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Mugabe ally effectively running election body

Zimbabwe will not have a free and fair
election until members of the state
security agency [CIO] and former sen-
ior soldiers who work for the Zimba-
bwe Electoral Commission [ZEC]
have been removed from the secretari-
at that runs the body.

In an interview with SW radio Africa
political commentator Pedzisai
Ruhanya said despite the appointment
of new commisssioners in 2010, their
influence is largely limited to seting
policy and it was in fact the secretariat,
still packed with Mugabe cronies, that
does the day to day running of elec-
tions.

SW Radio Africa understands Justice
Simpson Mutambanengwe who was
appointed to chair ZEC is not well and
his deputy, Joyce Kazembe, a key ally,
is effectively running the commission.
Kazembe has been with ZEC for over
15years and involved in over 5 disput-
ed elections which Mugabe won.

More recently she was part of the dis-
credited election comission, headed by
retired brigadier general George Chi-
weshe. That commission withheld
presidential election results for weeks
in March 2008,amid reports the period
was used to manipulate figures that
denied Tsvangirai an outright victory
against Mugabe.

The current Chief Elections Officer is

Lovemore Chipunza Sekeramayi, a
former member of the President’s of-
fice. The notorious Central Inteligence

Organisation[CIO] falls under the
Presidents Office and Ruhanya said
Sekeramayi’s deployment in such po-
sition was deliberate on Mugabe’s

part.
The two directors who work under
Sekeramayi, Utoile Silaigwana

[Operations] and Notayi Mutemasango
[Adminstration and Finance], are for-
mer soldiers fiercly loyal to Mugabe.
Silaingwana is responsible for polling,

training, election logistics, voter edu-
cation and public relations for the
commission.

Ruhanya said this ZEC secretariat was
responsible for the sham election in

June 2008, marked by blood-
shed,enforced  disappearances and
egregious human rights violations

which were all in violation of the elec-
tral act. Despite this same individuals
deemed the one man presidential poll
in 2008 free and fair.

The personnel of the Zimbabwe Elec-
tion Commission and the Registra
General’s office should be subjected to
public scrutiny with a view to increas-
ing public acountabilty and transparen-
cy. These two institutions and the in-
duviduals running them have been part
of the crisis the country is faced with,
Ruhanya said.

During the 2002 presidential election
the recently promoted Major General
Douglas Nyikayaramba was the Chief
Executive Officer of the commission.
He made sure the body was stuffed
with soldiers, state security agents and
ZANU PF militia. His recruits are still
there and will ensure Mugabe wins by
hook or crook.

To contact this journalist
lance@swradioafrica.com

e-mail

Kereke versus Gono: The Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe in Leadership crisis

Kereke the former adviser to Gono
and the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe
for eight years has come out blazing
exposing Gono’s malicious activities
at the Bank.

These Kereke purported revelations do
not exonerate him either from whatev-
er was happening at RBZ. To image
that he had to wait 8years to be kicked
out by his boss speaks volumes of a
man who was part of the events at the
Lender of last resort in our economy
and was not prepared to let go at any
moment. This is just a question of sour

emotions between two looters who
have fallen out of each other’s favour
and are rushing to take defence lines.

This Kereke guy is dangerous and
equalling shaming himself simply be-
cause no man of mettle waits to spill
the beans when things have gone bad
for him. And these revelations do not
make him the innocent sheep. Remem-
ber he was the chief adviser to Gono
the person and the RBZ the institution.
And for eight years what was he advis-
ing on.

This writing is hand written and it is
clear on the wall. Now we have all
been made to see how all those whom
we have entrusted with our national
purse are in reality termites feeding off
the purse at the expense of the citi-
zens. Whether the termite  makes
noise after filling its belly and claim
that it was specified and personally
targeted as Kereke is doing now or
continues to munch in silence as Gono
and many others in government and
the economy are doing is neither here
or there. Termites are termites. If you
don’t make a mill of them I tell you
the next moment we all decide to lift
and check that sack holding onto our

national wealth we will all realise that
even the sack itself would have disap-
peared into these little bellies of carni-
vore.

