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Khumalo made councillors to 

sign blank withdrawal slips 

and made various withdraw-

als amounting to US$5 000 

from the constituency’s CDF 

account. He converted the 

money to his personal use.  
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That's ridiculous I 

can't imagine some-

body choose by the 

pple syphoning from 

that very poor society 

no these MPs should 

be really held respon-

sible .Young guys like 

Settlement 

Chikwinya can ac-

count for the funds 

what of these politi-

cal veterans that's 

bu**shit  
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Can you imagine, your hon-

ourable members of parlia-

ment without any honour, 

hiding from the long arm of 

the law. s/he would be hiding 

in an alley anywhere in 

Zimbabwe. Who knows, 

they may have left the 

country. Fled the country after abusing CDF. 

Well this is what is happening to our politics. 

This is how far we have sunk as a nation. We 

have, so to speak, sunken lower than plummet 

sounded. They say there is a silver lining to all 

dark clouds and peering through the cumulonim-

bus that has, like a giant grey blanket, been 

drawn over the politics of our country, there 

surely is a thin silver lining. Welcome, dear 

friends.my apologies for starting in media res. It 

is with a very heavy heart that I am writing this 

instalment. In front of me there is a newspaper. 

No prize for guessing who has brought it here. It 

is the naughty Matigari who has, for some un-

known reasons been accusing me of being on the 

side of the fraudsters. The CDF fraudsters. His 

argument is that I have an elite approach to poli-

tics and this explains why I am always found on 

the side of the politicians who also consider 

themselves elites. It is an argument I know I will 

never will and will never pursue. I am peering 

through the newspaper. The story of the four 

MPs (missing persons) who have gone into hid-

ing has hit me on the bridge of the nose, like a 

ball of fire. I cannot believe that a whole MP, who 

during repeated moments of weakness/madness 

abused funds he was entrusted with, still have a 

moral repository from which they could draw the 

courage to hide. They can hide but will never run 

away. WE HOPE. The silver lining will come in 

two forms  and will address them shortly after the 

following observations. The CDF scandal, one of 

the largest since the unity government has been 

the most under reported event in the media.  The 

problem could have been competition for atten-

tion with the constitution making process. How-

ever, on a deeper analysis, I have realised that the 

reportage was not as systematic as we in the vil-

lage felt. There are lots of connections which are 

not being made. Some of the fraudsters have 

pending cases, not in any way related to CDF. 

This may mean that some of the honourable 

members are habitually found at the wrong side 

of the law! One thing that will prove a silver lin-

ing on an otherwise dark issue is that as a nation, 

we are now aware that there are many wolves in 

sheep skin. The fact that the fraudsters are from 

the main political parties is a lesson that we 

should go beyond the party manifesto and dis-

cern the candidates. Some of them are mere 

thieves and it has been proven. This means that if 

we are in any way serious about cleaning our 

politics of this muck, then the next elections 

should go beyond party preference to character 

preferences. The onus is also on political parties 

to clean the mess. It is surprising that up to now, 

there has been no party that has come out to say 

how they will deal with the crisis. The advantage 

of spelling out what the political parties would do 

if the MPs were found guilty would restore confi-

dence. I am one person who has lost confidence 

in those guys. It will also set some sort of prece-

dence and henceforth we will be watching. The 

second silver lining is that we have realised that 

there are lots of things the figures on receipts 

show. Who ever  thought that the MPs would do 

some financial engineering and deposit some of 

the funds into their and friends’ accounts. It 

sounds like a far fetched thing but it has been 

happening. Others, out of US$50 000, only ac-

counted for less than US$700. I wish they had not 

received their allowances. It would have helped 

in some way. What this has taught us is that we 

should go beyond the figures and get to know 

what has been happening. So far, I am happy, 

Matigari is happy, the nation is expectant.   

