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NCA Protest last week (see entry below). 
"True democracy can only be restored in Zimbabwe if we restore genuine, democratic elections and restore an electoral environment that will allow free and fair elections to take place."

This concept is central to RESTORE 2, a document compiled by The Zimbabwe Institute (ZI) to provide a blueprint for the restoration of democracy in Zimbabwe.

Its precursor, RESTORE, was launched in 2004 following the signing of the SADC Principles and Guidelines Governing Democratic Elections by heads of state in Mauritius.

The ZI document, signed by Brian Raftopoulos, chairman, and Isaac Maposa, director, defines elections as a process, not as an event. It stipulates that, to ensure free and fair elections, Zimbabwe has to:

1. Restore the rule of law

2. Restore basic freedoms and rights

3. Establish a genuinely independent electoral commission

4. Restore public confidence in the electoral process

5. Restore the secrecy of the ballot.

The events highlighted in this issue of Zimbabwe Election Watch - and in all the preceding issues - demonstrate that a free and fair election cannot take place in the existing electoral environment.

In fact the political violence perpetrated by the ruling Zanu PF party has now become so serious and blatant that the Movement for Democratic (MT) has written to the Southern African Development Community (SADC) to "register concern over the violent crackdown against its supporters…"

The letter notes that a total of 103 rallies and marches have been crushed, while seven murders, 18 rapes, 69 abductions, 459 cases of torture, 2 323 cases of interference or intimidation, 1 141 cases of assault and 152 cases of unlawful detention have been recorded.

Women of Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA), an apolitical social justice movement, presented a damning report in South Africa and said the Mugabe regime was behaving like "a militia or a warlord". The group said there was no possibility of free and fair elections next year.

The political climate has become so hostile and chaotic that armed riot police stormed a hotel in Masvingo and arrested a group of MDC women while they were having lunch. The group was accused of holding an illegal meeting.

Yet again police have severely assaulted and injured members of the National Constitutional Assembly for attempting a protest march to Parliament.

There has been a fresh wave of violence reportedly ignited by Zanu PF councillors in the southeastern district of Chipinge, while in the MDC stronghold of KweKwe, homes were destroyed by heavily armed police using sledgehammers.

A Central Intelligence Organisation (CIO) plan outlining Zanu PF's vote rigging strategy has been exposed. It includes mechanisms for maintaining control of rural areas, vote buying and targeting journalists, opposition members and civil society leaders that are under surveillance. 

A leading member of the independent Zimbabwe Liberators' Platform has dismissed the ongoing pro Mugabe marches by war veterans as "scare tactics to ward off opposition." 

MDC appeals to SADC over political violence
Source Date: 16-10-2007 
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Zimbabwe’s main opposition party on Tuesday said it had written to the Southern African Development Community (SADC) to register concern over a violent crackdown against its supporters by government agents and activists of President Robert Mugabe’s ruling Zanu PF party.

Nelson Chamisa, who is spokesman of the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) party led by Morgan Tsvangirai, told journalists in Harare that his party had recorded more than 4 000 cases of politically motivated human rights violations against its supporters between January and June this year.

Reporting on the presentation, zimbabwejournalists.com wrote:

In the letter, the MDC detailed a series of attacks that had occurred since the talks began in April.

A total of 103 rallies and marches had been crushed, while seven murders, 18 rapes, 69 abductions, 459 cases of torture, 2 323 cases of interference or intimidation, 1 141 cases of assault and 152 cases of unlawful detention had been recorded.

"While the MDC and Zanu PF are engaged in dialogue in Pretoria, the regime has continued to hound our supporters, brutally assaulting and attacking them against the spirit of the dialogue process," the MDC said.

"There's no use being in talks in Pretoria and at war here at home."

Source: Zim Online (ZW)
SADC standards breached
· 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process;

· 2.1.2: Freedom of association;

· 2.1.3: Political tolerance;

· 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens

· 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

· 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens …



No chance of fair election in Zim
Source Date: 10-10-2007

Robert Mugabe's regime is behaving like "a militia or a warlord", and there is no possibility of free and fair elections next year.