Zimbabwe are we going to be fooled
again or we are to realise that our
wealth is in serious danger. The dan-
ger is not coming from the Imperialists
but our very own greed crisis entrepre-
neurs who are milking our country dry
for their benefit. It is high time that
Zimbabweans take charge and have
concern on how our wealth is being
managed.

By Tafadzwa Maguchu



SADC Must Focus on the Responsibility to Protect Citizens from a violent Zimbabwe
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Last week Zimbabwe’s justice
minister Patrick Chinamasa
gave a glowing (but false) ac-
count of sterling efforts by his
government to promote all hu-
man rights. With over three
years of the inclusive govern-
ment and little to show for it in
terms of reforms to level the
political field and prepare for
democratic, non-violent elec-
tions, and with repeated calls
from president Mugabe and
Zanu PF for an early poll, it
appears that SADC and Zimba-
bwe’s neibhours should now
focus on prevention of violence
during an inevitable election
and on activating the interna-
tional norm coined by the Unit-
ed Nations in 2005; the respon-
sibility to protect citizens.

The responsibility to protect
principle rests on three pillars,
namely: (1) A state has a re-
sponsibility to protect its popu-
lation from mass atrocities
[such as systematic, wide-
spread state-sponsored elec-
toral violence]; (2) The interna-
tional community has a respon-
sibility to assist the state if it is
unable to protect its population
on its own; and (3) If the state
fails to protect its citizens from
mass atrocities and peaceful
measures have failed, the inter-
national community has the
responsibility to  intervene
through coercive measures
such as economic sanctions.
Military intervention is consid-
ered the last resort.

Instead of continued appeals to
president Mugabe and Zanu PF
to do the reasonable thing an
institute meaningful electoral
reforms which they have no
intention of implementing,
SADC and particularly South
Africa, the regional power-
house, should simply spell it

ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary
Assembly says free media a
prerequisite to development.
The 7th regional African Car-
ibbean and Pacific-European
Union (ACP-EU) Joint Parlia-
mentary Assembly has af-
firmed free media as a prereq-
uisite to development and criti-
cal in the promotion of democ-
racy, human rights and good
governance.?

The regional meeting (southern
Africa), held in Lusaka, Zam-
bia from 22- 24 February 2012,
discussed also issues of region-
al integration, mineral re-
sources and their contribution
to development, strengthening
democracy and Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs).

The affirmation of the need for
a free media in southern Africa
came after the Media Institute
of Southern Africa Regional
Secretariat had made submis-
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out to Mugabe and his so-
called hardliners that there is
no running away from demo-
cratic reforms, and that the
regional bloc will not stand
aside and watch Zimbabwe
butcher its citizens again while
going through the motions of a
sham election. To insist on
elections when the environment
is not right would be a waste of
time and resources because
such a process will not bring
legitimacy if it is not under-
written by SADC.

We, Zimbabwe civil society
organizations under the Crisis
in Zimbabwe Coalition banner,
fully support the Southern Afri-
can Development Community
(SADC) Mediator for Zimba-
bwe, president Jacob Zuma and
the SADC Organ Troika in
their insistence on genuine

preparations for democratic
elections in Zimbabwe that are
without violence or intimida-
tion. We urge SADC leaders
when they meet to discuss
Zimbabwe on 11 June to pre-
sent a clear roadmap to free
and fair elections in Zimbabwe
that SADC leaders can enforce
to ensure full compliance. Im-
plementation of agreed reforms
under the roadmap should be in
accordance with clear time
limits.

In line with activating the re-
sponsibility to protect mecha-
nism, SADC should directly
engage with the United Nations
Human Rights Council and the
U.N Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights to
closely monitor events on the
ground and stand ready to rally
the international community to
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sions to the joint parliamentary
assembly, insisting that the
intrinsic relationship between
the democratisation project and
media freedom, of which the
promotion of access to infor-
mation is an integral part, can
only be ignored at own peril by

all stakeholders. On the role of
the media, the final communi-
qué, issued in Lusaka on 24
February, 2012 read in detail:

Members recognised that the
media are shaping public opin-
ion, mediating the debate be-

| intervene

in Zimbabwe to
maintain the peace and protect
citizens from a predatory state.

