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We the students from Zimbabwe’s institutions ofii@glearning,

Recalling the historic inception of the inclusive government the 18 of February 2009,
this brought about a stable political environmeonducive for the recovery of the economy
and education in particular.

Considering the Short Term Emergency Recovery Programme (STE&®#®eiled on 19
March 2009, where the inclusive government plaahetation at the centre of its economic
and social policies. Also considering the undertgkhat the Ministry of Higher and Tertiary
Education made in the Second hundred day plan pooive the education sector by thé"26
of August 2009.

Realising the static ramshackle state of higher educatievers months after the formation of
the inclusive government, and that developmentpgweed to be done on paper have not yet
been implemented on the ground. We hereby bringhéo attention of the Honourable
Minister of Higher and Tertiary Education Dr Stamd&nge, the following issues:

<> TUITION AND ACCOMMODATION FEES

> Tuition fees in Universities are ranging from USD4@o
USD700, in Poly-technic and teachers colleges @@y ranging from USD150 to
USD 400. These fees are exorbitant and beyondeaaehrof the majority who are
supported by peasants and civil servants. Studehts cannot afford the fees are
being deferred in almost all institutions such adSN and GZU. The cadetship
scheme which is meant to cushion those who carffmidaio pay fees has not yet
assisted students, as it is reportedly said thagrgponent has no money.

> Accommodation fees are ranging from USD300-USD@&bBése
are also unaffordable by the majority. Physicaleaswhility to institutions of higher
learning is a right of every student thus the neednake campus accommodation
affordable by all.

> Students at Teachers and Poly-technic collegeseaygred to
pay centre fees before sitting for examinationscWhis unreasonable as they are
registered students at those institutions. Cerdes fhave always been charged to
external students.

> Student teachers are receiving a poultry allowanic&SD...
during Teaching Practice, which is far below thevgrty datum line and cannot
sustain them; furthermore they are required totpdipn fees. Students at Morgenster
Teachers College were forced to return for teaclpiragtice after they failed to pay
assessment fees of USD120.
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» Restrictive laws are still being used against sttgléor example the University of
Zimbabwe Act, which allows for the dissolution dfet students union by the Vice
Chancellor and the suspension of student leadastidlinary committees are not
respecting the students’ right to a fair hearinghimi a reasonable time. There is no
adequate and clear protection of female and didabtadents by the laws and
Ordinances. Institutions are failing to respect aedognise the role of Student
Representative Councils (SRC), they are also nodwcting SRC elections.
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TEACHING AND LEARNING MATERIALS

» There is a massive shortage of teaching and leamaterials in all institutions due to
inadequate funding by government. Technologicaliggant such as computers,
projectors, internet, photocopiers, printers, soéetaboratory equipment is either
outdated or not available. Most institutions do r@ve the special academic
equipment required by disabled students, thus inmgatheir access to the right to
education. Since government is not financially 8%y students they cannot afford to
buy the required academic material, as they alréagy a financial burden of paying
tuition and accommodation fees. Libraries are agaghtely stocked and have
outdated books. The curriculum is also outdatediarohsistent with the needs of the
technologically advanced world.
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ACADEMIC PERSONNEL

» Qualified and experienced lecturers who once ctustl the staff of institutions of
higher learning left the service at the height loé £conomic crisis in Zimbabwe,
because of poor working conditions. The situatimprioved but not enough to attract
back the qualified staff, which is critical in dedring quality education. Institutions
are heavily infested by inexperienced and parte tamademic personnel.

% HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE

» Campus clinics don’'t have resident doctors and oa¢dsupplies. Students cannot
afford the compulsory medical aid fee being chargdich ranges from USD5 to
USD20. The clinics do not provide ante and postlredre for pregnant students. The
Students Union is barred for carrying out sociargs such as concerts and debates
on campus.

% ACADEMIC INFRASTRUCTURE

» Infrastructure such as lecture theatres, libradesl halls of residence in all
institutions is in a dilapidated state and in direed of renovations. UZ halls of
residence are closed as they are in an inhabitsthle, students at GZU are still
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sharing premises with Masvingo Poly-technic, an@ tRUST library is still
incomplete. The infrastructure in most institutiassnot user friendly for disabled
students.

Conscious of the suffering of students in institutions ogher learning and bearing in mind
so many students who dropped out of college or tha&dt studies deferred due to the
exorbitant fees

Convinced that it is the duty and international obligatiointloe state to provide quality and
affordable education to all citizens rich or pdst= HEREBY STATE OUR DEMANDS:

1. Tuition fees must be slashed to affordable levels ranging between USD20-
USD100

2. Government must re-introduce student grants and medical aid scheme for
students

3. Working conditions of lecturers must beimproved
4. Therepeal of restrictive provisonsin University and College laws

5. Government must increase the budgetary allocation to the Ministry of Higher
and Tertiary Education

6. Renovation of academic infrastructure in all institutions and opening of UZ
Halls of Residence

7. The respect and recognition of college Student Representative Councils in all
institutions

8. Gender sensitivelaws and Ordinances
9. Respect and protection of therights of disabled students

10. Increase of student teacher s allowances
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