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Executive Summary 

Expectations generated by the South African 
mediated talks that Zimbabwean voters would be 
registered to create a new and transparent voters' 
roll before the elections in March next year were 
dealt a blow last week by Justice Minister Patrick 
Chinamasa. 

Chinamasa said there would be no re-registration 
of voters to create ward-specific voters' rolls. In 
response, stakeholders said the proposed system 
would prejudice many voters as the delimitation 
exercise was yet to start. 

According to a Zimbabwean commentator, even if 
the electoral laws are changed, it is impossible to 
hold democratic elections unless the environment 
allows all parties to campaign freely in a climate of 
political tolerance. 

Faced with escalating reports of ruling party 
militants unleashing terror in rural areas and 
creating no-go zones, the Movement For 
Democratic Change (MDC) elections secretary Ian 
Makone says there is no prospect of elections 
being free and fair in these areas. 

In Chipinge, where the MDC has held successful rallies, scores of terrified people have fled 
the district due to fresh political violence. This has led to the arrest and assault of MDC 
activists, one of whom is reportedly battling for his life. 

In Mutare, police disrupted a public meeting organised by the Zimbabwe Human Rights 
Association (ZimRights) to discuss the forthcoming election. Security police stormed the 
venue where former Zanu PF stalwart Edgar Tekere had launched a blistering attack on 
Mugabe's human rights record and harassment of the opposition. 

The victimisation of student leaders has intensified and a Youth Forum public meeting in 
Masvingo was disrupted by government militia, leading to bloody clashes. The police reacted 
by arresting youths from the civic organisations. 

A Zanu PF ward chairperson in the Headlands area deliberately started a fire which destroyed 
eight cottages on a plot belonging to the MDC chairlady for the Headlands ward. The cottages 
accommodated victims of Operation Murambatsvina who were once again rendered 
homeless.  

In their August report, the human rights monitoring group, Zimbabwe Peace Project, 
confirmed that cases of politically-inspired violence had increased, while space for the church 
and civil society continued to shrink. 



The government maintains its monopoly of the airwaves through a previous law giving 
ownership of all radio and television frequencies to the state broadcaster. Opposition parties 
are denied access. 

Even if liberalised media laws are in place by end October, commentators stress it will take 
time to set up a free daily press and develop a non-partisan broadcaster. 

Ironically, the state media recently imposed a blackout on the activities of Ray Kaukonde, 
governor of Mashonaland East province. Kaukonde is part of a powerful Zanu PF faction that 
is pushing for Mugabe's ousting from power. 

The Swedish Cooperative Centre has published a damning report on the manipulation of food 
aid by the Mugabe government: "Be loyal - or starve". The organisation is demanding the 
creation of an independent food observer force to ensure that food reaches those in most 
need. 

An extraordinary top-secret security document leaked to the media reveals a carefully 
manipulated plan designed to destroy the reputation of outspoken cleric Archbishop Pius 
Ncube. 

And finally, even members of theatre groups are not immune from government paranoia. Two 
actors and a journalist who challenged their arrest for staging a play about the country's 
political crisis were arrested by Harare police. 

 
 
No new voter registration: Chinamasa 
Source Date: 05-10-2007  

Justice minister Patrick Chinamasa says there would be no re-registration of voters to create 
ward-specific voters’ rolls for next year's harmonised elections as those already registered 
would simply be moved into new wards and constituencies. 

This flies in the face of expectations by the opposition MDC that voters would be registered to 
create a new and transparent voters’ roll before the election in March next year. The MDC 
wants the voters roll revamped to flash out "ghost voters" whom it claims are used by Zanu 
PF for electoral rigging purposes. 

Responding to questions by MDC legislator Nelson Chamisa on how the proposed ward-
specific rolls would be created and the timeframe for delimitation, Chinamasa said already 
registered voters would be put under wards and constituencies to be determined during the 
delimitation exercise. 

He said delimitation, which will now be done by the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC), 
was expected to be completed by December after a mop-up mobile voter registration exercise 
in 939 areas not fully covered in an earlier exercise in June to August. 

Only 109 999 people countrywide were registered as voters during that exercise. 