We are aware of the slow, and
often frustrated efforts to come
up with a new constitution, of
efforts by parliament to enact
electoral reforms legislation
and the law to establish the
Human Rights Commission.
However, key justice admin-
istration and security sector
institutions remain entrenched
and partisan towards Zanu PF.
Key mechanisms to prevent
violence during elections will
be in the form of a strong ob-
servation and monitoring pres-
ence from SADC, the AU and
the UN. SADC should go a
step further, once elections
dates are announced, to deploy
a team of peace monitors to
Zimbabwe.

South Africa has the capacity
on its own to deploy a strong
team of monitors and observors
to ensure that there is no repeat
of the 2008 scenario where the
June presidential runoff elec-
tion was held under conditions
of extreme violence that left
over 200 dead. It is encourag-
ing that recently South Africa’s
Foreign Minister Ms. Maite
Nkoana-Mashabane said her
country expects the Global
Political Agreement (GPA), to
be fully implemented with a
new constitution approved by
referendum before new elec-
tions are held. With Zanu PF’s
vocal supporter in the ANC —
Julius Malema — now thrown
out of the party, it is time for
Zamu PF to acknowledge the
policy-shift by the ANC when
it comes to Zimbabwe.

Dewa Mavhinga, Crisis in Zim-
babwe Coalition Regional Co-
ordinator

tween the state and civil socie-
ty, but also acting as a watch-
dog over public processes,
against private gain. Free me-
dia are a prerequisite to devel-
opment in the promotion

of democracy, human rights
and good governance.

MISA takes this resolution
seriously and intends to inten-
sify its advocacy and lobby
efforts on the promotion of
access to information within
southern

Africa as well as ensuring that
the media law reform agenda
gives birth to legislation that
advances media freedom, inde-
pendence and diversity.

Released by

Media Institute of Southern
Africa (Regional Secretariat)
Windhoek, Namibia
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Lesson from the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women

I am currently in New York attending
the United Nations Commission on the
Status of Women (UNCSW) and it has
been an interesting week that has gone
by. When I attended one of the ses-
sions that was facilitated by the Gov-
ernment of Zimbabwe, I was left shell
shocked and could hardly believe what
I was hearing and what was going on. |
just thought it would be important to
share my experience and facilitate a
process of learning around the issues
and interventions made on this particu-
lar session.

Firstly, the whole of UNCSW is a pro-
cess where technical partners and also
civil society come together to share
experiences from their country on what
is going on at the ground level and
how they think they can improve situa-
tions. Moreover, it is a space where
women from all over the world and
their governments can learn from each
other about what exactly is happening
at country level. This also means that
technical experts at various levels need
to make an input into what their coun-
try is presenting because the basic as-
sumption is that they are the people

who know the issues very well and
clearly. This year at UNCSW the
theme was, “the empowerment of rural
women and their role in poverty eradi-
cation and hunger, development and
current challenges.” Whatever inter-
ventions made were supposed to be
made around this topic!

During the Zimbabwe-led session, it
was sad to note that we had not really
grasped the set standard of doing
things when we showcased what we
did for International Rural Women’s
Day and also shared some one project
the country is doing around the global
climate change issue. The only prob-
lem was that this intervention was not
framed within a particular context and
framework. Moreover, it missed the
point in terms of meeting the expecta-
tions of the UNCSW. Embarassingly,
the session seemed to be reduced to
political party divides and the issues
around the constituency development
fund, which am not sure was well un-
derstood by the participants.

