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fter a decade of a man sham June 27 2008 electionnology, the Great Zimbabwe

made governance cri- As the nation gets into the University, the Midlands
sis in Zimbabwe, the nation transitional arrangement, thisState University for the first
has finally reached a transi-is the time for all stake- semester of the 2008 to 2009
tional arrangement in the holders to look at one of theacademic year has been post-
form of the power sharing worst affected area in ourponed for close to a month
agreement between the twocommunity, the education with University authorities
formations of the Movement sector. Unless something isclearly admitting that the
for Democratic (MDC) and urgently done to address theconditions obtaining on the
the Zimbabwe African Na- shameful conditions prevail- ground is not conducive for
tional Union Patriotic Front ing in the education sectorsafe learning. They sight,
(ZANUPF). The agreement then this new governmentand honestly so that just an
brings hope to the suffering shall be deemed a failure byaverage of 10% of the teach-
masses of Zimbabwe, hopestudents and the teachingng staff is ready to deliver
that has been destroyed by astaff. lectures to students with the
decade of economic melt- other 90% having either left
down, disrespecfor the rule The state of the nation’s compjetely or not prepared
of law and the gross viola- universities is deplor- 14 teach until their poor re-
tion of human rights through aPle to say the least. Theqneration has been ad-
state organized and state®Pening of the University of jreggeq,
sponsored violence particu- Zimbabwe, the National Uni-
larly in the run up to the versity of Science and Tech-

ZIMBABWE'S EDUCATION: WHERE TO FROM
HERE? Education Should Remain a Nation's Priority

To page 3

It was a good develop- this latest development on going to walk the talk, only
ment when the country's the country' political land- time will tell. One thing for
main political protagonists scape. Judging from Robert sure is that despite the 27
Robert Mugabe, Morgan Mugabe's speech after heJ une election
Tsvangirai and Arthur Mu- had signed the document, it which President Mugabe
tambara officially signed a somehow makes one to con-claimed to have won and by
historic power sharing deal clude that this man can ever participating in the talks
and agreed to form an all change. His continued at- Mugabe was accepting that it
inclusive government. From tacks on Britain and Amer- was not an election and that
a student and youth perspec-ica shocked many people. It it was not a true reflection of
tive i remain sceptical, cau- is still to be seen the people of Zimbabwe.
tious though optimistic on whether these leaders are To page 6
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“The road to
Jericho is a
difficult route; it
is infested with
robbers and

thieves”

FOREWORD

Since gaining her independencsurvival of ZANU (PF) are a critical component 'of
in 1980, Zimbabwe has reguwhich had enjoyed a mo-democracy in a society since
larly conducted general electionsnopoly over Zimbabwean they ensure citizen participa-
Since then it has been ruled angolitics. ZANU (PF) as a tion. However the mere exis-
dominated by a liberation movementparty had to find strategiestence of elections is not neces-
Zimbabwe African National Unionto hold on to power in the sarily equivalent to a systemjof
Patriotic Front ZANU (PF). The face of growing discontentdemocracy because military
Movement for Democratic Changeamong general citizens. Itjuntas are in the habit of hold-
(MDC), the biggest opposition partyengagedin violence and ing elections so as to legiti-
was formed in 1999 as a result of atimidation, youth and war mize their rule. Electoral proc-

- governance deficit which manifestedeterans often as the mairesses provide an opportunity
itself through policy failure, corrup-perpetrators, even as it acfor citizens to choose leaders

tion and mis-management of fundsused its opponents of sub-and to change or retain govern-
among other things. The formatiorversive violence. Democ- ments through the transferjof
of the MDC was facilitated by theracy cannot be comprehenpower in a peaceful means.
labour movement, the civic societysively measured by elec-With all this in mind a Govern-

in general and, more importantly, théions in the world; however ment of national unity leaves a
student movement. The birth of atis a pointer and an impor-lot to be desired especially; if
strong opposition, found on pro tant variable in the democ-the will of the people is not

democratic principles threatened theacy discourse. Electionsreflected.

