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The tragedy of our constitution making process. At first the people were eager to partici-

pate, that is when the process started. Then the people felt cheated after the political 

bickering which were not necessary given that the people had spoken. Now the campaign 

for Yes/No has seen poor turnouts at rallies, a clear sign people are fatigued. The tragic 

part is people may vote for what they have not read. This will remove the sense of owner-

ship. The situation can be saved by involving the people by tailor making the outreach 

programmes to specific needs. Why not translate the document to all the recog-

nized languages? And why not go on a blitz to make the contents known and not 

how people should vote? 
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PEOPLE RE-

JECT COPAC DRAFT 

If recent results of a constitution debate on 

the YES\NO vote hosted by Crisis in Coa-

lition, are anything to go by, then the poli-

ticians who are advocating for yes votes 

have everything to worry about because 

the people rejected the COPAC draft de-

scribing it as a weak and selfish draft 

meant to further the interests of politicians. 

COPAC co-chair Douglas 

Mwonzora,Virginia Muwanigwa from 

Womens coalition, Psychology Maziwisa 

from ZANU PF and Dr Charity 

Manyeruke from the University of Zimba-

bwe were advocating for a yes vote .On 

the other hand the No vote was represent-

ed by Clever Bere(NCA).Job Sikhala

(MDC-99)Munyaradzi Gwisai(ISO)Simba 

Makoni(Mavambo) .  

Speakers of the yes vote came one after 

the other trying to defend the draft consti-

tution but to no avail. The people objected 

when Psychology Mazivisa stated that if 

ZANU PF was to win the coming elec-

tions, it will amend the constitution and 

this brought the discussion to a standstill. 

What this means is that people will have 

no say in the amendment process because 

this will be dealt with at party level. The 

audience noted that the current Lancaster 

house constitution was amended more than 

18 times but still fell short in addressing 

real issues and this has been done over a 

period of more than 20years.What guaran-

tee do people have that if they voted yes 

for the constitution, when the time to make 

amendments come, will they be consulted 

and how long will that take? Such an ob-

servation prompted people to question the 

motive behind the politicians call to vote 

for a yes come referendum 

Constitution: For or Against?Constitution: For or Against?  

Posted on Parly Monitor by 

Isaac Phiri 

The COPAC Draft Constitu-

tion: What the body of Christ needs to 

know (08 February 2013) By Barnabas 

Muchanyerei, barna-

basm@webmail.co.za, 0774 574 745  

1. The draft constitution seeks to estab-

lish a societal foundation for Zimbabwe 

that is underpinned by the promotion 

of “the values and principles that un-

derlie a democratic society based on 

openness, justice, human dignity, 

equality and freedom” (See section 46

(1)(b) of the draft constitution). This in 

simple everyday language means a val-

ue system consisting of secularized 

Judeo-Christian ethics, morals, princi-

ples and values. Humanism, liberalism 

and relativism make up the ideological 

orientation informing a democratic so-

ciety based on openness, justice, human 

dignity, equality and freedom. Seem-

ingly neutral provisions of the constitu-

tion can, because of and based on the 

underlying constitutional values pro-

moted in the draft, be inter-

preted to mean that which is 

contrary to Godliness. For ex-

ample, the right to human dignity, pri-

vacy, equality before the law, not to be 

discriminated against, freedom of ex-

pression etcetera, can be stretched, be-

cause of the values that the constitution 

promotes, to accommodate homosexu-

ality, permissive abortion, prostitution, 

promiscuity, and pornography. There 

has also been a faint reference to the 

recognition and respect for the ideals 

and values of the liberation struggle.  

2. Same sex unions and relationships 

(homosexuality) are protected in the 

draft constitution. People of the same 

sex can thus, to all intents and purpos-

es, “marry” each other. The right of eve-

ry person who has attained the age of 

eighteen (18) years to found a family as 

contained in section 78(1) of the draft 

constitution can be and has been inter-

preted in some other countries to cover 

same-sex unions, that they fall under 

the definition of family 3. Abortion is 

permitted and the constitution does 

not specify the parameters and ambit 

within which the termination of preg-

nancy applies (section 48(3)) 