Going forward it would be critical for
civil society and government to put

differences aside and interface where it
comes to presenting some country in-
terventions. It is important to learn
from each other’s experiences and
documents best practices that can as-
sist other sisters from the world over in
understanding Zimbabwean women’s
experiences. Women from rural Zim-
babwe have a lot to share and a major
role in hunger and poverty eradication,
not to mention development. It is
therefore worthwhile to come together
as the broader development practition-
ers to ensure that their story is told and
told well.

This session left me disappointed and
angry at where we channel our energy
towards as a country and also at the
caliber of leaders we have. Zimbabwe
is way bigger than politics and our
political affiliations and hence this
should be reflected in all work done on
behalf of Zimbabwean women.

Enough with this bickering, it is time
to hold hands and take Zimbabwe for-
ward and I am of the view that civic
can do this if they too demand for a
stake in the national discourse and
make a difference! The sky is after all

the limit. I hope this week and next
year Zimbabwe will do better at the
UNCSW with such reflections!

By Grace Chirenje Nachipo

Elections without reforms in Zimbabwe a recipe for Regional disaster

There is no argument that Zimbabwe’s
current political crisis will finally have
to end through a free and fair election.
And while President Robert Mugabe
and Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai
have all spoken on the need for elec-
tions in 2012, there remains a huge
chasm on what kind of an election
Zimbabwe needs.

There is an understandable sense of
urgency in President Mugabe as he
tries to beat his age by pushing
through an election in 2012, ‘with or
without a new constitution” as he says.
He has sworn that this will happen
even if the mainstream MDC-T party
led by Morgan Tsvangirai boycotts
this ‘election’.

President Mugabe is prepared to go it
alone even in defiance of the Aftrican
Union and the Southern Africa Devel-
opment Community (SADC) media-
tion process led by South African Pres-
ident Jacob Zuma. Speaking to the
local media on his birthday, President
Mugabe had no kind words for Zuma
whom he says is overstepping his man-
date and warning that ZANU PF will
ask for another mediator should Zuma
attempt to stop or refuse to endorse the
election call. Herein lies the danger
that Zimbabwe faces in the coming ten
months. This danger is the possibility
of another sham election, accompanied
by pre and post ‘election’ violence.

Another danger is the obvious regres-
sion in the reform agenda that Zuma
and the three parties to the government
of national unity in Zimbabwe have
made so far. While tottering on the
brink of collapse and faced with many
hurdles, the constitutional process still
offers a window of both hope and op-
portunity for a peaceful settlement to
the Zimbabwe crisis, more so if the
new constitution can address the issues
of the role of the security sector and
provide for a fairly conducive election
environment. While a lot has remained
the same if not worsened regarding
human rights in Zimbabwe, at least a
few independent newspapers are on the
streets and reporting and access to in-

formation on Zimbabwe has slightly
improved. All this will go should there
be an arbitrary call for elections in the
absence of reforms. The call for an
election without reforms is a ZANU
PF agenda being pushed by a minority
but powerful group backed by securo-

instability in Zimbabwe, more so insti-
gated by the security sector is likely to
see another 3-5 million Zimbabweans
streaming into neighbouring countries
mainly South Africa. This likelihood
is neither farfetched nor day dreaming
as there is now more to the Zimbabwe

The call for an election without reforms 1s a
ZANU PF agenda being pushed by a minori-
ty but powerful group backed by securocrats

crats. This group only sees hope in the
name of President Mugabe and want to
give him room to manoeuvre his suc-
cession without having to contend with
the noise from either of the two MDC
parties and the nonbelievers in ZANU
PF. This is narrow and selfish agenda
that has wider consequences for the
political stability of Zimbabwe and
ultimately that of Southern Africa. I
say Southern Africa because political
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crisis than the contest for political
power.

The discovery of diamonds is game
changer in Zimbabwe’s political struc-
ture. The securocrats can now fund
their ‘war’ without having to ask MDC
-Treasurer and Finance Minister Ten-
dai Biti for a dime. Not only is politi-
cal power necessary to hold on to the
loot but you also need military power.
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The combination and coming together
of the political sector and the securo-
crats to the feeding trough is a recipe
for disaster likely to worsen if SADC
blinks and allows President Mugabe to
railroad his agenda in 2012.

