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“Integrity without knowledge is weak and useless, and knowledge without integrity is dangerous and dreadful” - Samuel
Johnson

Every month, Transparency International Zimbabwe produces a monthly Advocacy and Legal Advice Centre (ALAC) Update to provide
its stakeholders with a corruption trends analysis. The updates seek to inform clients, referral organisations, civic society as well as
the general public of emerging issues and how these issues may be addressed at an individual, community and policy level.

Corruption and your Constitution

The month of September saw the COPAC outreach teams in the Harare and Bulawayo Metropolitan provinces. In line with this
development, Transparency International-Zimbabwe (Tl-Z) had conducted community meetings in various suburbs in and around Harare
with the aim of increasing the public’s understanding of the Constitution and the need to have values of transparency, integrity and
accountability entrenched in the new constitution. Eleven communities meeting were held in Harare during the month of September.
Communities visited included Cold Comfort, Epworth, Glen Norah, Highfield, Kambuzuma, Marimba, Mufakose, Seke, Warren Park and
Waterfalls. Four community meetings were carried out in Matabeleland North and South in Bulawayo, Gwanda, Plumtree and Shangani.
Manicaland saw three community meetings and mobile legal aid clinics being conducted in Chikanga, Dangamvura and Sakubva and one
public meeting in Mutare. These meetings enabled TI-Z to evaluate the public’s understanding of the thematic issues in the
constitution as well as the level of their participation during the outreach programmes that had already been carried out. Over 300
people attended the road show held in Chikanga where prizes were awarded in a stimulating question and answer session on corruption
and the constitution.

The majority of the community members in Harare were eager to participate save for a few communities such as Epworth were the
public is still afraid to voice their views and concerns for fear of victimization.

Current Trends in corruption

During September 2010, 32 clients sought assistance from the Advocacy and Legal Advice Centre. This brings the total number of
clients who have been assisted by ALAC since April 2009 to 753. September was a month with a difference as it was the first time that
more complaints were received from women rather than men. More than half of the complaints were received during mobile legal aid
clinics which were conducted after community meetings. It has since been noted that generally women attend community awareness
meetings more and hence mobile legal aid clinics may be a more efficient way to reach the female population.

Only 9% of the complaints received were from semi urban areas with 91% of complaints being received in urban areas. The low
percentage of clients from the rural and semi urban areas suggests a need for aggressive publicity of services on offer in those areas
so that people may demand them more.

The Media and Corruption

The media still remains one of Zimbabwe’s most important and strategically placed
stakeholders in anti-corruption advocacy. The media provides the platform through
which corruption and governance issues involving public and private entities are
publicly discussed. In addition, the media has played a significant role in educating and
informing the general public on the extent to which corruption has affected
development and democracy in the country. Media coverage on corruption issues in
both the public and private print media for the month of September was decent.
However, most articles were trivialised by being confined to the middle pages of
newspapers or forming accompanying stories in on-line publications. Nevertheless, TIZ
observed that most newspapers carried at least three corruption related articles per
publication under consideration.

The pie chart
below shows the
number of
M Financial Gazette articles reported
B The Standard in the major
[ The Herald newspapers in
; the month of
Sunday Mail
o a.y : September 2010
' The Zimbabwean
News Day

Highlights of stories that are corruption related or those that denote an absence of
accountability and transparency;

The Zimbabwean edition of 22 September 2010 carried a headline ‘Judges take bribes’
in which the Anti Corruption Commission (ACC) condemned the growing number of
cases they are receiving involving bribery of prosecutors, magistrates and even
judges. The Independent had earlier picked up the story on 17 September, ‘Judges
among corruption accused’. TI-Z commends the ACC for coming out strongly against
corruption in the judiciary and looking forward to the prosecution and conclusion of
all cases they have received. It is important for urgent action to be taken against

corrupt judicial officers because anti-corruption work to some extent depends on
them. Corrupt judiciaries fracture and divide communities by keeping alive the sense
of injury created by unjust treatment and mediation. Judicial systems debased by
bribery undermine confidence in governance by facilitating corruption across all
sectors of government, starting at the helm of power. In so doing, they send a blunt
message to the people ”in this country, corruption is tolerated”. This is the last
message Zimbabwe needs to project especially in the current discourse around
reconstruction, reconciliation and democratisation.

Social services delivery: Majority of the

complaints received were on issues pertaining to service
delivery particularly service delivery from Zimbabwe
Electricity Transmission and Distribution Company (ZETDC)
and the Mutare City Council and Harare City Council.
Complaints of water metres being forcibly removed by
council employees and clients receiving water bills after
disconnection were received. Both the local authorities
and ZETDC have agreed to hold group meetings to advise
both TI-Z and the clients on how they are billing them.

The Sunday Mail of 26 September - 2 October also carried a sobering story entitled
“1.4m exposed”. The story referred to the million dollar scam which took place at
Kingstones Pvt (Ltd). The newzimsituation.com online publication of 28 September
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Strengthening the Fight Against Corruption profits. Moreover, a critical and qualified human resource base maybe a pipe dream if
. . . . . . . bribery and nepotism are not dealt with. TI-Z strongly recommends the representative
The fight against corruption still continues despite the VEITUE bodies for employers, industry and others to put in place stronger measures against
hu.rdles met. along the way. The ma]orlty .of Fhe cases received corruption. Investors are watching. Ministry of Finance and the Reserve Bank need to
this month involved seeking further clarlflcatlon on nature a"fj o ; ' consistently and decisively comment and deal with corrupt elements in the system.TI-Z
progress of cases. For example, some clients wanted to know if | iacon formeeting and sending of documents is always willing to be a technical partner in the capacity building to fight corruption and

the acts alleged actually constituted corruption acts under the
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violation of other legal provisiops apd reg'ulations.. Clari.figati.on Personal and community responsibility: As citizens, Zimbabweans still have individual
was sought through communication with various Ministries | fefered toanother NGo roles to help in eradicating corruption. Corruption is not compulsory and its effects are
including thg Mm]stnes °f. Finance, Labgur, Local Government pervasive hence waiting for the government and or private sector to do everything is
through various city councils, Home Affairs through the various | ... ;e nsttution irresponsible. Where possible, citizens should shun companies they know to be corrupt.
Police Departments and the Anti Corruption Commission. Although . rre s o 8/ Boycott their products. It is important not to become despondent in the face of a
(Sl GhE still pe.ndmg from V?”"US.POHC‘? DepartmenFs, ! v compromised justice delivery system. Not all prosecutors, lawyers and or judges are
Ministry of Labour, Ministry of Education, City of Harare and City corrupt hence reporting corruption remains important. TI-Z has a daily hotline and
of Mutare on the allegations of corruption, it is commendable to Graph showing the action taken for the service to assist victims of corruption on advice to move forward. TI-Z encourages the
note that clarification has since been received from The complaints received public to be as diligent as possible in gathering evidence. It is always difficult to demand
Zimbabwe National Water Authority (ZINWA) on its responsibilities prosecution where there is little to no evidence. Neighbours within communities should
particularly on water .allocatlon from natural sources.  Other organize themselves, name and shame for example, municipal staff that is demanding
cases required assistance from other nongovernmental bribes from ratepayers. Communities and neighourhoods can and should organize
organisations such as Zimbabwe Women’s Lawyers Association, themselves and come up with local and actionable solutions to root out corruption.
Justice for Children Trust and Legal Resources Foundation. Contact your Member of Parliament and demand that they push for stronger anti

corruption legislation in Parliament and follow up on their promise.

Join the battle against corruption. Report Today Toll Free 0800 4276