Said Chinamasa: "There will be no re-registration of voters to create ward-specific voters 
rolls. As you may know, when you are registered you are registered to a particular group 
which is the physical unit area and when they do the delimitation, whether of wards or 
constituencies, it is a mere exercise of moving a whole block or part of the block in order to 
create a constituency…. 

On delimitation, Chinamasa said the exercise would be carried out soon after President 
Mugabe assented to the recently passed Constitutional Amendment Bill (No 18). 



Chinamasa had earlier told parliament: "The point to note is that we are introducing with this 
change a ward voters roll, a ward-specific voters roll. In other words, a voter can only vote in 
the ward in which he or she is resident and registered to vote." 

Stakeholders last week said the proposed system would prejudice many voters, as the 
delimitation exercise was yet to start. 

They had said this would require an extended re-registration exercise supported by a massive 
awareness campaign to enlighten the electorate on the new wards and constituencies…. 

Source: Zimbabwe Independent, The (ZW) 
Link to source: http://www.thezimbabweindependent.com/viewinfo.cfm?linkid=11&id=11535  

SADC standards breached 

• 2.1.6: Equal opportunity to exercise the right to vote and be voted for  
• 4.1.4: Existence of updated and accessible voters roll; 
• 7.2: [The member state holding elections shall] Establish where none exist, 

appropriate institutions where issues such as ... would be addressed; 
• 7.5: [The member state holding elections shall] Take all necessary measures and 

precautions to prevent the perpetration of fraud, rigging… 
• 7.8: [The member state holding elections shall] Ensure the transparency and integrity 

of the entire electoral process … 

 

No chance of free and fair - Makone 
Source Date: 26-09-2007 

Ruling party militants are unleashing terror in Zimbabwe's rural areas, in what the opposition 
says is an attempt to lock out its campaigners ahead of the crunch 2008 vote. 

Militants are storming rural areas, while members of the ruling party youth militia in green 
government-issue uniforms are manning roadblocks to seal off districts to supporters of the 
opposition. 

Ian Makone, the MDC elections secretary, accused President Robert Mugabe's party of 
creating "no go areas" for opposition supporters ahead of the vote scheduled for March next 
year. 

"Such areas are being systematically extended ... there is no prospect of the elections being 
free and fair in these areas," he said. 

Source: Zimbabwean, The (ZW) 
Link to source: 
http://www.thezimbabwean.co.uk/viewinfo.cfm?linkcategoryid=3&linkid=8&id=6237  

SADC standards breached 

• 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process; 
• 2.1.2: Freedom of association; 
• 2.1.3: Political tolerance; 
• 2.1.6: Equal opportunity to exercise the right to vote and be voted for 
• 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens 
• 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections 



• 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil 
liberties of all citizens … 

• 7.5: [The member state holding elections shall] Take all necessary measures and 
precautions to prevent the perpetration of fraud, rigging… 

 
Chipinge rocked by political violence 
Source Date: 26-09-2007  

Scores of terrified people in Chipinge have fled the area in fresh political violence that has 
resulted in the arrest and assault of opposition MDC activists. 

Zanu PF youths armed with stones and sticks have been attacking leading MDC activists in 
the isolated district. The crackdown on MDC activists has spread across the south eastern 
district, reportedly leaving one seriously injured and at least 15 injured in a number of 
separate attacks…. 

Political tensions have been on the rise in Chipinge since the beginning of this month when 
the MDC held successful rallies in the district. MDC district chairman for Chipinge north, 
Godfrey Chenjerai, accused the head of the Central Intelligence Organisation in Chipinge 
town, Joseph Chiminya, of orchestrating the violence. 

Chenjerai said eleven of their activists have been held in police cells at Chipangai for the last 
two weeks. One of them, Stanley Mabuyaye, is reported to be battling for his life after he was 
severely tortured for organising MDC rallies. 

'… All known MDC activists are being forced out of their lodgings, and most are fleeing in 
numbers because of threats by war veterans and Zanu PF youth,' Chenjerai said. 

Every time the MDC organizes a rally now, state security agents take over the venue and 
then start distributing maize. Known MDC activists are forbidden from getting near these 
distribution points… 

The huge presence of security agents (with reinforcements) has however not deterred people 
from attending MDC rallies, according to Chenjerai. 