The Southern Africa community both
in civil society and governments must
be aware that Zimbabwe is a huge se-
curity risk, not only to its people but
the rest of the region. Zimbabwe needs
a free and fair election that result in a
democratically elected government
acceptable to the people of Zimbabwe
and the international community. This
is only possible if SADC and the inter-
national community maintain pressure
on the need for electoral and constitu-
tional reforms.

There is need for unequivocal state-
ments from the international communi-
ty that they will not brook another cha-
otic electoral process in Zimbabwe. On
its part civil society need to maintain
pressure by continuously documenting
and publicizing the ongoing politically
related human rights violations as well
as raising awareness within citizens on
the need to hold firm to a peaceful end
to the Zimbabwe crisis.

There is need for civil society to put-
out a clear, consistent and unified mes-
sage across the region that citizens of
Zimbabwe need help to exercise, what
should arguably be the simplest of all
democratic practices, voting and hav-
ing the vote respected.

There is need for SADC to be aware of
the negative impact that Zimbabwe has
on regional developmental aspirations,
more so that a combination of dia-
monds and guns is a powder keg likely
to explode and engulf not only Zimba-
bwe but the rest of the region. Elec-
tions yes, but after reforms and a clear
guarantee that the winner will be al-
lowed to assume and exercise power.

Rashweat Mukundu is a Zimbabwe
Journalist and Human Rights activist.



Government should improve maternal and child healthcare

Child mortality and maternal health
remain a challenge for Zimbabwe and
indeed most developing countries de-
spite the explicit call to focus on these
critical areas through millennium de-
velopment goals number four and five
which call for steps to be taken to-
wards the reduction of child mortality
rates and improvement of maternal
health care service provision. Accord-
ing to the World Health Organisation
(WHO) of the 3.1 million deaths that
occurred in 2010 amongst newborns, a
quarter to half occurred within the first
24 hours after birth.

WHO also states that labour, birth and
the immediate postnatal period are the
most critical for newborns and mater-
nal survival and argues that in many
low and middle income countries,
mothers and new born babies do not
receive optimal care during these criti-
cal periods.

It is therefore important to understand
that a failure to provide the best care
for both a mother and her new born
soon after delivery is a risk on both
their lives. The reported detention of
mothers and their children at Mpilo
Hospital for failure to pay their full
hospital fees (Chronicle 17 January
2012) is disturbing in light of the fact
that not only does it deny the mother
and child the opportunity to bond in a
healthy and conducive environment
that allows them toregain their
strength, but it also places the mother
and inturn the baby under immense
mental strain. While hospital officials
have denied ever having detained any-
one for not paying their bills, some
victims who spoke to the press and
this writer have confirmed that this is
an on-going issue which while not in
hospital policies has been effectively
applied for years to get mothers to
settle their bills with the institution.

According to the media reports, new
mothers are asked to provide their own
food and bedding if they have not paid
their fees. It is quite obvious due to the
strain of delivery that new mothers
and their babies need all the support
they can get to fully recover. Asking
these mothers therefore to make their
own food provisions and sleeping ar-
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rangements in a common room may be
a difficult task due to the special care
and attention needed. Placing them in
one room with no guarantee of bed-
ding and food may leave these chil-
dren at risk of malnutrition and catch-
ing diseases like pneumonia amongst
others.

This is sad considering that the gov-
ernment announced late last year that
it had secured $430 million in funding
to support free maternal health care at
public hospitals. The fund was report-
edly secured through the European
Union (EU), UNICEF, and other do-
nor agencies and well-wishing coun-
tries. These efforts have also been
backed by other donations made early
this year by the Deputy Prime Minister
Thokozani Khuphe who facilitated the
rehabilitation of critical equipment at
Mpilo, including the institution’s in-
cinerator.

