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Elections (Chapter 7)

Introduc�on
The Dra� Cons�tu�on gives more elaborate guidelines on how elec�ons 
and referendums are to be conducted, covering the following: 
• principles to guide the electoral system; 
• conduct of elec�ons; 
• electoral law; and
• �ming of elec�ons and delimita�on of electoral boundaries. 

The current Cons�tu�on only provides for �ming of elec�ons and 
delimita�on of boundaries. 

Principles of the Electoral System
The Dra� Cons�tu�on gives guiding principles for the electoral process. 
Elec�ons must be held regularly, peacefully, freely and fairly conducted, 
by secret ballot, based on universal adult suffrage and equality of votes 
and free from violence and other electoral malprac�ces.

The Dra� Cons�tu�on binds the State to ensure that these principles 
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two or more local authority areas at the �me of delimita�on.
• If the delimita�on is completed less than 6 months before 

polling day in a general elec�on, the new delimita�on will not 
apply.

• In delimiting constituencies and wards the ZEC must give 
considera�on to factors such as physical features, means of 
communica�on, geographical distribu�on of registered voters, 
as well as its popula�on.

A�er delimi�ng wards and cons�tuencies the ZEC must submit to the 
President a preliminary report which the President must cause to be 
laid before Parliament within 7 days. If the report has outstanding 
issues, Parliament can refer it back to the Commission to address 
such anomalies.

Conclusion
As already noted, the Draft Constitution gives more elaborate 
guidelines on how elec�ons and referendums are to be conducted. It 
introduces propor�onal representa�on, is sensi�ve to gender balance 
and the inclusion of people with disability. It puts in place principles to 
guide the electoral system to ensure free and fair elec�ons. However, 
the Dra� Cons�tu�on is silent about observers and monitors and also 
does not provide a vote for people in the Diaspora. 
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are put into effect and, in particular, that all eligible citizens are 
registered as voters; given the opportunity to vote (including those 
with disabili�es and special needs); all poli�cal par�es and candidates 
are able to par�cipate effec�vely; and that electoral disputes are �mely 
resolved. 

Conduct of Elec�ons and Referendums
The current Cons�tu�on does not have such provisions. According to 
the Dra� Cons�tu�on, the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission should 
ensure that the vo�ng method used is simple, accurate, verifiable, 
secure and transparent. The results of such should be announced as 
soon as possible. There should be mechanisms to eliminate all forms 
of electoral violence and malprac�ces and those electoral materials 
are kept safe.

Electoral Law
The Dra� Cons�tu�on provides that there should be an Act of 
Parliament that ensures the following among other issues:
• Cons�tuency and ward boundaries are reviewed periodically.
• Voters are registered.
• There is a code of conduct for poli�cal par�es, candidates and 

other par�cipa�ng persons. 
• There is propor�onal representa�on for the elec�on of persons to 

the seats in the Senate and the seats reserved for women in the 
Na�onal Assembly and to ensure that there is a proper procedure 
for filling vacancies by persons of the same gender and poli�cal 
party membership. 

• People living with disabili�es are also elected.
• Nomina�on of candidates in any elec�on to take place at least 

fourteen (14) days a�er the elec�on is called and thirty days (30) 
before polling.

• No amendments may be made to the electoral law or any law 
unless the Electoral Commission has been consulted.

• A�er an elec�on has been called, there shall not be any changes to 
any law rela�ng to elec�ons un�l a�er that par�cular elec�on. 

Timing of Elec�ons and Filling of Vacances
Both the current Cons�tu�on and the dra� provide for this but the 
dra� is more elaborate: 
• A general elec�on must be held so that polling takes place 

not more than 30 days before the expiry of the 5-year life of 
Parliament.

• Where Parliament has passed resolu�ons to dissolve, elec�ons 
must be held 90 days after the passing of the last such 
resolu�on.

• Where Parliament is dissolved following a vote of no confidence, 
elec�ons must be held 90 days a�er the dissolu�on.

• By-elec�ons for Parliamentary and local authori�es must take 
place within ninety (90) days a�er the seat becomes vacant 
unless the vacancy occurs within nine (9) months before a general 
elec�on.

The dra� maintains the current system of harmonised elec�ons. When-
ever an electoral vacancy occurs, an elec�on must be held within 90 
days to fill the vacancy.

Number of Cons�tuencies and Wards 
For purposes of electing Members of Parliament the Zimbabwe 
Electoral Commission (ZEC) must divide Zimbabwe into two hundred 
and ten (210) cons�tuencies. The wards are to be divided according 
to the number of members to be elected to the local authori�es 
concerned.

Delimita�on of Electoral Boundaries
This is provided for in both the current Cons�tu�on and the dra�. The 
dra� provides that:
• The Commission must conduct a delimita�on of the electoral 

boundaries once every ten years, as soon as possible a�er a 
popula�on census. 

• The se�ng of boundaries of cons�tuencies should, as far as 
possible, ensure there are equal numbers of registered voters 
at the �me of delimita�on.

• No ward should be divided between two or more cons�tuencies; or 
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