Identified perpetrators: Head of the Central Intelligence Organisation in Chipinge town, 
Joseph Chiminya 

Identified victims: MDC activist, Stanley Mabuyaye 

Source: SW Radio Africa (ZW) 
Link to source: http://www.swradioafrica.com/news260907/chipinge260907.htm  

SADC standards breached 

• 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process; 
• 2.1.2: Freedom of association; 
• 2.1.3: Political tolerance; 
• 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens 
• 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections 
• 7.4: [The member state holding elections sh] Safeguard the human and civil liberties 

of all citizens … 
• 7.7: [The member state holding elections shall] Ensure that adequate security is 

provided to all parties participating in elections;all 



 
 
Police disrupt Tekere meeting 
Source Date: 04-10-2007  

Police in Mutare on Friday disrupted a public meeting organised by the Zimbabwe Human 
Rights Association (ZimRights) to discuss the forthcoming elections, after veteran politician 
Edgar Tekere attacked Robert Mugabe's human rights record. 

Security agents stormed the public meeting venue ordering everyone out and accusing 
organisers of the meeting of abusing the platform to “attack the person of the President”. 

Tekere launched a blistering attack on Mugabe for the constant harassment of opposition and 
for “penning a horrific account of our country’s modern history”. 

(On Thursday) the fiery former Zanu PF stalwart said: “I chronicled just a few of the many 
atrocities that Mugabe has committed on this country and that one day he and his lieutenants 
such as (army chief Constantine) Chiwenga and (police head Augustine) Chihuri will have to 
account for.” 

He went on to say, “I noted the recent assaults on Grace Kwinje, Sekai Holland and Morgan 
Tsvangirai; the disappearance of Rashiwe Guzha and the Gukurahundi massacre as events 
that will scar the annals of our history. My speech and that of Bishop Patrick Mutume, who 
gave an account of Gukurahundi survivors, made the police halt proceedings because 
Mugabe does not want the public to know the truth.” 

… The ZimRights public meeting was held under the topic: "Will the 2008 harmonised 
elections be the panacea to the Zimbabwe Crisis?"… 

Identified victims: Edgar Tekere, politician 

Source: SW Radio Africa (ZW) 
Link to source: http://www.swradioafrica.com/news041007/tekere041007.htm  

SADC standards breached 

• 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process; 
• 2.1.2: Freedom of association; 
• 2.1.3: Political tolerance; 
• 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens 
• 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections 
• 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil 

liberties of all citizens … 

 

Bloody clashes as Zanu PF disrupts youth meeting 
Source Date: 07-10-2007  

Rowdy Zanu PF youths on Thursday disrupted a Youth Forum public meeting at the 
(Masvingo) Civic Centre leading to bloody clashes during which 15 youths from various civic 
organisations were arrested as violence escalated ahead of next year's synchronized polls. 

Among those who were arrested are National Constitutional Assembly spokesperson (NCA), 
Madock Chivasa, Wellington Zindove, co-ordinator Youth Forum and Great Zimbabwe 
University secretary general, Edison Hlatshwayo. 



The ruling party allegedly bussed about 100 youths, who appeared drunk, to disrupt the public 
meeting, organised by Youth Forum in conjunction with NCA and the Zimbabwe National 
Students Union (Zinasu)…. 

Armed with stones and logs, the militia charged towards the participants, including university 
female students, who also fought back, leading to bloody clashes. The police reacted and 
quelled the chaos but only arrested the youths from the civic organisations…. 

Identified perpetrators: Flex Masimbi, Zanu PF youth leader 

Identified victims: Madock Chivasa, National Constitutional Assembly spokesperson (NCA); 
Wellington Zindove, co-ordinator Youth Forum; Edison Hlatshwayo, Great Zimbabwe 
University secretary general; Gideon Chitanga, Zinasu vice-president 

Source: Zimbabwe Standard, The (ZW) 
Link to source: http://www.thezimbabwestandard.com/viewinfo.cfm?linkid=11&id=7528  

SADC standards breached 

• 2.1.2: Freedom of association; 
• 2.1.3: Political tolerance; 
• 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens 
• 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections 
• 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil 

liberties of all citizens … 
• 7.9: [The member state holding elections shall] Encourage the participation of 

women, disabled and youth in all aspects of the electoral process … 

 

10 families left homeless after fire started by Zanu PF official 
Source Date: 01-10-2007  

Ten families were left homeless on Wednesday 26 September, after eight cottages were 
gutted by fire started by a local Zanu PF official at Mrs Elizabeth Tauro’s plot in Headlands. 

