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       2013 Elections: A tight Game Of Numbers 

JUST looking at the numbers 

and Zimbabwe’s population dis-

tribution it is clear that the forth-

coming general elections will be 

a tight contest which might 

again produce yet another stale-

mate. 

The possibility that the 2008 

voting pattern will be duplicated 

this year is real especially given 

the fact that the country, under 

an Inclusive Government setup 

for the past four years, has virtu-

ally remained politically static. 

The main political parties were 

so engrossed in a strange Gov-

ernment of National Unity 

(GNU) marriage of convenience 

that arguably none had the 

chance to make any clear impact 

on the electorate. 

The marriage [GNU], despite 

having managed to stabilize the 

country’s faltering economy, 

was characterized by serious 

efforts to pull down each other, 

thus merely postponed unfin-

ished business of 2008. Neces-

sary reforms for the election 

agreed by the parties have not 

been fully implemented.  

And after taking a closer peek at 

the numbers following the re-

sults of the referendum it ap-

pears that the contest will be 

such a complex game of num-

bers making any attempt to scan 

the political landscape for any 

possible likely winner a compli-

cated affair. 

According to the March 16 ref-

erendum results, the number of 

voters has increased by 37 per-

cent from the 2008 elections 

from 2 422 071 to 3 316 082. In 

the 2008 Parliamentary elections 

three major parties emerged 

with ZANU-PF snapping up 

45,94 percent of the valid votes 

while the Movement for Demo-

cratic Change (MDC), led by 

Prime Minister (PM) Morgan 

Tsvangirai, took 42,88 percent 

of the votes while the splinter 

MDC, then led by Arthur Mu-

tambara took 8,39 percent of the 

vote. 

Despite ZANU-PF taking the 

largest chunk of the votes by 

head count for the House of As-

sembly, PM Tsvangirai’s MDC 

won 99 parliamentary seats 

against ZANU-PF’s 97, while 

10 seats went to the other MDC 

formation, a situation which 

clearly indicates the complexi-

ties that lie ahead. 

Interestingly however, the Presi-

dential vote under the same har-

monised election in 2008, in the 

first round, produced an interest-

ing result, with PM Tsvangirai 

managing 47,9% of the total 

votes, against President Muga-

be’s 43.2% and MKD Leader 

Simba Makoni’s 8%. PM 

Tsvangirai had a popular vote 

against President Mugabe. 

However making a wild guess, 

by attempting to answer a few 

questions that should unravel 

how this looming political con-

test will end, will do no harm. 

What has really changed in the 

country that may help sway the 

vote in either direction? With 

the country under the inclusive 

setup for the past four years, 

which party can claim what and 

which party can be blamed for 

what? It is a voter’s nightmare 

that can probably be eased by 

portioning the negatives and 

positives of the past four years 

to each of those involved in the 

GNU.  

Has ZANU-PF learnt any les-

sons from its 2008 major losses? 

For example in Bulawayo and 

Harare, where the former ruling 

party respectively got zero and 

one seats against MDC-

Tsvangirai’s 11 and 28 seats, 

what are ZANU-PF’s chances of 

grabbing any of those many 

seats from the MDC? It has been 

argued by some that MDC’s 

governing of Bulawayo and Ha-

rare urban councils so far leaves 

a lot to be desired but is that 

enough ammunition for ZANU-

PF to unset the former opposi-

tion party? 

Meanwhile has MDC consoli-

dated the gained territory and 

managed to penetrate any of the 

so called ZANU-PF strongholds 

thereby increasing its chances of 

winning an unquestionable ma-

jority vote? If by any chance the 

elections become truly free and 

fair then MDC has a fair chance 

to penetrate ZANU-PF’s strong-

holds especially given the fact 

that last month’s referendum 

indicated that about five percent 

of the voters in each of the prov-

inces of Mashonaland East, Ma-

shonaland West and Mashona-

land Central voted: “No.” The 

No vote could be a wild card 

against ZANU-PF in the actual 

election. 

The constitutional referendum 

showed that there was a 37 per-

cent increase in the number of 

people who voted in 2008 and 

the question is who all these 

new voters are? What has 

prompted them to want to vote? 

Are there any possibilities that 

the number of new voters in-

creasing further? If that happens 

then any guess on a possible 

winner will be as wild as this 

election race promises to be. 

And any further attempt to an-

swer the above questions is 

equally difficult. And if by any 

chance that the new voters are 

the youths, which all the coun-

try’s political parties have been 

zeroing in on, then the jigsaw 

puzzle gets even more tricky. 