This is according to Zimbabwean women who have been repeatedly arrested and tortured by Mugabe's security force.

"There is sustained repression in Zimbabwe. Free and fair elections cannot be held," said Jenni Williams, co-founder of Women of Zimbabwe Arise or WOZA (an apolitical social justice movement) at a press briefing yesterday in Johannesburg.

Williams - who has been arrested 25 times - added: "WOZA has often been the target of unprovoked violence."

A preliminary report on political violence against WOZA members paints a shocking picture about acts of suppression perpetrated by Zimbabwe police.

Assault, abduction or kidnapping, political threats, rape, forced removal of underwear while in custody, unlawful detention and psychological and physical torture were some of the abuses the WOZA women were subjected to, the report revealed.

*Note: The report showed that 73 percent of an initial sample of 397 members had been arrested more than once, 40 percent were tortured and 50 percent detained longer than the allowed 48 hours. About 26 percent were injured badly enough to receive medical treatment.

Identified victims: Jenni Williams, co-founder of WOZA; Clarah Makoni, WOZA activist

Source: Citizen 

SADC standards breached
· 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process;

· 2.1.2: Freedom of association;

· 2.1.3: Political tolerance;

· 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

· 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens …

· 7.9: [The member state holding elections shall] Encourage the participation of women, disabled and youth in all aspects of the electoral process …



Zim women speak of torture camp
Source Date: 10-10-2007 

… Among those present at the launch [of the Women of Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA) preliminary report] in South Africa …. was WOZA activist Clarah Makoni.

(She) broke down in tears as she related her ordeal in April when she went to deliver food to friends taking part in a protest over electricity shortages….

"I was beaten, kicked and tortured by the police... After several hours I was told to report at the police station the following day as they could not arrest me due to my age. When I went again I was beaten and tortured again till I fell sick.

I was taken to (the southern city of) Bulawayo where they torture people (Fairbridge torture camp) where the torture continued for hours. I was whipped while lying on my stomach. They then put me in a room full of ice."

The teenager was then ordered to cross an electric fence before having to make her way back home, a journey of more than 400 kilometres….

Identified victims: Jenni Williams, national co-ordinator of WOZA; Clarah Makoni, WOZA activist

Source: AFP
SADC standards breached
· 2.1.2: Freedom of association;

· 2.1.3: Political tolerance;

· 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

· 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens …

· 7.9: [The member state holding elections shall] Encourage the participation of women, disabled and youth in all aspects of the electoral process …



MDC women arrested while having lunch at hotel
Source Date: 19-10-2007 

At least 20 women from the opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) party were arrested on Wednesday for allegedly holding an illegal meeting at a hotel in the southern town of Masvingo.

Armed riot police stormed the hotel in Masvingo, about 260km south of the capital Harare, and arrested the women from the Morgan Tsvangirai-led MDC who were having lunch at the hotel.

The police, who accused the women of holding an unsanctioned political gathering at the hotel, later bundled the women into trucks and took them to Masvingo Central police station.

The MDC women, who included Theresa Makone and former legislator Evelyn Masaiti, were however later released after four hours of interrogation….

Identified victims: Theresa Makone, former legislator Evelyn Masaiti

Source: Zim Online (ZW) 

SADC standards breached
· 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process;

· 2.1.2: Freedom of association;

· 2.1.3: Political tolerance;

· 2.1.6: Equal opportunity to exercise the right to vote and be voted for

· 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens

· 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

· 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens …

· 7.9: [The member state holding elections shall] Encourage the participation of women, disabled and youth in all aspects of the electoral process …



Police severely assault protesters in Harare
Source Date: 17-10-2007

Police on Tuesday severely assaulted and injured more than 30 members of the National Constitutional Assembly (NCA) political pressure group for attempting to march to Parliament to protest against constitutional reforms agreed between President Robert Mugabe and the opposition last month….