Village ObserverVillage Observer  

With such a scandal, any reasonable MP would 

have resigned. There is still a little honour in 

resigning. There is shame, yes. The public, some 

facing serious threats, sacrificed their votes for 

these MPs and what do they get in return, a spit 

in the face or worse a kick in the teeth. The rea-

son, lack of it why these guys have continued to 

click on the seats is either an arrogant approach 

to dignity or worse a complete disregard for 

those who elected them. As the Parliamentary 

Monitoring Trust of Zimbabwe, an organisation 

driven by private citizens whose lives are affected 

by the lack of respect by the elected officials, we 

have, gratis, drafted a resignation letter for the 

disgraceful MPs. What they need to do is to  

come out of hiding  and call for a press confer-

ence either as individuals or as a group and do 

the most honourable thing at the time of their 

dishonour. Failure, we urge political parties to go 

for honour killing and fire the DISGRACEFOOLS 

or else we will paint them with the same brush 

and suspect, justifiable so, that they are hiding 

something thus they need to protect those who 

steal from the poor. 

Fellow Zimbabweans, it is with a dis-

honour and disgrace that I am addressing you. As 

you may be aware, I have been accused of misap-

propriating funds allocated to me under CDF. I 

would not go into details but would like to say 

that after a serious reflection, I have realised that 

I am not worth to continue representing my 

constituency and party in the capacity of a Mem-

ber of the House of Assembly. As an elected 

Member of Parliament, I was addressed as Hon-

ourable but I feel there is nothing honourable 

about abusing funds that are meant to alleviate 

the burden that the people of Zimbabwe have to 

bear. This is not to say the funds allocated under 

CDF  would have alleviated poverty in our/my 

constituency(ies) but it would have served as a 

necessary and appropriate starting point. As 

such, I have let those people who cast their vote 

for me in March 2008, a time when almost noth-

ing was working, down. They may have pursued 

other things on that day but because they 

thought I would be part of the solution to their 

daily problems, they chose to place an X against 

my name. I am afraid to say that, with what has 

happened to the US$50 000, the people are justi-

fied to conclude that I was a waste of ink. I am 

nowhere near what they expected. If they ex-

pected new politics, new hope and a new life with 

me as their representative, I am ashamed to say 

that I was not even a fraction. I would like to 

kindly ask you fellow Zimbabweans, to forgive 

me. I would accept whatever fate is meted out. I 

think I deserve it. In taking this apology, I would 

also want you to have hope. The beautiful ones 

may not have been born but there may be some 

who can manage resources, bigger or smaller in a 

manner that transforms the lives of the intended 

beneficiaries. There is hope the beautiful once 

would be born/were already borne but may be 

devoured by people like me if we continue to 

contaminate the politics of this country. We are 

the jackals and deserve our place in the political 

wilderness. In conclusion, I  would like to urge 

those in a similar predicament but have not come 

forward or discovered to  take this liberating 

step. I may leave this room with my head lowered 

but the burden is slowly being lifted. I may not 

compensate for the loss but I have seen salvation. 

To others, the ball is in your court, be it in the 

private sector, in church, in government, don’t 

wait until you are court with your fingers in the 

till.  Thank you  Ex MP 

MP’s Resignation Press Statement 
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Using Social Media to Monitor Parly 
PMTZ’’s  facebook group Parliamentary Monitor is an interactive virtual public gallery where instead of being 

spectators, citizens raise issues and seek solutions. As part of the integration of the social media platform and 

this e-newsletter, we take excerpts of some of the posts on the facebook   group and share with others.  

Ricky Munyaradzi Mukonza 

What does this mean for the disavantaged con-

stituencies? 

Zimbabwe has 29 vacant seats in Parliament 

nehandaradio.com 

HARARE- Some 29 parliamentary seats now 

stand vacant since the formation of the coali-

tion government although a 12-month morato-

rium on by-elections expired in September 

2009. Assistant Clerk of Parliament Johane 

Gandiwa said the seats fell vacant after the 

incumbents died, were elevated or expelled ... 