It is unfortunate that these efforts and
positives have not yet trickled down to
the ordinary beneficiaries who are still
being detained for none payment of
fees. Added to this, the fact that these
mothers are being forced to leave their
children’s birth records before they
can be discharged, is in itself a viola-

ZIMRIGHTS APPLAUDS THE PROSECUTION OF

The Zimbabwe Human Rights Associ-
ation applauds the on-going probing
and prosecution of some constituency
leaders over the misuse of Constituen-
cy Development Funds.

Culprits to the 65 audited constituen-
cies so far are Marvellous Khumalo

Marvellous Khumalo (MDC-T
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and Magunje legislator Franco Ndam-
bakuwa (Zanu-PF). The two failed to
account for the US$50 000 given to
them for the development of the re-
spective communities they represent.
However, prospects are to encircle
more on the remaining 145 constituen-
cies.

We embrace the developments as a
relief to the disadvantaged communi-
ties. It is disappointing to note that
some unscrupulous Members of Par-
liament who got into office on the
ticket of the public are now feasting at
the expense of those who entrusted
them with their votes.
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tion of the child’s right to identity and
full existence.

According to the National Action Plan
on Orphaned and Vulnerable Children
(OVCQ), birth records cannot be with-
held by any hospital as this deprives
the child of important documents like
birth-certificates. Patricia Tshabalala
of Vulindlela Orphanage also weighs
in and states that of the 500 plus chil-
dren she takes care of, a large majority
does not have birth certificates be-
cause these were withheld by health
institutions for none payment of fees.
Enquiries made with the Zimbabwe
Lawyers for Human Rights (ZLHR),
revealed that a hospital contract in this
case is between the mother and the
hospital and does not include the child.
Therefore, withholding the child’s
birth-record, and detaining the child
with the mother is tantamount to vio-
lating the child’s rights while at the
same time depriving them of a healthy
environment to develop in the first few
days of their lives.

It must also be noted that detaining the
mother and child for none payment in
exclusion of the father indirectly pre-
sumes that the mother is the only one
responsible for the existence of the

We recommend the anti-corruption
commission for finally responding to
the calls of many civilians who had for
long demanded explanations on the
use of the funds.

The exercise is a very good step doing

newborn.

It is interesting that Mpilo has so far
failed to use the same mechanisms it
uses for its other services in this in-
stance. For example, ambulance fees
are placed on the water charges bill
forcing the patient to pay the debt
when paying for their water bills. Is it
not possible to also include these
charges in the rates bills even if these
are not under council’s services. It
would be better to give the new moth-
ers an option of payment plans which
will allow them to pay off their arrears
without exhausting all of their finan-
cial sources of income and compro-
mising the newborn’s health.

While taking them to the debt collec-
tors would be an extreme method, at
least the hospital would be guaranteed
of interest being charged on overdue
amounts while someone else puts the
pressure on debtors. It will also allow
the mothers to go back home and find
means of paying the debt while taking
better care of their babies than when
they are stuck in a hospital ward. Nev-
ertheless it must also be made clear
why it is so expensive for mothers to
give birth at government hospitals. If
council clinics can charge US$30 for
the same service that the hospital
charges up to US$200 for, then the
extra special services being offered by
the hospital must be made clear to the
patients.

It is also important that the govern-
ment of Zimbabwe and respective
institutions take serious steps towards
being part of the solution than part of
the problems that stand in the way of
fully meeting the MDGs by 2015. In-
stead of harassing new mothers, health
institutions must instead put such pres-
sure on the Ministry of Finance to
release the funds promised in the 2012
budget statement.

Sibusisiwe Ndlovu — Bhebhe is the
Gender Olfficer at Bulawayo Progres-
sive Residents Association (BPRA).
She writes in her personal capacity.
She can be contacted on busisi-
we75@gmail.com

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT ON CORRUPTION

away with corruption and we are con-
vinced that the developments will send
a message to others who have the
same habit. The hope is also that these
people will be punished as anyone
who abuses public funds and or a pub-
lic office should pay for his/her deeds.

Franco Ndambakuwa (Zanu-PF).



