ZINASU FRESH START BY JANUARY 2011 INEVITABLE
Zimbabwe National Students Union (ZINASU) as a student, movement with a vision of safeguarding the robust education sector and consistently advocating for academic freedoms in Zimbabwe, has a mandate to shade off the irregularities now at alarming levels within the once adorable nation of Zimbabwe. Alive to the fact that the relevant authorities are now reluctant to rectify visible educational crisis, a student convention was held from the 13th to 15th of August 2010 where it was resolved that students will take to task “any means necessary” to make sure that the students’ plight is addressed. Pursuant to the student voice, a 23 member extended National Executive Council meeting, with 11 elected at bi-annual congress and 2 members provincial executive, sat on the 3rd of October where they resonated to a mass lecture boycott with effect from 18 October 2010 to pave way for a fresh start by January 2011.

Education has been a key for the majority of Zimbabweans to escape from the vicious circle of absolute poverty. Today the disadvantaged but deserving majority are being denied higher education due to the discriminatory fee structures that were set by the contemporary insensitive inclusive regime. The sons and daughters of both the working class and the peasant farmers have now been relegated to a life of perpetual poverty. The talented but poor will not peacefully co-exist with those who illegitimately amassed wealth at their expense.

The incumbent political and economic leaders of Zimbabwe are all products of free tertiary education and they climbed the social ladder from the most disadvantaged communities to the affluent of the society through education. Denying the talented poor majority the right to education is denying Zimbabwe the able leaders who can transform the our economy and change the fortunes of our troubled nation. The Robert Mugabes, Tendai Bitis and Strive Masiiwas of this generation are in Mazimnyama, Dotito and Chicualacuala etc where they hardly afford a decent meal let alone the US$600 that is being demanded for them to enroll as a Law, Medicine or Economics student at any state university in Zimbabwe. But still education has to be funded.

Institutions of higher learning are being forced to operate mainly from funds received from the financially crippled students adding insignificant funds from the government. Most students are failing to pay the fees and this has over the years weakened the capacity of these institutions to deliver quality education. The few who can afford to pay fees are not getting value for their money as their funds alone are inadequate to revitalize the education sector.

The capacities of institutions of higher learning have been weakened over the years because of under funding. The quality of graduates being produced is compromised and this will destroy the capacity of our industries to drive our economy to greater heights. The nation is turning a blind eye to the sad reality that all is not well in the education sector. Our government is now living in assumed comfort, normalizing the abnormal scenario. A radical stance is therefore imperative to force all stakeholders to revive funding towards education i.e. fro nursery to tertiary.

ZINASU has been forcing institutions to allow all students to write exams with or without paying fees. The union has come to the realization that this is unsustainable if the government together with the corporate world do not chip in to fund education. The students of Zimbabwe expect all college authorities to support the noble cause of temporarily closing institutions and awaken responsible authorities (government & corporate world) to shoulder their responsibility.

ZINASU’s piecemeal measures of protesting against individual college authorities have not been yielding affluent results since it has only resulted in suspensions and expulsions of the already affected students. The students are the major stake holders in the tertiary institutions and peacefully withdrawing will put to a halt all operations thus necessitating dialogue. We definitely hold the key to our emancipation.

The administrators at our institutions have failed to institute measures that ensure transparency and accountability in managing funds which has scared away potential funders. Tertiary institutions have been rocked with numerous incidence of corruption as witnessed by the Nyagura (University of Zimbabwe Vice Chancellor) case of looting UNICEF funds meant to refurbish halls of residence. This surely is not healthy for a sector that desperately needs significant funding from the corporate world.

The capitalist curricular being dished out in tertiary institutions is also alien to the realities of our society as a nation. The graduates being produced are materialistic and self serving and they are not of much value to our nation in this period of rebuilding.

The governance of state institutions is partisan which has resulted in unbridled victimization of all students purported to be against Mugabe who happens to be the chancellor of all universities. 70% of the university councils are all political appointees. We had hoped that with the coming of the inclusive government reforms would be ushered with regards to these anomalities.
To correct all the ills raised above Zinasu has resorted to a radical but progressive stance of forcing the closure of all institutions to executed “by any means necessary” staring with a mass lecture boycott on 18Otober2010 and drag all stakeholders to a round table discussion. Our demands to such an engagement will be;

· Unconditional reinstatement of all college dropouts and cancellation of all student debts at any state institution to pave way for a fresh start

· Unconditional release of results to all students

· Re-invigoration of the loan and grant scheme

· Opening of the halls of residence at the University of Zimbabwe and provision of accommodation at other institutions

· The reinstatement of all suspended and expelled students including reparations for these traumatized victims

· Appointment of professional vice chancellors and principals on basis of merit not loyalty to Mugabe or Mudenge.

· Better remuneration for our lecturers

The Union’s position has been received with overwhelming support from most stakeholders to the education sector. The position is howe4ver a principled position that deserves to be unanimously embraced by all in the interest of nation building as the current state of the higher education sector is recipe of our future social havoc as it is creating a society of illegitimate inequalities. The current state of education is also unsustainable thus ZINASU is calling for “FRESH START” by January 2010.

Meanwhile two revolutionary comrades, Archiford Mudzengi and Samson Nxumalo are remanded in custody, an act ZINASU condemns at all levels as it leaves us wondering whether the reshuffling in ministries was corrective or nepotism at the hands of the Prime Minister. ZINASU is however glad that the two have not been shaken by “old” trick the inclusive regime is using to thwart our efforts to emancipate the students of Zimbabwe from the current satanic bondage.
In pursuing this noble and just cause we neither seek to please anyone nor await approval from any quarters beyond our lecture rooms but remain guided by our desire to see a robust and just education system flowing in Zimbabwe. The revolution is underway stand up and be counted. Together “WE CAN” smash privatization!!!!!!!!!!!! AAAHOYII
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