Like ·  · Unfollow post · Share · 2 March at 

15:05 

Reward Mushayabasa and 2 others like this. 

Jimmy Wilford it will mean that their CDF will 

not be stollen 

3 March at 06:38 · Like ·  1 

Jimmy Wilford constituency members can set a 

commitee, go claim their CDF and use it better 

than if they had an MP who would monopo-

lise... 

3 March at 06:39 · Like ·  1 

Nyamutatanga Makombe The senator repre-

senting the constituency has a mandate to im-

plement CDF 

3 March at 07:53 · Like ·  1 

Jimmy Wilford thts the provision of the CDF 

regulations?? 

3 March at 12:50 · Like ·  1 

Nyamutatanga Makombe This is what has been 

happening. It makes administrative sense. But 

the problem is that the senators may not be as 

committed as House of Assembly members. 

3 March at 14:56 · Like ·  1 

David Gondokondo The problem is that there 

is only one man who can call for the by elec-

tions. The only solution is to amend our consti-

tution. 

3 March at 22:22 · Like ·  1 

Nyamutatanga Makombe but according to the 

constitution, should there be an electoral va-

cancy, there should be elections within 90 

days. what is happening, i am not a lawyer/

student of law, is that government is violating 

the constitution 

Sunday at 00:40 · Like ·  1 

Say Lord Tatenda Hastings It's really bad man. 

This means that those constituencies have been 

without represantation for that time depriving 

those constituencies of that right to be repre-

sented. It shows Zimbabwe lacks democratic 

credentials. 

Sunday at 08:46 · Like ·  1 

Jimmy Wilford i think its not a problem of one 

man, its a problem of everymen who is a signa-

tory to the GPA (GNU)..amendment number 

19.. 

Sunday at 11:44 via Mobile · Like ·  1 

David Gondokondo Its one man refusing to do 

what they signed for GNU and still possesses 

sweeping powers. They did not look at that at 

the formation of GNU. 

Sunday at 22:50 · Like ·  1 

Jimmy Wilford  @David, i think u are being 

subjective. When MDC N expelled its MPs, 

they went to High Court so that elections can 

be done...Nothing was done by MDC N or T to 

push for the elections. Parties in GNU under 

amendment No. 19 agreed not to contest 

against each other, it was silent on those out-

side GNU. For those who died, why not just 

have primary elections and 'appoint' another 

MP from that Party.All parties in GNU have 

failed to implement it..they just blame each, 

that's politics..why would u trust those politi-

cians... 

Monday at 10:49 · Like ·  2 

Veneranda Langa What would be your com-

ment to this question - with most MPs sleeping 

on Parly benches during debate does it really 

matter if these seats are not filled? I think what 

we need are really active MPs who can stand 

up in Parliament for their constituents and 

make real visible changes to improve the lives 

of people, not those who win constituencies 

only to sleep during debate. There are some 

constituencies that have representatives in Par-

liament, yet they are not represented for five 

good years as the MP never participates in 

debate and is never recorded in Hansard even 

for interjections while others are debating 

2 hours ago · Like 
 

Pmt Zimbabwe 

As part of the "Ordinary Voices, Xtraordi-

nary Impact" Initiative, we wanted to in-

vite politicians to answer questions from 

the membership. This can be done in two 

ways, either we post the questions and s/

he answers by a given date or we go 

online on a specific date and time. So 

there u are Parly Monitors. Who do you 

think should be invited. We have to bear 

that some of the politicians are not online, 

others are bound by party policies hence 

may not be available. However we will 

give it a try. 

Like ·  · Unfollow post · Yesterday at 

09:04 

Ricky Munyaradzi Mukonza and Nyasha 

Rose Maswodza like this. 

Nyamutatanga Makombe  Job Wiwa 

Sikhala, Simba Makoni, Welshman Ncu-

be, Douglas Mwonzora Eric Taurai Mat-

inenga, Prof Moyo, sorry they are all 

male, we also have Priscilla Mushonga. 