EDITORIAL

he road to Jericho is a difficultZimbabwe national army in eaten (Joel 2:25) and thereby

route; it is infested with robbersthe Democratic Republic of restoring safety on the road to
and thieves. This is the road to a be€ongo war. Robbers andJericho. The locusts in Zim-
ter Zimbabwe where human dignitythieves intensified their evil babwe have taken a human
is respected, where all human beingteeds by the close of theface but the Lord is giving
are treated equally as beings createeéntury through the chaoticassurance that restoration is
in the image of God. The nation haand violent land reform coming, but young people
travelled along this road and in thexercise. This was followed have a great role to play to see
process; robbers and thieves hauwy years of systematic clo-to it that there is transitional
claimed the lives of hundreds of insure of democratic space tgustice in Zimbabwe. The Lord
nocent citizens, destroyed propertgnembers of the opposition,is challenging us in Joel 2:27
and displaced thousands of civiliangivic movements and evenwhen he says “your sons and
This was happening as Levites anihterference in freedom of daughters shall prophesy”.
priest s were passing by, watchingvorship. The challenges inWhen we all work hard then
aloof and taking no action. Jesus saitie new millennium have surely Zimbabwe will very
such Levites and Priests were nbeen coupled by the eco-soon reach the ideal envisioned
neighbors to those travelling on th@omic meltdown which hasin Psalms 133, “behold how
road to Jericho; for they failed toresulted in the massivegood and pleasant it is when
exercise their faith through practicasuffering of the majority of brethren stay together in peace

services to their communities. Zimbabweans. and harmony...."
4 | ‘he travel to a just and peacefu evertheless, there is a his ideal requires every-
nation started a long time fro God in heaven, the one’s effort; the ecu-

the colonial period, through the lib-conflicting political players menical players should shun
eration struggle, the road was bumpiyn the country have come tothe behavior of the Priests and
and almost closed in the early to midn agreement. These play- . .
1980s with the infamous gukuraers are the two formationsthe Levites on f‘h? road to Jeri-
hundi atrocities in the Midlands andf the Movement for De- cho. True Christians shall be
Matabeleland provinces. More chalmocratic Change (MDC) judged not on the basis of the
lenges were to be encountered in thend the Zimbabwe African quality of their cloths of wor-
road in the form of the de facto onéNational Union Patriotic ship but on the basis of their
party state policy, the structural adFront (ZANU PF). The
justments policies of the early 19904,ord had promised us who . .
corruption by senior governmensurvive in crisis environ- growth of humanity. This is
officials, the disbursement in 1997 ofents through the prophet® message of the September
the unbudgeted war veterans gratudoel that he shall surely2008 issue of SCMZ SPEAKS.
ties and the costly involvement of theestore what the locust has

practical contribution to the
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Challenges and expectations in the education sectior
Zimbabwe (..from page 1)

Students are expected to paglo not have access to any comdeteriorated to unacceptable levels. Rural schaods
ZW$48 000 for accommodationputer piece. no longer accessible due to poor roads which baeky
and tuition fees. Bindura Uni-The situation in Polytechnic repairs. More seriously, the tuition fees chargegra

versity which has been opene@nd Teachers Colleges is nomary school are too high in both rural and urban
the living conditions of studentcbetter. These colleges Wereschools. Teachers are not reporting for duty ongla@io
g but not executing their expected duties.

are pathetic. The two accommo_sgcgessfully opened at the beq o secondary education sector, particularlpoard-
dation sites, the new site an@iNning of September. How- jh4 schools the school authorities in an attemptush-
the old site both can not meefVer, there is no learning goingion inflation are now asking students to bring thain
the high demand for accommo®" @s lecturers are not cominggroceries for use in the school kitchen. The dnitiees
remuneration. themselves are too high for the parents who aralgnai

dation due to the ever increas¢!ting  poor e
e-Civil servants and peasants.

ing enrolment at the institution.Moreover the students are r
The deficit in accommodation isquired to pay around ZW$14 This whole picture in the education sector hagdach-
forcing students to stay in theQOO for. tuition, .accommO(-ja- ing gender implications in the school and collegene
fairy cheap but overcrowdegtion and food, a figure that is & munities of the nation. Female students are nowigoei
Chipadze high density SUburbénOCk?ry to the parents.a}ndforced to resort to prostitution in light of theriseis
where an average of seven suguardians who are receiving economic hardships. They are forced to get intatic-

dents is reportedly sharing £allry salaries from their jobs. ships in which they have no power to negotiate safe

single room. As if not enough, the food that therefore exposing them to risks like HIV and AIDS.