A controversial song by one of 

the country’s youths, Mathias 

Mhere, immediately comes to 

mind. Part of the song’s lyrics 

say: “Vana vakabarirwa murenje 

ndivo vakashungurudza Moses.” 

Loosely translated, the words 

coined from the biblical Old 

Testament’s story of the journey 

of Moses and the Israelites from 

Egypt through the Sinai Desert 

on their way to their promised 

land of Canaan, the words say: 

“The children born in the desert 

(Sinai) are the ones that troubled 

Moses most.” 

Juxtaposing the trials and tribu-

lations of the Israelites to Zim-

babwe’s problems over the past 

33 years of independence, then 

the country’s youths indeed 

have reason to be agitated be-

cause their plight has remained 

even unanswered. 

The majority unemployed, in a 

country with unemployment rate 

of over 80 percent, their vote 

can fall in any direction given 

the existing political polarisa-

tion. And after analysing what is 

being offered to the youth on the 

table the matter becomes even 

more interesting. 

On the one hand ZANU-PF is 

hoping to woo the youth vote by 

offering  what they term 

‘opportunities’ for self-

employment and a better future 

through its indigenization and 

economic empowerment pro-

gramme. On the other hand 

MDC is pinning its hopes of at-

tracting the youths’ vote by 

promising that the foreign in-

vestment that would help resus-

citate the country’s dead manu-

facturing sector and other indus-

tries would create jobs for this 

restive sector of our society. 

Of major interest is that both 

initiatives are key to the coun-

try’s survival but if only these 

efforts are married. So, divorced 

by politics as they are, it means 

that the youths’ vote will most 

possibly be equally split. 

 After everything has been said 

and done throw in the possibility 

of rigging in the picture and 

what emerges is one hell of an 

election on the horizon. 

Nelson Chenga (Journalist), 

writes here in his personal capaci-

ty. Views expressed in the article 

are his and not necessarily the 

Crisis Coalition’s official position. 

They serve to stimulate public 

disccourse on the National Ques-

tion. 
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From left to right, MDC-T President Morgan Tsvangirai, MDC-N President 

Welshman Ncube and ZANU PF President Robert Mugabe 



  COSATU Supports Call For Free And Fair Elections In Zimbabwe 

COSATU notes with concern the 

situation in our neighbouring 

country of Zimbabwe. Having 

travelled the long journey with 

our fellow comrades thus far, we 

are proud of the remarkable steps 

forward made by the people of 

Zimbabwe towards creating a 

sustainable momentum for free 

and fair elections in Zimbabwe.  

 

We recognise the sacrifices, de-

termination and resilience of the 

working and poor masses of 

Zimbabwe in their decisive strug-

gles for democracy that created a 

regional momentum not seen 

since the anti-colonial and apartheid struggles. We are proud to 

have played a part towards that end and pledge to continue being 

part of the movement for the renewal and democratisation of 

Southern Africa. 

 

The critical lesson derived from the Zimbabwean crisis is that 

without a continuous struggle to deepen democracy, provide pro-

found alternatives to the failures of neo-liberalism and restore the 

centrality of the people as the sovereign in any country, there can 

be never be sustainable progress and improvement in the quality 

of lives of the people. We are convinced that the struggle for de-

mocracy at home is at the same time a struggle for democracy on 

a global scale, hence the importance of understanding the real 

meaning of anti-imperialism and the revolutionary outlook of any 

liberation struggle. 

 

We take this opportunity to salute the SADC facilitator, President 

Jacob Zuma and his whole team, particularly the sterling role of 

the President’s International Adviser, Lindiwe Zulu, who has been 

on the receiving end of targeted and personalised attacks for her 

principled role in the facilitation process. Such forthrightness, de-

cisiveness and firmness on principle are what SADC and any oth-

er multilateral institution need to take forward the genuine aspira-

tions of the people. 

We are however disappointed that following the good directives 

of the SADC Maputo Summit, the ZANU-PF regime has proceed-

ed to unilaterally announce an election date, which has proven to 

be unsuitable as the state of read-

iness has clearly confirmed on 

the ground. 

Even more worrying are the 

growing incidents of violence 

and attacks against opposition 

members canvassing in the vari-

ous wards and communities, 

which threaten to reverse all the 

good work covered by the SADC 

facilitation team. We remain in 

support of the holistic package of 

reforms that all the parties of 

Zimbabwe committed themselves 

to in the Global Political Agree-

ment (GPA) signed in 2008.  