The NCA and other civic society groups have opposed the constitutional changes, saying any process to amend the country's governance charter should include all stakeholders and that what is needed are not piecemeal changes but wholesale constitutional reforms to produce a new and democratic constitution for the country.

In a statement, the NCA said its activists were on a peaceful march to Parliament to show their disapproval of Constitution of Zimbabwe Amendment Bill No. 18 when the police pounced, beating up and injuring 34 of the marchers.

"We wonder why the regime still believes in bloodshed. We were merely exercising our right to demonstrate against something we abhor," the group said, adding that those injured were taken to a private hospital for treatment.

Source: Zim Online (ZW)
SADC standards breached
· 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process;

· 2.1.2: Freedom of association;

· 2.1.3: Political tolerance;

· 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens

· 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

· 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens …



Several People Hurt in Fresh Chipinge Unrest
Source Date: 10-10-2007 

At least 10 Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) supporters have been injured and several had their houses and cars damaged in Chipinge in a fresh wave of violence reportedly ignited by Zanu PF councillors in the southeastern district.

Trouble started when (Mbandure), a local Zanu-PF councillor for Ward One, stormed the Gaza business centre on Saturday and tried to disperse the over 300 MDC supporters attending a rally that had been sanctioned by the police….

Unknown to the opposition supporters, Mbandure is alleged to have rallied his supporters who armed themselves with sticks, stones and bottles and went on a rampage, indiscriminately attacking people in the area. No arrests were made after the attacks….

Every time the MDC organizes a rally now, state security agents are (reportedly) taking over the venue and distributing maize. Known MDC activists are forbidden from getting near these distribution points.

Identified perpetrators: Zanu PF Councillor Mbandure, Ward 1

Source: SW Radio Africa (ZW) 

SADC standards breached
· 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process;

· 2.1.2: Freedom of association;

· 2.1.3: Political tolerance;

· 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

· 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens…



MDC activist hospitalised in Chipinge after torture
Source Date: 12-10-2007

A magistrate in Chipinge on Thursday ordered Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) activist Charles Nyathi to be rushed to hospital for treatment after he was badly tortured in police cells. Nyathi is the information secretary for Chipinge.

The 27 year-old self-employed Nyathi, who has a wife and small daughter, was arrested on Monday by the police in Chipinge following political disturbances that saw at least 10 MDC supporters sustaining injuries in violence ignited by Zanu PF councillors.

Nyathi who had visible cuts and abrasions when he appeared in court to answer charges of public violence was later released on Z$500 000 bail. He had some of his front teeth knocked out and is also suspected to have suffered a broken jaw.

Identified victims: Charles Nyathi, MDC information secretary for Chipinge

Source: SW Radio Africa (ZW)
SADC standards breached
· 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process;

· 2.1.2: Freedom of association;

· 2.1.3: Political tolerance;

· 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens

· 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

· 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens …

· 7.8: [The member state holding elections shall] Ensure the transparency and integrity of the entire electoral process …



Zimbabwe rights groups concerned about abuses ahead of the elections
Source Date: 08-10-2007

… (According to the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum’s latest report), the country's political environment is "largely defined by torture, intimidation and politically motivated violence" against rights defenders.

The report highlighted other violations including abduction or kidnapping, assaults, restriction of freedom of expression or movement, political discrimination, victimisation, unlawful arrests and detention.

The Forum said that in August, about 30 members of the Zimbabwe National Army circulated in the Harare high-density suburb of Dzivarasekwa beating up women and children who were selling various wares.

In an unrelated incident on August 8, more than 70 uniformed soldiers "ran amok in Esigodini in Matabeleland South, where they assaulted villagers (and) looted the village headman's shop" in what was seen as retaliation for a scuffle involving army officers and local villagers….