. . . 1S seryed n th_e college dinning This is happening in the background of a countrpseh
The nation’s universities do nothalls is not suitable for human .
health delivery system has totally collapsed.

have water and electricity, theconsumption. Water and elec-

zanita(;y ;ysterra istr? cISa_r hea}tltnidty shortages are the order p|| stakeholders in the education sector partidylatu-
azard. Recently the University _ _
of Zimbabwe made headiine<! e day- Qents are quklng forward to the new governmentaimp
when two deputy ministers—, . story of the education Sys_tlently but with a lot of hope. The historic agresm

Eomrrr]uslsmneidththe_ O{J_ter;]ng Offtem will not be complete with- betweer? ZANU PF and the two MDC formatigns,
orenoles at the nsttution Ol . eference to the status ofthough it falls short of the glory of democracyrys
higher learning. The libraries iny, primary and secondary hope to the suffering masses of Zimbabwe. In faat t

wi?r?eveg;l\éleésitelitsboﬁﬁs S\R%E ducation in Zimbabwe. Just awas the best route for Zimbabwe to take at this emm
decade ago, Zimbabwe wasgjven the need for national healing. The government

are no longer relevant to mod-
ern education. Efforts to bringcelebrated the world over asgpq g therefore stand up to the challenges andotap
tions of Zimbabweans in general and students itiquar

modern internet technoloay orlne of the countries with the

' 10logy r]eading quality and quantities i o )
campuses have not yielded any o b receive such edu-lar by urgently allocating the ministries of edioatand
meaningful results, with the .00 "0 ever. following the higher education to competent and professional- indi

bulk oftUn_||\/r(tarS|tt3/ Sbtudents ?ﬂ" overnance crisis, the situationviduals, those who have an educational background.
computer iliiterate because ey, e nation’s schools has

The students’ grievances, a litmus test on the new government

It is with great pleasure to notecal and psychological traumalt is however of major concern to note that somk co
that the interearty agreementin the struggle to see new dis-leges and universities are still charging exorhitaites
signed on the 150f Septembgr pensation through the quest forgng have literarily chosen to fork out lectureriasas
_has restored hope and optimisnacademic freedoms. Somefrom that little which they exploit from the pooeas-
in the student movement .Thewere suspended others were . . . .
long lost dignity in the coun- expelled and they are hoping@nts and civil servants . This has made higher aithrc
tries créme della créme is ex-that they will see themselvesin Zimbabwe a privilege for the elite not for thelight-
pected to be restored in theretaining back to their colleges ened in the rural areas and urban areas .This ¢@s b
shortest time possible by theand universities where freedomevidently been seen at colleges such as Bindurgeuni
new inclusive government . As of association, expression andsijty where a top up of up to $3000 is being demdnde
Zimbabweans we ought not tothe fundamental rights to edu- ¢, students.

forget that there are those stu-cation will be championed by

dents who have suffered physi-the responsible authorities. By Welcome Zimuto CUT Branch



"“°" '/ NURTURING A CULTURE OF DEMOCARCY:
PROJECT ROUND UP )

Nurturing a Culture of Democ- streaming and citizen rights.  development both to their
racy among Youths in Zim- « To promote relevant, effectivelives and the society at
babwe is a pro- and positive participation of large.Instead of being leads

ject which was  Christian Students and youthqErs of tomorrow they are in

launched in Oc- in issues of governance an
act leaders of today.

il ge @ tober 2007 by  human rights defending.

,.v Whae' SCMZ. The . To integrate young ChristiansThe project which targeted
[ 3 project was interventions with other pro- all the ten political and ad-

- g coming in the  gressive youths civic forma-ministrative provinces of
face of a multi-  tions so as to foster a coordis

. ) h t the holdi
faceted Zimbab- nated approach to resolution of € country saw the holding
of public meetings, commut

~ L Lo wean crisis.  the Zimbabwean governance’. )
] There was apa- crisis. nity outreach meetingsj
Part of the thy among youth especially tertiary institutions meet-
r— Young Christians in participat- SCMZ is convinced that youthsings, focus group discus-
. - INg In governance ISsues. need support, guidance, and ensions, community sweep for
Ing a public The project had the following . .
powerment to face the growingdemocracy campaigns, as

meeting in Mu- specific objectives : ; icati
care. « To mobilize Christian students challenges which are manifestawell as the publication of

and youths to participate in tions of leadership crisis. Youngthree issues of the newslet-
national issues, stand up forpeople have to be capacitateer, SCMZ SPEAKS and
their rights and fight stigma. and equipped with adequatethe distribution of t shirts,
* To build a critical mass and accurate and relevant informadflyers and the constant pub-
raise awareness, developmention and skills so as to meaninglication of press statements.