 

They are not just about electoral reforms, but all the critical areas 

requiring reforms, including and particularly the security cluster, 

media and the judiciary to embrace a diverse political dispensa-

tion and all the people of Zimbabwe in their diverse political 

opinions 

We call on the coming meeting of the SADC Organ Troika to act 

with the required firmness and demand all parties adhere to the 

agreed measures in the GPA and that a climate for free and fair 

elections remains central to real and tangible progress in Zimba-

bwe. 

 

 COSATU sends revolutionary regards to the people of Zimbabwe 

as they embark upon this historic journey - the struggle to freely 

choose leaders of their own choice and to determine their own 

destiny like all other people in many parts of the world. 

 

The right to register, vote and express views about their own 

country is fundamental to the destiny of a people in any country 

and the whole continent’s path to change. We must fight and de-

fend it wherever it is threatened, because we all lose or win to-

gether. 

Ends// 

         Zimbabwe's 1st TV as an Indictment of Government's Failed Media Policy 

The launch of a new free to 

air satellite television station 

1st TV at least 12 days pre-

ceding Zimbabwe’s harmo-

nized election on 31 July 

2013 sent a lot of tongues 

wagging. This is particularly 

so after the scrambling of 

SABC channels broadcasting 

into the country via Wiztech. 

The owners of this new 

(satellite) television station 

cannot be faulted at seizing an 

opportunity, be it for business 

or as insinuated by the Minis-

try of Media, Information and 

Publicity, for political rea-

sons.  

Essentially the owners of 1st 

TV saw an opportunity that 

they were and are within their 

right to take. Both in relation 

to the International Telecom-

munications Union (ITU) reg-

ulations as well as within the 

context of the law of whatever 

host country their relay trans-

mitters are to be found.  

The statement issued by the 

proprietors of 1st TV also 

states that their station has not 

been launched not only in or-

der to broadcast during elec-

tions but more as a long term 

alternative to the Zimbabwe 

Broadcasting Corporation 

(ZBC). Even though they are 

not physically broadcasting 

from Zimbabwean soil, this is 

an issue that the Ministry of 

Media, Information and Pub-

licity together with the nation-

al transmission company, 

Transmedia have raised op-

probrium about.   

Whether the latter company 

can actually stop the 1st TV 

signal from entering Zimba-

bwean airspace has thus far 

been proven to be an exercise 

in futility given the fact that it 

can be viewed on channels to 

be found via DSTV decoders. 

The broadcasting of 1st TV 

into Zimbabwe is however 

not the main issue to be con-

sidered in this article. What is 

more important are the rea-

sons as to why this new chan-

nel, owned as it claims, by 

Zimbabweans (based both 

here and in the Diaspora), had 

to take the route of broadcast-

ing via Wiztech. The immedi-

ate answer to that question is 

that regardless of whatever 

successes one accords the out-

going inclusive government, 

the broadcast media, particu-

larly television, have not been 

democratized. Both with ref-

erence to transmission as well 

as in relation to broadcasting 

diversification of stations or 

even their content.   

This lack of progress in the 

broadcasting industry is 

something that many would 

correctly want to put on the 

doorstep of ZANU PF as a 

sole governing party before 

the formation of the inclusive 

government, but where one is 

more honest, it is an indict-

ment on all the parties in the 

same four years after its for-

mation in 2009. 

Throughout its tenure and 

against better advice the in-

clusive government remained 

muted on the important issue 

of broadcasting diversifica-

tion and reform. The fact that 

it licensed two private nation-

al free to air radio stations is 

not only inadequate but evi-

dence of how wrong an 

‘incremental’ approach to me-

dia reform was and will al-

ways be in Zimbabwe’s con-

text.  

The ‘privilege’ premise ac-

corded to the media in Zimba-

bwe by all political parties 

that signed and approved the 

new constitution is unfortu-

nate and betrays a patent mis-

understanding of media free-

dom by those that are in the 

outgoing government. And 

this is across the board.  Me-

dia freedom remains a right 



that should be inviolable, but 

the new national charter 

while recognizing the same 

in section 63, takes it away 

not only through establish-

ment of a constitutional me-

dia commission to licence 

and supervise journalists 

(within the ambit of poten-

tial criminal punishment) but 

in similar fashion to the Lan-

caster house constitution by 

providing for media freedom 

to be curtailed by not listing 

it on rights that have no limi-

tations in Section 86. 

