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Zimbabweans Meet in Musina

Yesterday Crisis in Zimbabwe Coali-
tion Regional office convened a pub-
lic meeting in Musina as part of its
Dialogue Series. The meeting was
held in collaboration with the Musina
Legal Advice Centre wih the aim of
providing a platform for debate
around the political situation in Zim-
babwe given president Mugabe’s call
for elections this year and the plight
of immigrants in South Africa.

Zimbabwe Advocacy Mission to

The United Nations Human Rights
Council will from 27 February to 16
March convene its 19th session in
Geneva, Switzerland where Zimba-
bwe’s justice minister Patrick China-
masa will address a High Level Seg-
ment meeting of the UN HRC on 1
March. Last week Chinamasa made
a surprise announcement that he is
lobbying Cabinet to ratify the UN
Convention Against Torture.

It would appear that the announce-
ment is mere political grand-standing
ahead of the UN HRC session and
the universal periodic review session
where Zimbabwe is being discussed
for the second time to assess its hu-
man rights record. The intention to
ratify the UN Convention Against
Torture is an empty promise that
lacks clear time lines for implemen-
tation — it is unlikely that president
Mugabe and his allies in Cabinet
would agree to ratification of the
Anti-torture convention given the
widespread practice of torture by
Zimbabwe state agents against oppo-
nents and the fear of

Close to 100 people attended the
meeting and raised concerns that
Zimbabwe is not ready for democrat-
ic, non-violent elections due to lack
of serious reforms. The participants,
mainly drawn from the Zimbabwe
immigrant community in Musina,
called for a complete overhaul of the
justice administrative institutions and
systems in Zimbabwe as the current
arrangement is negatively impacting
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international mechanisms being acti-
vated to deal with the torture.
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on efforts to bring democracy to the
troubled contry.

Immigrants complained at the har-
rasment by South African authorities
citing the demand by home affairs
department of fines of up to R2,
500.00 from asylum seekers who are
late in renewing their asylum papers
or who lose those documents and
seek replacement. Mr. Jacob Ma-
takanye, the Musina Legal Advice
Centre said their office was aware of

Geneva

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition and
other key Zimbabwe human rights
groups will be in Geneva over this
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the problem and had

since ap-
proached the courts for recourse.

By Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition Re-
gional Office Outreach Team
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period to lobby the UN HRC to in-
crease scrutiny of Zimbabwe’s hu-
man rights record and to call for
democratic, non-violent and credible
elections in Zimbabwe.

By Dewa Mavhinga
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UPCOMING

ACTIVITIES:
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President Mugabe, leader of Zimbabwe
and his Zanu PF party for over 32 years,
marked his 88th birthday this week by
declaring that it is not yet time for him to
groom a successor in Zanu PF. Mugabe
made this and several other startling reve-
lations in an interview with Nomsa Nkala
of the state-owned but Zanu PF aligned
Sunday Mail weekly paper.

Key highlights of the interview include
Mugabe’s view that those calling for crit-
ical electoral reforms ahead of elections
are cowards who should know that
‘elections can happen anytime.” His an-
swer to the question whether Zimbabwe-
ans will go to elections this year was —
definitetly, yes. He insisted that money
for elections just has to be found without
elaborating where the money will come
from. He indicated that he viewed condi-
tions set for elections to be conditions to
overthrow Zanu PF, hence to push to ‘go
for elections.’

Mugabe’s acknowledgment of deep divi-
sions within his party, or that some in
Zanu PF want him to step aside came as

Insisting on having elections in the absence of reforms, a
reflection of Mugabe’ s personal view; is something that

must be wholesomely rejected by all Zimbabweans and by SADC

no surprise. The shocking relevation was
for Mugabe, at 88, to say that he is not
ready to groom a successor yet as this
might deepen divisions appears to be just
but a lame excuse to cling to power. Zanu
PF members should be seriously con-
cerned that their leader believes that there
is no-one else in the party, apart from
Mugabe himself, fit to take the party for-
ward, or to win elections when pitted
against Morgan Tsvangirai of the MDC.

Mugabe also hinted that Zanu PF would
reconsider SA president Jacob Zuma’s
role as SADC appointed Facilitator to the
Zimbabwe negotiations and that he be-
lieved ‘this woman’ Ambassador Lindiwe
Zulu had mis-understood the role of the
Facilitator. Most likely Mugabe is bluff-
ing — and Zuma should not mind him.

Insisting on having elections in the ab-
sence of reforms, a reflection of Muga-
be’s personal view; is something that
must be wholesomely rejected by all
Zimbabweans and by SADC. Mugabe
and Zanu PF cannot go to elections with-
out the explicit support of SADC, the
MDC formations and the people of Zim-
babwe. Elections in themselves are no
solution to the political challenges con-
fronting Zimbabwe.