Mrs Elizabeth Tauro is the MDC Chairlady for Headlands Ward. 

She had constructed the eight cottages at her plot to accommodate victims of the 2005 
Operation Murambatsvina. She has always been accused of holding MDC meetings at her 
plot with the occupants of the cottages. 

The fire was started by Mrs Chiparange, a Zanu PF Ward chairperson in the area. The fire 
destroyed everything in the cottages…. The people are now sleeping in the open without 
blankets and food…. 

Identified perpetrators: Mrs Chiparange, a Zanu PF Ward chairperson in Makoni North 

Identified victims: Estery Gunya – husband and 4 children; Alberina Mutokozi – widowed 
and 5 grand children – Aids orphaned; Idah Tandi – single mother with 2 children; Raymond 
Watura – wife and 2 children; Moreblessing Mutokozi – single mother and 2 children; Brian 
Katyorera – 2 parents and 1 child; Einice Tauro – 2 parents and 2 children; Thomas Selingwe 
– 2 parents and I child; Adam Sherekete – 2 parents and 5 children; Elizabeth Tauro – 
widowed and 6 orphans 

Source: MDC Information and Publicity Secretary 



SADC standards breached 

• 2.1.2: Freedom of association; 
• 2.1.3: Political tolerance; 
• 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens 
• 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections 
• 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil 

liberties of all citizens … 
• 7.5: [The member state holding elections shall] Take all necessary measures and 

precautions to prevent the perpetration of fraud, rigging… 

 

Violence intensifying says human rights group 
Source Date: 01-10-2007  

In its report for August 2007 the human rights monitoring group, Zimbabwe Peace Project, 
records that cases of politically-inspired violence increased nationally with a number of victims 
suffering severe injuries that required hospitalisation. 

Mashonaland East was singled out for special mention of “a definite increase in the level and 
degree of violence.” … 

In a summary of its findings the Zimbabwe Peace Project says that “space for the Church and 
civil society continued to shrink”. It cites the disruption of workshops organised by civil society 
to discuss civic and political issues and the victimization of participants as evidence of this 
trend. 

The report is clear that in the month of August ruling party members perpetrated most of the 
violence… 

Source: Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum 
Link to source: http://www.hrforumzim.com/  

SADC standards breached 

• 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process; 
• 2.1.2: Freedom of association; 
• 2.1.3: Political tolerance; 
• 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens 
• 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections 
• 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil 

liberties of all citizens … 
• 7.7: [The member state holding elections shall] Ensure that adequate security is 

provided to all parties participating in elections; 

 

Supreme Court defers case challenging control of airwaves 
Source Date: 05-10-2007  

Zimbabwe’s Supreme Court on Thursday postponed indefinitely an application by a Harare 
firm (Manala Private Limited) challenging the state-owned Zimbabwe Broadcasting Holdings 
(ZBH)’s monopoly of the airwaves. 



The court, the highest in the land and that hears constitutional cases, deferred the application 
… on a technicality … 

In papers filed at court, (lawyer Terence) Hussein said although the Supreme Court seven 
years ago struck down a 43-year statutory provision that granted the old Zimbabwe 
Broadcasting Corporation (ZBH’s predecessor) monopoly of the airwaves, that monopoly still 
exists through a law giving ownership of all radio and television frequencies to the state 
broadcaster. 

Journalists, human rights groups and potential investors in the electronic media cite Section 
38 (of the Broadcasting Services Act) as one of the key impediments to the liberalisation of 
airwaves that was supposed to have taken place when the Supreme Court nullified ZBH’s 
monopoly in 2000. 

For example, the Broadcasting Authority of Zimbabwe chief executive Obert Mugunyura last 
month told a special parliamentary committee on transport and communications that the 
authority could not license new players in the broadcasting sector because of severe 
restrictions imposed by the Act. 