and understanding on demoC-q contribute to sustainable
racy education, gender main- ... To page 5

HIV/AIDS, the human rights challenges

The HIV/AIDS pandemic re- male students engaging g irsocial, developmental and
mains one of the toughest chal-risky sexual tendencies so as teconomic foundations. It
lenges facing the young genera-survive. The lack of easily ac-should tackle related issues
tion of today. This is clearly cessible treatment channels botbf poverty, malnutrition,

evidenced by the HIV preva- at tertiary institutions and thegender exploitation and ine-

“The challenge

5o S G 06 lence rates which stand atnation at large have resulted imuality, overcrowding, inse-
% within the 19 — 33 years age many student developing a negaeurity, cultural and tradi-
students to group. This automatically placestive attitude towards issues oftional norms that exacerbate
students at the focal points oftesting and disclosure, which ardghe spread of HIV/AIDS.
change our any probable HIV/AIDS inter- vital steps towards eradicatingThe challenge also rests on
vention mechanisms. HIV/AIDS. The global HIV/ ys as students to change our

SR e AIDS theme for last year andpenaviour. attitudes and

The_ current econor_nic a}nd sqciaIEhis year _hzf}s been focusing Orberceptions on HIV and
crisis that the nation is facing “Leadership”. .

TN )% today has compounded the ef- AIDS. This deadly pan-
fects of the deadly pandemic on The theme was calling upon alidemic has a negative impact
the student’'s population. The leaders across the globe to taken national development and
lack of government's financial and implement necessary meagshus all of us should also
support and the recent introduc-ures and policies which mitigatetaie a leadership role in the
tion of tuition and accommoda- the devastatory impact of HIV/fight against HIV and AIDS.
tion fees at all tertiary institu- AIDS. The incoming Zimbab-

tions have resulted in further wean government created by th%ortune
impoverishment of students. recent political deal by the major
These economic challenges havepolitical parties must acknowl-
seen many students mainly fe-edge HIV/AIDS as a crisis with

perceptions on

Nyamande, UZ-
Medical School Branch
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PROGRAMMES UPDATE

As the nation is undergo-
ing a transitional period
in its governance structures
SCMZ is there to add its voice
in the transitional process
through various activities
which formulate its program-
ming. Having participated
well with other progressive
civic players in urging people
to go out and vote in the
March 29 2008 harmonized
elections, the movement was
left with an unfinished busi-
ness after the presidential elec-
tion failed to produce an out-

Mashonaland West and Mani-clusive to ensure that all stakeholders were reptes!
caland. This was done throughn the talks, especially civil society, church gestand
college discussion meetingshe youths.

and the distribution of t shirts. As the parties to the talks were negotiating, SCA4Z
The June 27 election was depart of its tradition held an annual youth campAin
clared a sham by many obgust where 200 youths from all the ten politicatian
server missions including theadministrative provinces of the country gathered to
SADC mission, the AU ob- (among other things) discuss and come up with & pos
server mission, the Pan Africantion on the talks in South Africa. The gatherindnieh
Parliament observer missionassembled at the Masiye Camp, 65 kms South of Bula-
the UN observer mission andwayo in Matopos agreed that negotiations were the
the bulk of the civic groups in jdeal route for Zimbabwe and that the people of Zim
Zimbabwe (SCMZ included). babwe, particularly students and young people have
This coupled with the contin- syffered for more than enough and that there wad ne
ued economic collapse and theor an agreed transitional arrangement urgentherg&h
continued suffering of the ma-was consensus that although the talks had a nuaiber

right winner thus triggering an jority of the Zimbabwean citi- short comings there was need to give the process a

election run off on 27 June

2008.