Those within Zanu PF opposed to Muga-
be’s insistence on forcing premature elec-
tions and on him running a president
again should now join hands with pro-
democracy forces and demand change. If

Upcoming Events:

- United Nations Human Rights Council (UN HRC ) 19th Session — Geneva, 27th February to 16 March

Zanu PF is to survive, even as an opposi-
tion party in the future, then it must em-
brace change and must immediately set in
motion a leadership renewal and succes-
sion plan. Zanu PF should not believe this
mantra that there is no other leader capa-
ble of taking the party into the future,
because to believe that would be to put
the final nail in the Zanu PF coffin.

President Mugabe has put his cards on the
table; he has displayed a determination to
take Zimbabwe back to 2008, it is a chal-
lenge for all Zimbabweans to be united
and resolute in their total rejection of
sham, violent elections that serve no
meaningful purpose other than to settle
cheap political scores within Zanu PF.

In what maybe an indication of how out
of touch with the people he is, Mugabe
said in his birthday interview that he
wants to be remembered as a lover of his
people. It may be too late for that, if he
insists on choiceless elections then he
will be remembered more as a lover of
political power - a man with an insatiable
hunger for personal glory regardless of
the cost to the nation and to the people for
whom he professes so much love.

Dewa Mavhinga, Crisis in Zimbabwe
Coalition Regional Coordinator

- UN HRC UPR for Zimbabwe - 9 — 17 March

- Zimbabwe Advocacy Mission fo Tanzania — End of March

- Zimbabwe Advocacy Mission to Mozambique — End of March
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A case for Curbing Executive Powers in the New Constitution

This week president Mugabe cele-
brated his 88th birthday — a signifi-
cant milestone in itself considering
that life expectancy in Zimbabwe is
well below half his age. Zanu PF, the
party he leads, appears to have been
cornered to present him as presiden-
tial candidate in the next elections.

One cannot help but wonder why our
beloved nation has been tormented by
the curse of the ‘old man’ who refus-
es to go. There is no better time to
ask questions than today when there
is a constitutional reform process
underway.

The new constitution should safe-
guard citizens from an excessive con-
centration of power in the executive
endured for the past 32 years. The
current unrestrained powers of the
executive arm of government are
totally unacceptable.

The new constitution should be ex-
plicit on these checks and balances
and ensure that the judiciary and the
legislature are sufficiently insulated
from undue influence of the execu-
tive. This will result in horizontal
accountability within government.
The new constitution should create
multiple veto points such that the task

of governance is not left at the mercy
of a few individuals.

The type of governance we have en-
dured over the past three decades has
been based on domination with little
or no democratic citizen participation
or accountability. This has resulted in
destructive policies and actions such

as Gukurahundi in the eighties and
systematic human rights violations at
the turn of the millennium.

In the nineties, Margaret Dongo a
former independent Member of Par-
liament described ruling party legisla-
tors and cabinet members as
“Mugabe’s submissive wives who

will not challenge him on anything.”
This raises critical questions today
about the composition of cabinet we
would like guaranteed by the new
constitution.

The constitution should bring key
justice and security institutions under
direct parliamentary control. The
Central Intelligence Organization has
been notoriously known as the Presi-
dent’s Office when the national intel-
ligence organization should be ac-
countable to the nation and not to be
turned into an individual’s spy net-
work.

The current constitutional reform
process is a perfect opportunity for
Zimbabweans to curb the president’s
powers and ensure a functional de-
mocracy.

By Arnold Chamunogwa  —
Youth Agenda Trust

Are we dedicated to Zimbabwe’s Transformation ?

Are we dedicated to Zimbabwe’s
Transformation ?

I recently listened to a semorn where
the preacher started off by singing
some revolutionary songs from Zim-
babwe’s 2nd Chimurenga liberation
struggle. He kept emphasizing on the
dedication of the freedom fighters to
“the cause” Well, this just got me
thinking — true indeed, what it all
comes down to is dedication, dedica-
tion, dedication.

It also got me reflecting on a meeting
I had about a week ago where one
speaker said Zimbabwe will not be
transformed unless people get to a
point where there is no difference
between life and death. Once one is

at that level then they are even will-
ing to die for a cause then transfor-
mation becomes inevitable. The
question is — how dedicated are we to
the struggle for Zimbabwe’s democ-
ratization? I will look at unity, clarity
and dedication as I attempt an under-
standing into the Zimbabwean situa-
tion.