A ban on foreign funding and partnerships in the broadcasting sector is another hindrance to 
potential investors. 

The ZBH, initially conceived as a public broadcaster, is tightly controlled by President Robert 
Mugabe’s government which has the final say on senior editorial and managerial 
appointments…. 

Source: Zim Online (ZW) 
Link to source: http://www.zimonline.co.za/Article.aspx?ArticleId=2120  

SADC standards breached 

• 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens 
• 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections 
• 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil 

liberties of all citizens … 

 

Governor demands lifting of media blackout 
Source Date: 01-10-2007  

A senior Zimbabwe government official who is closely linked to Vice-President Joice Mujuru 
last week stormed the offices of the Ministry of Information demanding the lifting of a (state) 
media blackout on his activities… 

The move to blackout Ray Kaukonde, who is the governor of Mashonaland East province, 
followed a meeting that was called by President Robert Mugabe's press secretary George 
Charamba last month where he told state media editors to limit coverage of Vice-President 
Joice Mujuru and her political allies. 

Kaukonde is part of a powerful Zanu PF faction headed by former army commander Solomon 
Mujuru, that is pushing for Mugabe's ousting from power… 

Source: Zim Online (ZW) 
Link to source: http://www.zimonline.co.za/Article.aspx?ArticleId=2099  

SADC standards breached 



• 2.1.3: Political tolerance; 
• 2.1.5: Equal access to state media for all political parties 
• 2.1.6: Equal opportunity to exercise the right to vote and be voted for 
• 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens 
• 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections 
• 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil 

liberties of all citizens … 

 

Swedish development cooperation organisation demands: Send food observers to 
Zimbabwe 
Source Date: 01-10-2007  

The international development cooperation organisation Kooperation Utan Gränser / Swedish 
Cooperative Centre (SCC) demands the creation of a food observer force. In the same way 
as the international community supervises elections in other parts of the world, an 
independent international control of the food aid is demanded to assume that it reaches those 
who most need it. 

The Swedish Cooperative Centre presents today the report "Be loyal - or starve!" … All 
interviewed persons (families from rural areas) affirm that they lack enough food to survive 
until the next crop. 

Farmers whom we have interviewed confirm that the distribution of food is controlled 
politically, says Anna Tibblin, director of the SCC in Southern Africa. 

The Swedish Cooperative Centre/SCC exhorts the Swedish government to promote that the 
European Union and the World Food Programme (WFP) create a food observer force. The 
UN’s World Food Programme is today responsible for great part of the food aid to Zimbabwe. 
The Swedish Cooperative Centre/SCC considers that the surrounding world should urge the 
regime to accept an increased international control of the aid… 

Source: Swedish Cooperative Centre (SCC) 
Link to source: http://www.newsdesk.se/pressroom/kooperation_utan_granser/ 
pressrelease/view/swedish-development-cooperation-organization-demands-send-food-
observers-to-zimbabwe-170696  

SADC standards breached 

• 2.1.2: Freedom of association; 
• 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens 
• 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections 
• 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil 

liberties of all citizens … 

 
 
Mugabe's secret agents deny food to MDC supporters 
Source Date: 28-09-2007  

It is reported that Zimbabwe army and secret police officers overseeing food aid distribution 
are denying food to hungry opposition supporters as punishment for not backing President 
Robert Mugabe and his ruling Zanu PF party. 



With an estimated five million people in dire need of food aid out of a population of *12 million, 
the withholding of such limited quantities of food as are available is having a devastating 
effect on those excluded. 

According to the main opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) party, state 
security agents deployed last week at the Grain Marketing Board (GMB)'s depots countrywide 
had taken over the vetting of beneficiaries, with known opposition supporters being denied 
food aid. 

The state-owned GMB is the only company permitted to buy maize and wheat - the country's 
two main staples – and to distribute food aid. 

An official with the state grain utility, who spoke on condition of anonymity, confirmed (this)… 
“They ordered GMB staff not to allow enemies of the government (MDC supporters) to access 
food," he said… 

Masvingo, a recognised stronghold for the MDC, is located in an arid region of the country 
and is one of the cities worst hit by hunger…. 