In the post March 29 the

movement's programming

was centered on urging people
to go out and vote peacefully.
However, due to the increas-
ing scale in state organized
and state sponsored violence
the movement's go out and
vote campaign subsequently
turned into a do not vote cam-
paign. The campaign was tar-
geting tertiary institutions and

it covered the regions of Mas-
vingo, Bulawayo, Gweru, Ha-

rare, Mashonaland Central,

zens forced the major politicalchance but in the process SCMZ and other youth or-

players in the country (the twoganizations need to expose the short comings in the
formations of the Movementiglks.

for Democratic Change andNow that the political players have reached anegre
ZANU PF) to the negotiating ment SCMZ is again moving around the provinces to
table mediated by South Afri- consult its membership and the generality of thetlyo
can President, Thabo Mbeki.constituency on what their role is within the agneat

In the process, SCMZ wasand to hear their comments on the agreement itself.
holding consultative focus This is an on going process and SCMZ is still ia th
group discussions with youthsprocess of compiling these views.

across the country to get theilln summation the movement’s programming is guided
input and comments on the,y he changing needs of young people in Zimbabwe.
process in South Africa. TheThese needs are mainly shaped by the politicalakoc
major issue that arose from the i i

discussions was that the prOC<_';1nd economic developments in the country hence pro-
ess of negotiations should hav@ramming based on the governance and transitional
been more open and more inprocesses.

NURTURING A CULTURE OF DEMOCARCY: PROJECT ROUND UP (...from page 4)

The project focused on four
facets:

* Democracy, Principles of

good governance and Human

Rights Defending

 Leadership Training and De-
velopment

* Conflict Transformation

* Gender mainstreaming and
Female Capacity Building

The project which ran for 12
months faced a number of
challenges, key among them

the closure of democratic space®

leading to the raiding of the
SCMz offices in June 2008.
However, the project registered

a number of successes: female student participation in SCMZ governance
programmes

» The civic and human rightse the project also managed to challenge the myth that
education component of the governance and human rights issues are no go areas
project (with complementary for the church as through interactions with various
efforts from other civic and church groups the project managed to mobilize a
ecumenical players) scored critical mass that wants to participate in theseés
very well, as evidenced by against all odds

the high levels of participa-« the talks among political players and the subsegjuen
tion by young people in the agreement on 15 September also shows the efforts
harmonized elections. More- of progressive civic projects like nurturing a cué
over, their choices of leader- of democracy which emphasized the need for a
ship indicated that they were peaceful transformation process in Zimbabwe’s gov-
doing it from an informed ernance structures

perspective As the project winds up it is paving way to a newt b
the project boosted confi-related project which is to run from October 2068 t
dence among the femaleSeptember 2009. The new project is called
members of the movement asPromoting positive participation of young Christga
evidenced by the increase inn civic issues in Zimbabwe”.
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ZIMBABWE'S EDUCATION: WHERE TO FROM HERE?
Education Should Remain a Nation's Priority (from p age 1)

By entering in these talks with Morgan itpriority for the develop- pain. | acknowledge that
was a clear admittance By ZANU PF thament of any country as it isthere are going to be re-
they cannot run the government on theia fundamental human rightforms in our education
own. | still maintain that ZANU PF cannotand education is critical for system but they should be
be trusted as they have a long record dhe development of highfor the benefit of the peo-
breaking concessions and agreements thsekilled manpower, technol-ple of Zimbabwe and such
would have signed. ogy transfer and generatiorreforms and policies
of new knowledge. should not be like the
The greatest challenge we have is to build failed Economic Structural
this nation and remove it from the whimsAs Zimbabweans focus onAdjustment Programme
and caprices of poverty. One of the mosthis transitional process we(ESAP) of 1992, which
fundamental areas needing serious and whould make sure that thoserivatized, commaoditised
gent attention is our country's education seevho will be mandated toand commercialized edu-
tor. It is a public secret that Zimbabwe's eduead for the next 18 cation and in so doing
cation system had plunged into the dolmonths,5 years or whatevetired the suicide rope on
drums. As the new government starts workfe span is going of thateducation in Zimbabwe.
they need to priorities education amongovernment not to forget

other social services and basic rights. Eductlhe  educational sector To page 8
tion should always remain every nation'svhich is bleeding and in