There seems to be too many voices
speaking about the Zimbabwean situ-
ation and I suppose it becomes con-
fusing to the ordinary person who
may be further from the reality of the
democratization discourse when a
number of conflicting voices are
speaking at more or less the same
time. In a nation that has been
through and is still going through
whatever it is we are facing, it is crit-
ical that people begin to harness their
energies towards speaking with one
voice that shows that they are serious
about the agenda of the day.

It would be good to have the church,
youth, women, civics and others
speaking as a unified force to what

they would like to see happen in
Zimbabwe. There is weight in num-
bers and more so when there is a
pooling of diversities so as to attain
one common cause! Just think about
how much of a force to reckon with
we could be if we all came together
and decided what kind of a Zimba-
bwe we would like to see in the next
year and begin to work towards at-
taining that! Great isn’t it? Well, let
us start doing it then.

Clarity is important if we are going
to present our cause and mobilize
others to join in working towards
achieving the vision of democratiz-
ing Zimbabwe. There has to be a
certain level of knowing where we
are going, how we plan on getting

Clarity 1s important if we are going to
present and mobilize others to join in
working towards achieving the vision of democratizing Zimbabwe

there, over what period and employ-
ing what tactics. The road may not
always be smooth but it is necessary
that we plan and ensure that we stick
with it right to the end. It is important
that we seek to understand and be
understood so we do not end up a
waffling lot. Zimbabwe needs minds
that are active and pregnant with
vision. We need to stop doing busi-
ness as usual and employ the agenda
of business as unusual if we at all
going to eat of the fruit of our labour
— let us begin to be clear about what
we want to see. Mahatma Ghandi did
it, so did Nelson Mandela and Moth-
er Teresa died at it! We need a peo-
ple who will stand to clarify it for
themselves and for others!

Dedication — it all comes down to a
little madness. There is no way we
can democratize Zimbabwe if we do
not employ a certain degree of mad-
ness. This kind of madness comes in
the form of understanding that in
order for there to be a total transfor-
mation in Zimbabwe that which is

deemed as “undoable” is the way to
do things and in the end achieve what
we set out to do. Dedication is com-
ing to a level where we look at our
present circumstances and get so mad
about the status quo that death and
life look more or less the same.

This means if one upholds the status
quo, they could actually stand a
chance of dying and so if they are to
die, they might as well die fighting
and dice with the chance of being
remembered as a fighter! So what
shall it be with you today? Will you
stand around and mourn or get on
your feet and start working at it a bit
at a time, with unity, clarity and dedi-
cation? Do that which you can in
your own little corner. Dare to
dream.

By Grace Chirenje-Nachipo, Crisis
in  Zimbabwe  Coalition  vice-
chairperson




CSO’S JOINT PRESS STATEMENT ON THE PURPORTED BAN OF NGO’S IN MASVINGO

We note with concern the blatantly
illegal actions of Masvingo Provin-
cial Governor, Titus Maluleke in
purporting to ban some Non Govern-
mental Organisations (NGO’s) oper-
ating in Masvingo. On 14 February
2012, at a press conference convened
in Masvingo, Governor Maluleke
ordered the suspension of the activi-
ties of 29 NGOs for allegedly failing
to register their operations with his
office.

The Governor’s actions were illegal
and are a nullity at law.

The law in this country clearly
shows that he has no regulatory au-
thority; nor does he have the power
to register or de-register NGOs.
Even the Provincial Council that he
heads in terms of the Provincial
Councils and Administration Act
does not have regulatory powers
over NGOs. The council exists sole-
ly to foster developmental projects
initiated and carried out by central
government and local government.
In fact in terms of the law, the Gov-
ernor’s functions must be exercised
through the process of consultation
and suggestion with the various or-
gans of government and not NGOs.
As such he has no executive powers

COPAC Releases List of Constitu-
tional Principles

List of Constitutional Principles

The following are the constitutional
principles guiding the drafting of the
new constitution for Zimbabwe:

1. Supremacy of the
constitution

2. Recognition of
Zimbabwe’s liberation,
democracy, sovereignty
of the state and its peo-

ple

3. Recognition of the
principle of separation of

powers
4. Recognition of
land and natural re-

sources as belonging to
all Zimbabweans

5. The constitution
should contain mecha-
nisms of redressing co-
lonial imbalances in the
distribution of natural
resources including land

6. The new constitu-
tion must ensure the
maintenance of unity, in
diversity, peace, stabil-
ity, security and prosper-
ity for all the people of
Zimbabwe

7. Recognition of the
rule of law, good govern-
ance and democracy

8. Recognition that
power to rule and govern
must be derived from the
authority of the people

9. The recognition of

fundamental human
rights
10. All organs of the

state to respect, protect,
promote and fulfil the
rights and freedoms

to suspend, disrupt or hinder the ac-
tivities of NGO’s and there is no
legal obligation for an NGO to regis-
ter with his office or any other Pro-
vincial Governor’s Office.