*In view of the massive Diaspora and a conservatively estimated weekly death rate of 3 500 
people, recent (unconfirmed) population estimates suggest that 8 million might be a more 
realistic figure. 

Identified perpetrators: Minister of Agriculture Rugare Gumbo 

Source: Zim Online (ZW) 
Link to source: http://www.zimonline.co.za/Article.aspx?ArticleId=2091  

SADC standards breached 

• 2.1.3: Political tolerance; 
• 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections 
• 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil 

liberties of all citizens … 
• 7.8: [The member state holding elections shall] Ensure the transparency and integrity 

of the entire electoral process … 

 

Politicised food aid 
Source Date: 02-10-2007  

Reports of politicisation of food aid are intensifying in the run up to next year's synchronized 
general elections amid reports of opposition supporters' children being driven away from 
school supplementary feeding schemes in rural areas. 

An aid worker, speaking strictly on condition of anonymity, said that in the course of helping 
torture victims, she had been told that children of Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) 
supporters were being denied access to school food queues in Mberengwa East, in the far 
south of the country. 

In her office on Friday was Sam Mlilo, district chairperson of Mberengwa East, who told The 
Zimbabwean he had seen children driven out of the queue for the supplementary meal at the 
Chamakudo Primary School, near Mataga, because of their parents' political beliefs… 



He said people had tried in vain to complain. He added that Zanu PF structures were being 
used to distribute food and that traditional leaders were also distributing food along party 
lines…. 

Source: Zimbabwean, The (ZW) 
Link to source: 
http://www.thezimbabwean.co.uk/viewinfo.cfm?linkcategoryid=36&linkid=1&id=6259  

SADC standards breached 

• 2.1.2: Freedom of association; 
• 2.1.3: Political tolerance; 
• 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens 
• 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections 
• 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil 

liberties of all citizens … 

 

New CIO plot to quash government critic, Pius Ncube 
Source Date: 01-10-2007  

An extraordinary top-secret document, leaked … by an operative in Zimbabwe's Central 
Intelligence Organisation (CIO), reveals that President Mugabe is not satisfied with just the 
resignation of the Archbishop of Bulawayo, Pius Ncube, after he became a victim of a 
notorious government-inspired 'honey trap'. 

Ncube, a strenuous critic of the Mugabe regime and recently revealed in The First Post to be 
a possible opposition candidate for President, is to have his reputation ground into the dust by 
means of a string of carefully orchestrated scandals…. 

This master plan, complete with its code names (including ‘Zim 1’, the CIO code name for 
Mugabe), its massive payouts, and its extraordinary allegations, is the result. 

Source: First Post, The (UK) 
Link to source: http://www.thefirstpost.co.uk/?storyID=8792  

SADC standards breached 

• 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process; 
• 2.1.2: Freedom of association; 
• 2.1.3: Political tolerance; 
• 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens 
• 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections 
• 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil 

liberties of all citizens … 

 

'Final Push' Actors face charges under the Censorship and Entertainment Act 
Source Date: 02-10-2007  

Zimbabwean authorities Monday released three men arrested over the weekend (at the 
Theatre in Harare Gardens) for staging a play called "The Final Push" about the country's 
political crisis… 



Actors Anthony Tongani and Sylvanos Mudzvova, and journalist James Jemwa, now face 
charges under the country's Censorship and Entertainment Act. Sources said Jemwa 
challenged the arrest of the actors, leading police to arrest him too. 

Identified victims: James Jemwa, independent journalist; Sylvanos Mudzvova and Anthony 
Tongani, actors 

Source: VOANews (USA) 
Link to source: http://www.voanews.com/english/africa/zimbabwe/2007-10-02-
voa61.cfm?rss=politics  

SADC standards breached 

• 2.1.1: Full participation of the citizens in the political process; 
• 2.1.3: Political tolerance; 
• 4.1.1: Constitutional and legal guarantees of freedom and rights of citizens 
• 4.1.2: Conducive environment for free, fair and peaceful elections 
• 7.4: [The member state holding elections shall] Safeguard the human and civil 

liberties of all citizens … 

 