The st at us of wonen, a
soci al and historical perspective

The discourse on the status of women iffor quite a long time and cieties on aspects like
society has become increasingly wide+temained unopposed until household arrangements,
spread in the academia and out of it overecently. division of labor between
the years. Previously, this was a point tqgince the 19th century, genders, child-raising
ponder for women, just like all matters at Practices, inter alia. Con-
related to social change which i”adver'changing policy with re- Sensus however is absent
tently implies social conflict. The quUes- yards women's lives beganabout whether there have
tion is what is and has been the status qf emerge with real pres- been women supremacists
women vis-a-vis what it ought to be.g .o coming in the post©" matriarchal societies in
These issues are so intimately interlaceq,oriq war two epochs. which the political power
that they cannot be discussed one outsidg§ance acknowledgementsOf women has been actu-
o f t he other . ihat sex discrimination ally superior to that of
Those of the traditional sex role school ofoyists became commonMeN- The common conclu-
thought believe that the status of women, Together with this sion ensuing is that if ma-
should be as it has been, that is, it is biog, 4 valuation, came the triarchies ever existed,
logically conditioned and remains the¢y t,al interest on the they were both rare and
same across cultures, traditions and religsiats of women. Hence it @ncient.  Otherwise  the
ions. In other words, women's roles arg,5s pecome apparent thatStatus of women was that
and lives are relatively homogeneousgemjer relations theory can® f equality
with respect to social function. The pre-q developed only in cross with men, in their gender
sumed logic is that men have been the.itural perspective. Thus systems.

active agents of social change ang; nas pecome clear that ..Topage 7
women the domesticated partner in thgne social lives of women

household sphere. These views have hek?ary widely between so-

movements aimed

SCMZ SPEAKS
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The status of wonen a social and historical
perspective (...from page 6)

While the authority and powerln today's modern capitalist political disempowerment of women. As a result, the
of women is realized but con-economies, the gender rolesglobal movements seeking justice for women have
sciously not recognized by menand status of women haveemerged across various cultures.
is basically because of the feawastly changed. Whereas in preWith this, there is need to look at various sourcks

of the reproductive power ofmodern society male and fe-knowledge so as to fully place the status of women.
women by men. This becomegnale gender roles maintained aReligion is one such source. It remains to be seen
the major factor underlying thecohesive social system andwhether orthodox-Christianity, and also Judaism can
dominance and control overneither gender had a monopolydeal squarely with the mounting evidence of thé& lin
women by men. The levels andn public impact since both had between male supremacy and the salient characteris-
magnitudes of control do varythe collective responsibility of tics of western religious systems as presentedhén t
cross-culturally though. Thisreproduction and production, scriptures. However, whether one views the disadvan
variation is partly explained by the development of capitalist taged status of women to be an urgent moral issue
the economic status of the dif-centralized production en- depends primarily on how one assesses the status qu
ferent women. For instancehanced the splitting of thesein respect of one's interest and upon their commept
upper-class women who hardlyfunctions. Thus the privatiza- of what sort of world is devinely intended for huma
raise the children they bear andion of the family by the capi- well-being. Therefore the question on the status of
the women in poverty strickentalist income tended to destroywomen in society requires urgent and increasing-pre
groups who are forced to raisgahe value of domestic work. sure and attention within Christian circles now &md
other people's children and noWWomen began to live only the future for a balanced society to ensue sociktal
nurture their own. These oc-within the private home sphere velopment.

cupy or enjoy different and they became isolated. The 3
statuses. result was the personal and By Matsiliso Moyo SCMZ Gender Secretary

Expectations of female students from the new govenment

The nation’s hopes and aspira- parents is quite minimal while computer technology. Lecturers are not coming for
tions have been raised by the at the same time the governmeriectures, accommodation is dilapidated and the food
agreement on the f5of Sep- s not giving any financial sup- offered to students is not suitable for human con-
tember 2008 between the two port to students in colleges.sumption.

formations of the Movement This has left the majority of The new government arrangement has a lot of work
for Democratic Change female students with no optionto do to ensure that it addresses the plight ofafem
(MDC) and the Zimbabwe but to resort to commercial sexstudents in Zimbabwe's tertiary institutions. Thesb
African National Union Patri- work. This is exposing the fe-way of dealing with the issues affecting female- stu
otic Front (ZANU PF). As males to risks like HIV infec- dents is to consult them, to involve them in policy
citizens prepare for the new tions as the poor young womerformulation and development. This should be a top
government arrangement there can not negotiate safe sex givepriority for the new government.

is a constituency that in my their vulnerable economic con-Women'’s rights are human rights too!

