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When preparing the balance sheet on the 
performance of Parliament in the just ended 
session, one would see that there is more on 
the debit side than the credit side. In most 
cases, the Honourable members spent time 
focusing on unimportant issues. This  was a 
huge YAWN for most Zimbabweans. The hopes 
are on more focused debate next time but with 
the calibre of Members of Parliament one is 
forgiven to remain hopeless.

it brings under 
scrutiny the quality 
of our legislators, if 
they cant express 
themselves like this, 
what happens of 
those thick- volume 
documents they are 
supposed to 
handle? -  Sharon 
Tawuya

Parliament has failed to deliver on 
the new constitution, no laws have 
been repealed, the government still 
has an unaccountable expenditure 
habit and parliament with 
exception of a few committees 
has largely remained a rubber 
stamp for the executive decisions.

? ?
?

?

So many 
Questions

NO 
Answers
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Village Observer

Plato, arguing many centuries ago, grappled 
with the question we face today: Who should 
rule? And by extension, How. Plato's thesis 
was to have a few ruling many. This was a 
response to the then Athenian democracy 
where issues were argued at a public square. 
Anyone could raise or contribute issues. In 
other words, Plato was for representative 
democracy. Something we have in parliament 
today. However, if Plato were to suddenly 
appear in Zimbabwe today, I doubt if the 
representative democracy he advocated is 
what we are witnessing today. If anything, the 
Parliament has become the square of the 
Athenian democracy where instead of the 
“elected” officials speaking on behalf of the 
people that chose them, they are speaking of 
anything that comes to their heads. The 
results are there for all of us to see. We have a 
dysfunctional parliament to be harsh. Take a 
look at what was achieved by Parly since 1980. 
Is it the best that we expected from the 
Honourable Members? Can we not have 
more informed debate, let alone correct 
grammar. English is our second language and 
we are not very fluent. But is it not proper to 
use a language that not only comes naturally 

to you but also make sure that your 
expressions are put forward 
correctly? My friend, Matigari, was 
having a field day laughing at me. He 
had an old torn Hansard, we could 
not make the date, but our village 
analysis showed that it is post 2008 
as the names contained showed. He 
was looking at each page, laughing. 
“Even if I do not read, I can tell from 
the interjections, that nothing is 
coming out here,” he said. We 
counted three interjections on one 
column. Not intelligent but run off 
the mill type which we do not 
entertain even at the local drinking 
hole. Is this the Parliament we think 
will produce good laws as well as 
watch the other pillars of the state? 
Then it dawned to me that the 
reason why we may have problems 
with some of the laws can be a result 
of the sleeping MPs. They may be 
wide awake but only open their 
mouths to make unnecessary 
interjections. This then brought me 
to reading Plato. The questions he 
raised in those works written for him 

or about him. Who should 
lead/rule. Should we, as 
the people of Zimbabwe, 
surrender all we have in 
terms of democratic rights 
to these jokers? When 
shouldwe say enough is 
enough and how? Should 
we wait for elections? Or 
the current constitution 
should have a recall 
clause? Do we think the 
current constitutional 
path, led by Parliament, 
will OK a recall clause? 
Was it ever mentioned. 
Then we will have to 
grapple with the second 
question: How should 
they rule? The problem is 
that we may not address 
this one for as long as we 
have not fully addressed 
the first on who should 
rule. It seems in 
Zimbabwe, we are stuck 
on the first question.  

Dangerous times, Lax Behaviour
Prince Tongogara
Zimbabwe is living in dangerous 
times. Politicians can no longer be 
trusted as the country enters the 
proverbial ‘silly season’. A season 
that is defined by political 
grandstanding as each political 
party plays its cards with eyes 
fixed on the looming elections.
The situation even becomes more 
dangerous when coalition partners 
for one reason or the other would 
start giving reasons why they 
failed to deliver their 2008 GPA 
promises. It remains pertinent at 
this juncture to stop and reflect 

what these promises were.