4. The meaning of many provisions of 

the constitution, including those to do 

with the land reform program and oth-

ers are unclear and vague thereby creat-

ing lots of legal uncertainty. They are 

worded in such a way that gives the 

dominant political views of the day a lot 

of influence and clout to define the ex-

act meaning of such provisions. Many 

provisions of the constitution are capa-

ble of having more than one meaning 

or where this is not so, they are ambig-

uous.   5. The draft does little to create 

a disciplined government with a spe-

cific defined mandate of existence, i.e. 

serving the people. The government 

itself can be as big as the President of 

the day wants it to be; Parliament is 

bloated with a combined membership 

of 350 Parliamentarians; Commissions 

have up to 95 commissioners etcetera, 

each provincial council has up to 50 

members which at the national level, 

adds up to more than 500 members.  In 

summary, the contents of the proposed 

draft constitution challenges and seek 

to erode the very foundations of stabil-

ity that have sustained and endured 

society throughout the ages. It chal-

lenges and seek to secularize the Judeo-

Christian traditions and conceptions of 

family, sexuality, morality, right and 
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Charlton Tsodzo 
I have decided to give free consultan-

cy services in issues related to socio-

economic development strategy, pub-
lic relations,charismatic public speak-

ing, Information Education and Com-
munication (IEC) as well as Social 

Media strategy to ANY young person 

(between 24-35 years old) wanting to 
run for a Member of Parliament or a 

Council seat for ANY political party in 
the upcoming Zimbabwean general 

elections......young people the future 
is ours, we ought to help each other 

claim it NHASI.........  

Like ·  · Follow post · 15 February at 10:51 

 

4 people like this.  

 
Warship Dumba And what are you running 

for? 
15 February at 10:55 · Like  

 Taungana B. Ndoro There is 
no such thing as a free lunch. A free lunch is 
only found on mousetraps! 25 February at 
12:26 · Edited · Like  

 Charlton Tsodzo I'm running 
for a better Zimbabwe mkoma Warship 
Dumba........ 15 February at 10:56 · Like 

 
Emmanuel Nkosilathi 

Moyo Chandinokudira Tsodzo une 

njere,very sociable but intelligent 
15 February at 10:57 · Like · 1  

 Charlton Tsodzo Taungana B. 
Ndoro whoever is offering lunch here? If you 
are not sincere don't think everyone else is 
not...... 

15 February at 10:57 · Like 

 
Charlton Tsodzo hahahahah thanks for the 
kind words Emmanuel Nkosilathi 
Moyo...flattered  

15 February at 10:57 · Like 

 
Charles Benz Cde Charlton may the lord 

bless you . So how can i get in touch cde? 
15 February at 18:44 via mobile · Like · 1 

 
Charlton Tsodzo do me an inbox com-
reade Charles Benz then we can link up and 
chat..... 

15 February at 19:23 · Like 

 

Gilbert Kagodora 

For those who would want us to vote 
NO can you please give us the reason 

why we should vote so. 

 
Like ·  · Follow post · Wednesday at 16:23 

 

 
Taurai Moyo Why do you want us to vote 

YES please explain. 
Wednesday at 16:49 · Like 

 
Thupeyo Muleya Taurai pindura mubvonzo 

first, then yu can ask yours 
Wednesday at 17:32 · Like 

 
Taurai Moyo Thupeyo Muleya the whole 
process is flawed my friend, Copac took 4 
years to come up with a draft which at one 
point Zanu PF said it was not reflecting peo-
ple's views and a sudden change to say no 
the document is a result of compromise by 
the Principals it just makes me feel some-
thing is wrong with the whole process, We 
are now rushed to study and analyze the 
document in less than a month and we are 
all urged to vote YES by Political leaders, is 
this document a Political instrument or its 
something that encourages and protect our 
social, religious, economic and political 
rights. The involvement of Political Leaders 
is a threat to the Constitution Draft. 
Wednesday at 17:52 · Like 
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time. The people even que-

ried why the people were 

given only 3 weeks to read and analyse 

the draft and yet it took COPAC 

4years to come with a draft.  