Yesterday at 09:09 · Like ·  1 

Francisca Mapasure I think Priscilla 

Mushonga 

Yesterday at 10:34 via Mobile · Like 

Sibongile Sihwa I think Douglas 

Mwonzora 

Yesterday at 11:28 · Like ·  1 

Kaziers Mukuru Tatendatembo I think mr 

chombo 

Yesterday at 12:47 via Mobile · Like ·  1 

Eve Chatadza obert mpofu 

Yesterday at 13:27 · Like ·  1 

Ras Shorayi George Tambure Nelson 

Chamisa 

Yesterday at 21:19 via Mobile · Like ·  1 

Say Lord Tatenda Hastings I'll go for 

Chombo, the so-called defender of tax-

payers!. 

Yesterday at 21:20 via Mobile · Like ·  1 

Shepherd Cha'abata kasukuwere and 

mwonzora and anyone sleepn minister jst 

fo fun oh nd that lady hu wants to legalise 

prostitution 
22 hours ago via Mobile · Like 
Andrea Rambiyawo lets invite Honourable 

Douglas Mwonzora the Co-Chairperson of 

COPAC 

andy 

13 hours ago via  · Like 

Kudakwashe Bhadharai i suggest we invite 

Minister Goche,the one respomsible for 

transport .we need to noe a lot about our 

roads,they are in a shamble 

9 hours ago · Like 

Feedback? info@pmtz.org 
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The diagrams above represent the responses to the questions 

which we sent out. 

Back Page 

In January, we administered a questionnaire. This 

was meant to collect data on  number of issue with 

our main focus being the level of political participa-

tion and involvement in constituency development. 

This research, posted on our facebook page and 

newsletter subscribers through email has the obvi-

ous bias of soliciting views of those already involved, 

politically. It  may have been a bias but  strength as 

well as we strongly feel that the results would be 

different if say administered offline and to people 

whose political activities/participation we may not 

be aware of. Taking the survey offline, we are sure, 

would have statistically insignificant changes. How-

ever, we are not being defensive of the survey. One 

thing is we are not experts. We used the simplest of 

methods, using the free version of Survey Monkey 

thus we could not triangulate the findings. We re-

ceived 78 responses. This is not a very pleasing fig-

ure because we had a potential reach of 1 500 peo-

ple. However, our first observation is that Zimba-

bweans are online yes but for limited times. They 

may also lack the skills required to fully utilised the 

social media. The other observations are that politi-

cal participation, if the survey is anything to go by, 

is skewed on age and gender. There is heavy concen-

tration, political participation, within the age group 

30 – 39 @ 54.2% followed by the 21-29 age group at 

41.7% it may not be a reflection of political partici-

pation but internet access also. There were more 

male respondents than female, 82.6% to 17.4%. Zim-

babwe is digitally divided along gender and age, we 

may say. Or it could be interest in politics. 75% of 

the respondents are registered voters, which could 

be a sign that the respondents are politically active. 

62.5% of the voters actually voted in 2008. This is 

another pointer towards high political activity as 

voter turnout in Zimbabwe is below 50%. We now 

come to the interesting responses. 30.4% of the 

respondents said they did not know either Member 

of Parliament (House of Assembly and the Senate) a 

similar number of respondents said they knew only 

one. It is interesting to note that less than 4 in every   

ten people know both their representatives. This 

may mean that the MPs are missing from action. 

Remember we are talking here of a group where 

more than 6 in ten voted. Further interesting is that 

60.9% of the respondents said either MPs RARELY 

worked and add to that a further 21.7% saying they 

never work with them. SCARY! 61% said the MPs 

never involved communities in CDF. There was a 

further interesting statistic where 36.4 of the re-

spondents said CDF should be discontinued. This 

could have been influenced by the scandals around 

the fund. But this survey was administered before 

the scandal reached boiling point.  
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