The February 2009 coalition 
government was incepted on four 
promises (i) the writing of a new 
people driven constitution (ii) repeal 
and amendment of obnoxious laws 
such as Posa, Aippa and BSA, (iii) 
usher a new accountable government 
very responsible with national budget 
and (iv) a parliament that would 
scrutinize and keep an eye on 
government expenditure.
Four years down the line nothing 
much has changed besides the 
economic stabilization brought about 
by dollarization. Nothing else has 
changed. Parliament has failed to 
deliver on the new constitution, no 
laws have been repealed, the 
government still has an unaccountable 

expenditure habit and parliament with exception 
of a few committees has largely remained a 
rubber stamp for the executive decisions.
The gravy train has continued to roll on. Mps, 
ministers and senior civil servants continue to 
enjoy the plush perks inconsistent with the 
performance of the economy. More money than 
spent on education for instance has been spent 
on multiple foreign junkets, acquisition of luxury 
vehicles and construction of plushy homes for 
the premiers.
Taking into consideration the afore-mentioned, 
one cannot but draw a conclusion that 
parliament the ‘people’s representatives’ have 
shortchanged the electorate. The parties and 
politicians have once again proven that power is 
sought for parochial self-interest than for the 
greater good of the state.
I cannot resist the temptation to indulge once 

to page 4
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Using Social Media to Monitor Parly 
PMTZ’’s  facebook group Parliamentary Monitor is an interactive virtual public gallery where instead of being 

spectators, citizens raise issues and seek solutions. As part of the integration of the social media platform and 

this e-newsletter, we take excerpts of some of the posts on the facebook   group and share with others.   

Feedback? info@pmtz.org 

Clarkson Mambo
?"We need SANITATION in the 
cotton sector," so said one 
Honourable MP. Hameno kuti 
zvakafanana here na"Sanity" 
pamwe ndini ndisingazive
Like · · Follow post · 19 hours 
ago near Harare
Ricky Munyaradzi Mukonza and 
2 others like this.
Sharon Tawuya chirungu ichi 
chakauya nengarava veduwee  19 
hours ago · LikeKudzai Kuwaza 
Chinonzi chirungu 19 hours ago 
· Like 

Taungana B. Ndoro It sounds 
like we need sanitary pads from 
the cotton sector!
  19 hours ago · Like · 2

 Ricky Munyaradzi Mukonza 
Thats the problem with poorly 
expressing your idea, it becomes 
open to many interpretations 
19 hours ago · Like
 Clarkson Mambo ?@ Tau - 
kikikikikiki. Wandikuvadza
   19 hours ago · Like
 
Whitlaw Tanyanyiwa Mugwiji 
i think Zimbabweans focus on 
petty issues people need to 
understand that this is our 
second language , i am a 
younger generation but i must 
admit that i am not fully able to 

express myself in this language just 
as much as i can in my native 
mother tongue.
     19 hours ago · Like · 1
   Sharon Tawuya i stand to be 
corrected but this is not a petty 
issue, it brings under scrutiny the 
quality of our legislators, if they 
cant express themselves like this, 
what happens of those thick- 
volume documents they are 
supposed to handle?
        17 hours ago · Like · 1
        
Clarkson Mambo ?@ Whitlaw 
Tanyanyiwa Mugwiji - If you have 
ever attended a Parly Committee 
session, then you will understand 
where I was coming from but if you 
havent, I wont say much. 
Remember in as much as English is 
our second language in Parly you 
are allowed to use any of the other 
official local languages if you know 
you cant express yourself in the 
Queens language.
    17 hours ago · Like · 1
   
Whitlaw Tanyanyiwa Mugwiji 
Sharon Tawuya speaking skills are 
different from reading and 
understanding things in any case 
mps do not do extra ordinary work 
that is why the minimum 
educational level is just ordinary 
level.
   17 hours ago · Like · 1

    Sharon Tawuya i agree with 
Clarkson Mambo, dear Whitlaw 
Tanyanyiwa Mugwiji you should 
attend a Parly Committee session 
and see for yourself that it iis not 
just about expressing oneself, 
our legislators dwell on petty 
issues yet in actual fact 
Parliament ndiko kutonga nyika, 
which is why they are called 
legislators in the first place. I 
think educational requirements 
should be changed from 
minimum educational level, 
these are the guys who are 
running the show, ivo 
malegislators iwaya!
   16 hours ago · Like · 1
   