view deserves great attention ditions. Worse still, the females s

from the new government, do not have access to medice
these are female students lit- tion given the collapse of the
tered around tertiary institu- health sector in Zimbabwe.
tions in Zimbabwe. Females in colleges have diffi-
There are a number of chal- culties accessing sanitary pad
lenges that we as female stu-due to unavailability and in
dents face in our colleges as acases where they are availabl
direct result of the economic the prices are too prohibitive.:
and governance crisis that hasAs a result female students ar’+
characterized our nation for being forced to use other meth
more than ten years now. Due ods which are a threat to health
to the socio-cultural factors All students in Zimbabwe are
obtaining in Zimbabwe which faced with a reality of being
has a bias towards educating forced to learn in an environ-
male children as compared to ment not conducive for learn-

female ones the support that ing. There are no up to date texSandra Dzvete, UZ Branch
female students receive from books in colleges, let alone




The voice of the people is the voice of God

SCMZ Speaks: ANEWSLETTER OF THE STUDENT CHRISTIAN

MOVEMENT OF ZIMBABWE
\

he Student Christian Movement of Zimbabwe (SCMZ) is a registered
non denominational faith and membership based organisation affiliated
SCMZ SPEAKS to be published in to the Geneva headquartered World Student Christian Federation (WSCEF).
The organisation is there to address the changing needs of young people and
students. The movement has two critical responsibilities which are:

Contribution to the next edition of

December 2008 are welcome from all

the stakeholders of the movement ¢ To create a God fearing, just, peaceful, transparent, politically toler-
ant society with equal opportunities.
¢ Challenging students and members to express their faith in practi-
Contact; cal service.
The Secretariat Vision - A just, peaceful and transparent society in which young people enjoy
equitable resource allocation and equal opportunities in education, career
Student Christian Movement guidance and employment.
. Mission - To conscientise and mobilise students and youths to be pro-active
of Zimbabwe in society for positive change.
Number 83 Overall Goal - To build 2 movement that is relevant and sensitive to the

socio-economic issues affecting young people.
Central Avenue

P.O Box CY 796, Causeway Overall Objectives
¢ To call students to faith in God the Father, the Son and the Holy
Harare Spiri
piit.
Zimbabwe ¢ To help students grow in their Christian life through prayer, study

of the bible and the active membership in the Church.
¢ To train, equip and encourage students to witness to their faith in
Phone; + 263 4 738 920 practical service to their neighbours.
Fax: + 263 4 703 474 4 To lead students to see their studies as ways of serving God.

Cell: +263 912 948 274 L4 To provide an opportunity for other students to come and under-

stand and accept the Christian faith.

Email: zimsem@yahoo.co.uk ¢ To strive for justice and peace in the society and for the visible

unity in Christ’s Church.

ZIMBABWE'S EDUCATION: WHERE TO FROM HERE?
Education Should Remain a Nation's Priority (From page 6)

Zimbabwe had become those who are to venture in the smaticular by the progressive introduc-
a nation for loafers the rate technical businesses and this will retion of free education; , further,
of unemployment of about 85%, duce unemployment. African Charter on Human and
school leavers are now surviving We need quality education for all andPeoples Rights article 17 (1)
the hardest way. The governmentot education for the elite, educatiomobustly articulate the need to
should create formal means of em-should remain a nation's priority. Themake access to education, states
ployment so as to reduce the numnew government should put this intdundamental duty and obligation.
ber of people working in the infor- cognisance that there are part to marfyinally, education's philosophies
mal sector as it has no benefit to a@nternational and regional human rightshould entail a humanistic ap-
government since it cannot effec-instruments relevant to the educatioproach that should emphasize in
tively tax the informal sector. sector, such as the Universal Declargromoting national development; a
Most vocational training centres tion of Human Rights Article 26, wider participatory process; socio-
had been closed to pave way for thavhich clearly states that everyone hasolitical economic and technologi-
Border Gezi training camps for right to education, International Cove-cal changes; and the overall culture
youths and this was a sad developnant on Economic, Social and Culturabf the nation. We need to work
ment. We hope these centres willRights Article 13 (c) states that Highetogether as a nation and have a
be reopened to pave way for stu-education shall be made equally accegood will so that we reach the
dents. There is need for establishingsible to all, on the basis of capacity, byromised Land.
more vocational centres to cater forevery appropriate means, and in palava Blessing (ZINASU Informa-
tion Secretary)