Mwonzora tried as much as he could 

to fire fight for the yes vote but he 

could not extinguish the disgruntle-

ment people had with the draft docu-

ment. The people at the debate refused 

to allow political parties to continue 

misleading the people on the constitu-

tion by deceiving people about the so-

called incremental gains purported to 

be in the draft. Even the representative 

from ZANU PF actually admitted that 

the draft falls short in terms of ad-

dressing issues and called it a 

„compromise “document among the 

political parties. In his presentation 

Mazivisa expressed his dislike of the 

draft constitution because it was a 

“compromise” document fully ac-

knowledging that it fell short on party 

expectations .What is important to 

note is that the constitution has been 

about the political parties and this ex-

plains why they had closed door meet-

ings to edit and horse-trade several 

clauses while the people of Zimbabwe 

were kept in the dark. For how long 

shall politicians be allowed to play old 

tricks on the people? Simply put, the 

draft seeks to protect the interests of 

whoever wins the next elections who 

will seek to amend the constitution to 

their own taste. Those who were repre-

senting the no vote did well to critic 

the draft in an informed manner and 

managed to convince the audience that 

they should vote no in the coming ref-

erendum. Of major importance is that 

in the draft there was an age require-

ment for one to be president but there 

was no retirement age. The issue of 

having an all powerful executive was 

not welcomed by the audience. As the 

election bell continues to toll towards 

judgement day, with the political par-

ties using vast resources to whip and 

buy their supporters to vote yes in the 

coming referendum, it remains to be 

seen who will heed to such a call. This 

writer is more convinced that no pro-

gressive Zimbabwean would want to 

surrender the fate and future of coming 

generations to a bunch of inept and 

selfish leaders who tell people to vote 

“yes” so that their selfish ends are 

achieved.Zimbabwe is more than 

ZANU PF and MDC. Who would 

want to vote yes for a draft that one 

political party would change to its own 

taste? Have people become that cal-

lous to surrender the destiny of this 

troubled country to politicians?  Dr 

Simba Makoni who maintained a neu-

tral approach during the course of the 

debate blasted the advocates of the yes 

vote advising them to find better rea-

sons, if any, on why the people should 

vote yes in the coming referendum. 

Even well known ZANU PF apologist 

Goodson Nguni described the draft 

constitution as “rubbish‟.  

Now is the time for those progressive 

Zimbabweans who are not confused 

and have not fallen prey to the strata-

gems by politicians, to put to an end 

this nonsense once and for all by vot-

ing NO in the coming referendum. If 

enough time is given for people to 

critically analyse the draft, they will 

see for themselves how monstrous the 

COPAC draft is.  
Rawlings Magede is a rural political 

enthusiast who writes from Nkayi, 

Matebeleland North Province 

Madisnyongoro of the Madisnyongoro of the 

Week????Week????  

wrong, good and evil, service, freedom et-

cetera. It is admitted that the COPAC draft 

is an improvement to the current constitution, 

but that does not automatically and necessarily 

make it a good document, especially for the 

church community. As the custodians of the truth 

and the shepherds of God’s flock in Zimbabwe, 

the church leadership will have to speak, and to 

speak loud and very clear on what they make of 

the proposed draft constitution. It says: I call 

heaven and earth to witness against you today, 

that I have set before you life and death, blessing 

and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and 

your offspring may live, loving the LORD your 

God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, 

for he is your life and length of days, that you may 

dwell in the land that the LORD swore to your 

fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give 

them." Deuteronomy 30:19-20 The final draft con-

stitution of COPAC was largely the product of 

political processes. Much as a constitution is a 

legal document, its interpretation, particularly the 

COPAC draft, cannot be separated from the polit-

ical dynamics that were at play when it was for-

mulated and those that will be at play when it is 

applied. Politics will thus have an overbearing 

impact and effect on how the constitution’s real 

meaning will evolve. The deliberate use of some 

ambiguous, sweeping, open-ended and at times 

close to meaningless language in the draft shows 

how the politics of the day sought to take a lot of 

refuge in vagueness. Take for example the follow-

ing statements found in the draft; Values and 

principles that underlie a democratic society 

based on openness, justice, human dignity, equal-

ity and freedom Ideals and values of the liberation 

struggle Every person who has attained the age of 

eighteen years has the right to found a family Per-

sons of the same sex are prohibited from marry-

ing each other at all.  

Political  

Violence!!!!!! 

PMTZ collects articles in 

the public interest and 

publishing them is not an 

endorsement of the opin-

ions. 
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