Ricky Munyaradzi Mukonza 
The must be called rejisiretazi!
  16 hours ago via Mobile · Like
    Veneranda Langa ki ki ki he 
wanted to say we need sanity in 
the cotton sector
   15 hours ago · Like · 1
   Whitlaw Tanyanyiwa 
Mugwiji I think the current 
educational requirement is good 
enough what is needed is to 
allow people to use their native 
tongue in parliament. English is 
just but another language a 
foreign one for that matter
   15 hours ago · Like · 2
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PMT Zimbabwe promotes openness, active participation, debate, engagement and respects divergence of views. In view 

of this, PMT Zimbabwe encourages the posting of stories, commentaries, reports, documents and links (embedded or 

otherwise) on its site and facebook page. However, these postings do not in any way, shape or form, implied or otherwise, 

necessarily express or suggest endorsement or support of any of such posted material or parts therein. In 

some extreme circumstances, our monitoring team may be compelled to pull down or delete offending 
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Madisnyongoro  

more on the ‘dangerous moments’ we are living 
in. Elections are imminent clearly setting the 
stage for parties and aspiring MPs to once more 
contest for the votes. They will be come and lie 
with straight faces and once again promise to 
deliver on the same promises they gave in 
2008.
Some would even lie that they will deliver on 
the outstanding issues earlier alluded to within 
the last eight months of parliament’s life despite 
the fact that they failed to do the same in four 
years.
The silly season is in swing, let us get out the 
score-cards and judge our representatives 
objectively first before we pledge our votes 
once more.
I cannot help but close by quoting Patrick 
Zhuwao when he wound up the motion on the 
Presidential Address. Zhuwao said, “How would 
history judge the seventh parliament. We may 
unfortunately get the tag of the worst 
parliament after we failed to deliver on the 
constitution.”
Sadly true, this was the worst in seven 
parliaments.

Paidamoyo Muzulu
what a boring PM Question Time today. The PM did not offer 
even one policy position but continuously told the house the 
cabinet would meet and decide.
Like ·  · Follow post · 20 June at 18:29
Ricky Munyaradzi Mukonza likes this.
Honourable Shepherd Lenard Mushonga It is cabinet which sets 
VCR policy and not pm alone
Hence Pms reference to cabinet
Sent from honorable S. Mushonga
20 June at 19:57 via  · Like
Precious Shumba Boring. What do you mean?
20 June at 22:44 · Like
Martin Kadzere signs of a fragile coalition government. he did not 
offer any policy position because haipo.
21 June at 11:20 · Like
Paidamoyo Muzulu ?@Precious, the PM question time is the only 
occasion once a month when the government clarifies its policy 
positions, offer policy interventions to topical issues of the day. It 
is also the opportunity to lay out the government long term visions 
on issues brought up. Its unfair to say that they will meet and 
decide. Ever seen the Westminister question time? Then you can 
see what I mean.
21 June at 11:32 · Like · 1
Veneranda Langa I think the PM can not cook up a policy when 
there is no policy and so his reference to that Cabinet will meet 
and decide. Remember we are in a GNU where there are a lot of 
differences and outstanding issues than agreements and in such a 
government policies are not even easy to come up with, let alone 
implement
Yesterday at 09:42 · Like

Well at first we could not believe it when 
we first heard it. It started like a rumour, 
filtering in our newsroom. The war 
veterans had said it. They wanted a seat 
or a number of them in Parliament. At 
first we thought we had not heard 

properly. But it was a truth one had to live with. Whatever got in the 
head of the members of the Zimbabwe Liberation Platform must be 
nipped before the Mujibhas and Chimbwidos do the same to be 
followed by Ex-Detainees, then former students, then peasants until 
each person in Zimbabwe asks or demands a seat in Parliament. It 
was not a difficult task for the Team to reach a conclusion on who 
caused most Madisnyongoro in the week. One has to say though, 
that there is a lot of noise and competition for the weekly prize 
continues to be stiff.
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