant to ease financial pressure on the city of
Harare as it is incapable of generating its own revenue.

• The workers want a customer oriented policy not the current
situation where the customer is sacrificed for hefty salaries.

• Infrastructure at the water department is collapsing and not being
repaired due to unavailability of funds which funds are being divided
by the city.

• Revenue collected from water should be ploughed back into the
water department.



SAPST makes every effort to ensure reliable information, but cannot take legal responsibility for information
supplied.www.sapst.org

5

• The committee enquired on who exactly manages the water
department and was in control of finances. Engineer Zvobgo informed
the committee that he only handled the technical aspect of the
department as the financial aspect was the repose of the town
treasurer. He lamented that his inability to influence financial
decisions resulted in problems such as bursts and leakages taking too
long to be attended to at the expense of consumers.

• The Engineer informed the committee that the town clerk has the
power to allocate funds at his discretion thus he was at the center of
the problem because he was milking the department funds.

• Engineer Zvogbo went on to say that transparency was lacking at the
city of Harare because the town clerk can give financial instructions
over the telephone with no written record to follow it up. This in turn
encourages abuse of funds.

• He further stated that there was a management crisis at the city of
Harare which needed urgent attention.

• There is need for separation of bills in the billing system so that the
water department can collect and get what it is entitled to which will
result in improved service delivery.

• Engineer Zvobgo said UNICEF was still providing the department with
water treatment chemicals. He went on to say that a big disaster
would ensue if UNICEF was to pull out because under the current
arrangement the department had no capacity to purchase the
required chemicals.