The Governor’s rash and ill-advised
utterances merely seek to confuse
matters and are regrettably likely to
worsen the humanitarian crisis pre-
vailing in the Masvingo Province.
This is because the list of organisa-
tions he seeks to ban include NGOs
that are currently providing food,
medication and water and other so-
cial economic support to the commu-
nity — something the state itself has
failed to do due to its misplaced pri-
orities.

The actions of the Governor are also
irresponsible considering that the
government and NGOs should be
coming together to fight the Socio-
Economic ills bedevilling Zimbabwe
rather than him frustrating the efforts
of individuals and organisations try-
ing their best to help out fellow Zim-
babweans. Governor Maluleke has
also violated section 21 (a) of the
Constitution of Zimbabwe which
guarantees freedom of assembly and
association, in that all the members

and beneficiaries of the suspended
NGOs are effectively being hindered
from enjoying the benefits of such
association and membership. Fur-
thermore by illegally seeking to sus-
pend the activities of NGOs, the
Governor has violated their rights to
freedom of movement as enshrined
in Section 22 of the Constitution.
Lastly, he as a public officer, has a
duty to exercise his functions in ac-
cordance with the law and to observe
and uphold the rule of law in terms
of section 18 (la) of the Constitu-
tion. Therefore he is also in violation
of this provision as he acted illegally
and beyond the scope of his authori-
ty.

We also note that there are reports
that Governor Maluleke made the
pronouncement  suspending  the
NGOs flanked by security forces
from both the Zimbabwe Republic
Police as well as the Zimbabwe De-
fence Forces. We wonder why this
was so. We reiterate that the role of
the security forces in terms of the
constitution is to preserve security
during times of war and, for the po-
lice, to maintain law and order in
Zimbabwe. Their inclusion in the
press conference is therefore curious

CONSTITUTION WATCH 2012

spelt out in the Bill of

Rights

11. Recognition of the
principle of decentralisa-
tion

12. Recognition of the

principle of devolution of

power

13. Recognition of gen-

der equality and gender

mainstreaming in  all
spheres of governance

14. The recognition of

the rights of children, the
youth, the disabled,
women, workers and
vulnerable groups

15.
universal adult suffrage

16. The recognition of

the importance of an
electoral system
guarantees regular, free
and fair and effective
elections that ensure
adequate representation
of the electorate

17. Recognition of the

importance of Bill of

Rights by entrenching it
in the constitution and its
justiciability

18. Recognition of the
principle of checks and
balances among the
levels of government
and the Arms of the
State

19. Recognition of the
need for equitable re-
source sharing mecha-
nisms

20. Recognition of the
rights of racial, ethnic,
cultural, linguistic, reli-

gious and political minor-

ities

21. That the manage-

The recognition of

that

ment of public finances
should be informed by
transparency,  respon-
siveness, accountability,
responsibility,  integrity
and equity

22. Al arms of state
must uphold the princi-
ples of democracy and

good governance

23. Recognition of the
principle of constitutional
transition and orderly

transfer of power

24. All Arms of State
must uphold the consti-
human

tution, respect

rights, be non-partisan

and professional

25. The constitution
must recognise the di-
versity of languages,
customary practices and
traditions and must seek

to protect and promote

these

26. The institution, sta-
tus and role of traditional
leadership, according to

indigenous law, shall be

and misplaced and it is difficult for
us not to conclude that their presence
was a strategy designed to cower and
intimidate the NGOs.

This fresh onslaught on NGOs does
not surprise anyone, as it was already
hinted at by ZANU PF at its annual
conference held in Bulawayo in De-
cember last year. NGOs have weath-
ered such attacks before, and shall do
SO again.

In these circumstances, the affected
NGOs should ignore the order by the
Governor and continue to carry out
their life saving interventions in this
province and all others in the coun-
try.

Issued on behalf of

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition
National Association of Non
Governmental Organisations
National Constitutional As-
sembly

Zimbabwe Election Support
Network

Zimbabwe Human Rights

NGO Forum

spelt out and recognised
in the constitution
Signed By Hon MP
Mangwana,Co-Chair
Hon Mp,Co- Chair,

DT Mwonzora,

Hon E.T Mkosi,

Co-Chair

Issued by Veritas

Veritas makes every effort to ensure reliable

information, but cannot take legal responsibil-

ity for information supplied