The Zimbabwe Peace Project report … (also listed) cases of murder, assault and political intolerance. (In addition, it noted that) agricultural "inputs and food continue to be distributed along partisan lines" excluding those known to oppose the ruling Zanu PF party.

The report also alleged that officials from the Office of the Registrar General carrying out a mobile voter registration exercise that ended in mid-August seemed to be under the control of politicians" as they failed to professionally manage the process."

Zimbabwe Peace Project National Director Jestina Mukoko told … VOA's Studio 7 for Zimbabwe that the rights abuse trend suggests trouble ahead as the country prepares for national elections in March 2008.

Source: VOANews (USA)
SADC standards breached
· 2.1.2: Freedom of association;

· 2.1.3: Political tolerance;

· 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens

· 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

· 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens …

· 7.9: [The member state holding elections shall] Encourage the participation of women, disabled and youth in all aspects of the electoral process …



New Murambatsvina wave hits KweKwe
Source Date: 18-09-2007

Thirty eight families from Amaveni in KweKwe were last week left homeless after council officials from the town, accompanied by heavily armed police officers, used sledgehammers to knock down their homes.

The latest crackdown against 'illegal' housing by the Zanu PF led council in the town has met with harsh condemnation from the local MDC MP Blessing Chebundo, who described it as 'heartless' and politically motivated.

The demolitions were carried out last week Tuesday on a plot in Chiwundura B where most of those affected had lived for more than 40 years….

"This is political retribution against MDC supporters. The same people were targeted in 2003 for voting MDC in 2002. In 2005 some homes in the plot were demolished and now they have come back to ensure no one will be around to vote in 2008," Chebundo said….

Source: SW Radio Africa (ZW)
SADC standards breached
· 2.1.3: Political tolerance;

· 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens

· 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

· 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens …

· 7.5: [The member state holding elections shall] Take all necessary measures and precautions to prevent the perpetration of fraud, rigging…

· 7.8: [The member state holding elections shall] Ensure the transparency and integrity of the entire electoral process …



CIO document outlines Zanu rigging strategy
Source Date: 11-10-2007

As the nation’s focus is fixed upon the talks between Zanu PF and the opposition, plans by the ruling party are already underway to unleash its violent election rigging machinery into the countryside, intelligence information at hand reveals.

The Zimbabwean has gathered information exposing a plan by the Zanu PF machinery, spearheaded by the Central Intelligence Organisation (CIO) that also includes the other security arms – the police and army – as well as youth militia.

The CIO is planning “to ensure the party keeps its popularity in the rural constituencies and that the opposition finds it difficult to penetrate them.”

The CIO is preparing a dossier outlining the election campaign strategy, reported by our sources to be inclusive of lists of journalists as well as opposition and civil society leaders that are under surveillance.

“Campaigning in the rural constituencies must be based on distributing farming equipment, seeds and fertilizers,” the information states.

“There is progress by the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe (RBZ) and the relevant ministries on making these available. Army and police have to be involved in the distribution as a way of creating a picture of authority in the eyes of the electorate.

“Youths trained by government are already mobilised and ready for deployment into the constituencies where their roles are clearly defined as that (sic) of ensuring the opposition does not get access to the electorate and identifying trouble causers.”

This paper has exposed a plan by the ruling party to campaign using scotch carts and ox-drawn ploughs, produced at a cost of over Z$3 trillion provided by the RBZ.

…The Zanu PF government is (also reported to be) hoarding grain and other basic commodities for next year’s combined parliamentary and presidential elections.

Source: Zimbabwean, The (ZW)
SADC standards breached
· 2.1.2: Freedom of association;

· 2.1.3: Political tolerance;

· 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens

· 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

· 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens …

· 7.5: [The member state holding elections shall] Take all necessary measures and precautions to prevent the perpetration of fraud, rigging…

· 7.8: [The member state holding elections shall] Ensure the transparency and integrity of the entire electoral process …



Military base strikes terror among villagers
Source Date: 22-10-2007

For motorists cruising along the Gutu-Chivhu highway, a "No Through Road" sign near the 43 km peg is just like any other road sign that signals the end of the road in the once thriving ranching area….

Less that two kilometres from the sign, along the well-maintained gravel road, lies a small Air Force of Zimbabwe base where about 15 soldiers guard a radar installation mounted there in the late 1990s….

(This) base is dreaded by the villagers who see it as a "torture chamber'….

Two weeks ago, the deputy in command at the base only identified as "Ranga" committed suicide in his house…

Police say he left a note that revealed he took his life in shame after he instructed junior soldiers to beat up farm workers accused of stealing equipment from a farm, Irvin, owned by Finance minister Samuel Mumbengegwi. One of the victims, Fibion Mafukidze (58), died after the beatings….

Another victim, Maxwell Mazambani, (who was the MDC candidate for Ward 5 in Gutu North in last year's council elections), was abducted from his home by the same soldiers, and was lucky to survive the beatings….

(However, he) is fighting for his life at the Avenues Clinic (in Harare) where he is on a dialysis machine. Doctors say his kidneys are badly damaged…

(His) sister says he was punished for his involvement in opposition MDC politics…

Source: Zimbabwe Standard, The (ZW)
SADC standards breached
· 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens

· 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

· 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens …



Govt equips thousands of farmers
Source Date: 11-10-2007

…Under (President Mugabe’s) “mechanism programme”, launched on Monday, small-scale farmers received 50 000 animal-drawn ploughs, 70 000 animal-drawn harrows, 70 000 knap-sack sprayers, 45 000 scotch carts, 20 000 animal drawn cultivators and 1 000 animal-drawn planters.

Farmers under the commercial A2 farm model will share a total of 1 200 tractors, 50 combine harvesters, 800 ploughs, 800 disc harrows, 300 planters, 200 boom sprayers, 200 fertilizer spreaders and 200 hay balers….

Note: Commentators point out that similar vote buying strategies have been used in the past. During the 2005 elections, Zanu PF used maize and fertilizers to buy votes in the rural areas.

Source: Financial Gazette, The (ZW)
SADC standards breached
· 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process;

· 2.1.3: Political tolerance;

· 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

· 7.5: [The member state holding elections shall] Take all necessary measures and precautions to prevent the perpetration of fraud, rigging…

· 7.8: [The member state holding elections shall] Ensure the transparency and integrity of the entire electoral process … 



Mugabe using war vets to scare off internal opposition
Source Date: 22-10-2007 

The ongoing pro Mugabe marches by war veterans are scare tactics aimed at warding off opposition from the ageing despot's closest critics, a former fighter of the liberation struggle has said.

Many observers also accuse Mugabe of assembling youths and supporters of the ruling party, who never fought in the 1970s liberation struggle, to masquerade as war veterans.

On Monday a leading member of the independent Zimbabwe Liberation Platform, Muchapera Muhondo, said Mugabe is using the violent reputation of war veterans to strike fear into potential rivals, ahead of the ruling party's special congress in December.

He added that Mugabe will use "both the stick and the carrot" to get the much needed votes from Zanu PF's provincial governors to secure the ticket to stand for yet another term in office…

…Muhondo dismissed Jabulani Sibanda, chairman of the Zimbabwe National Liberation War Veterans' Association as a pawn on Mugabe's chessboard.

He said: "… Mugabe is using these war vets to scare off some challenge already, and then he will also buy out some with perks and favours. He is not going anywhere that easily." …

Source: SW Radio Africa (ZW)
SADC standards breached
· 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process;

· 2.1.2: Freedom of association;

· 2.1.3: Political tolerance;

· 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens

· 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections

· 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil liberties of all citizens …

· 7.5: [The member state holding elections shall] Take all necessary measures and precautions to prevent the perpetration of fraud, rigging…