 

This is also the same politi-

cal culture of control and 

propagandizing of infor-

mation that characterizes the 

structure and editorial policy 

of our state broadcaster, 

much to the denial of alter-

native views to the main-

stream or ruling party and its 

associated organizations in 

the country. 

It is this culture of control-

ling the media that has left 

the democratic media reform 

agenda not only short-

changed but to be viewed as 

an abstract matter by all of 

the major political parties 

both in this election and 

those that may emerge there-

after. 

This has been the reason 

why in effect broadcast me-

dia environment remains 

undemocratic and lauded 

only on the basis of incre-

mentalism as opposed to 

substantive democratic pro-

gress.  

Even where the MDCs have 

decried the conduct of the 

Broadcasting Authority of 

Zimbabwe (BAZ), they have 

only done so on the basis of 

personalities and not on key 

principles such as those that 

are to be found in the Afri-

can Charter on Broadcasting. 

To argue against the chair-

person-ship of Dr Mahoso at 

BAZ is fair politics but is 

unfortunately a far cry from 

addressing the fundamental 

challenges of the archaic 

broadcasting and technologi-

cal frameworks that bedevil 

the media in Zimbabwe.  

It is futile to discuss person-

alities and not policies over 

and about the media at a 

time when media technology 

is changing rapidly both in 

terms of its convergence and 

its global reach. Internation-

al diplomacy may stall the 

ability of externally based 

television and radio stations 

from broadcasting into a 

country, but this is always a 

temporary measure if the 

country in question has nei-

ther the technology nor the 

democratisation of its own 

media environment.  

In effect therefore, the 

launch of 1st TV, more out 

of the frustration at the lack 

of opportunities to broadcast 

from Zimbabwe by its pro-

prietors, is a direct result of 

an undemocratic media envi-

ronment in Zimbabwe. That 

the station was launched less 

than two weeks before the 

holding of harmonized elec-

tions may raise some eye-

brows but it cannot be fault-

ed both in terms of the ITU 

and neither can the govern-

ment absolve itself of the sin 

of incompetence.  

Takura Zhangazha writes 

here in his personal capacity. 

Views expressed in the article 

are his and not necessarily the 

Crisis Coalition’s official posi-

tion. They serve to stimulate 

public discourse on the National 

Question. 
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JUST FREE N FAIR 

 

WE, the Civil Society Organisations, comprising of Social Move-

ments, Faith Based Organizations, and Labor Movements and 

Zimbabweans in the Diaspora operating in South Africa and 

Southern African countries, gathered in Johannesburg, on this day; 

 

DESIROUS of promoting conducive, peaceful, free and fair elec-

tions in Zimbabwe, 

 

REALISING that People to people regional solidarity is cardinal 

to Southern Africa’s democratization and development, 

 

ACKNOWLEDGING that Agreements of our regional blocs as 

expressed through the SADC Principles and Guidelines Governing 

Democratic Elections and The African Charter on Democracy, 

Elections and Governance are binding on state parties,  

 

NOTING in particular the resolutions of various SADC Summits 

affirming recommendations of the SADC Troika on Defense and 

Politics for a Road Map of holding Democratic Elections in Zim-

babwe, 

 

FULLY SUBSCRIBING to the SADC Principles and Guidelines 

Governing Democratic Elections, the African Charter on Democra-

cy, Elections and Governance, and Zimbabwe CSO Minimum De-

mands for Free and Fair elections, 

 

NOTING that elections are due to be held in Zimbabwe on the 31st 

of July 2013, 

 

BEING OF THE UNDERSTANDING, that the objective of the 

Global Political Agreement (GPA) brokered by SADC and entered 

into by three political parties in Zimbabwe in 2008 was to prepare 

Zimbabwe for a free and fair election that is peaceful, credible, and 

legitimate and that cannot be contested, 

 

COGNISCENT that the objective for the SADC brokered agree-

ment has not been achieved and will not have been achieved by the 

31st of July,  

  

Concerned that the outcome of the election already has had part of 

its credibility dented due to the prevailing environment, which is 

not conducive to conduct of peaceful, free, fair and credible elec-

tions, whose outcome is uncontestable, 

 

FULLY AWARE, that SADC and the AU’s credibility -as the 

guarantors to the Global  Political Agreement and facilitators of the 

political dialogue in Zimbabwe,- is at stake, as Zimbabwe presents 

a test case for SADC and the AU’s effectiveness and the sacro-

sanctity of  the principle of ‘ African Solutions to African Prob-

lems, 

 

CONVINCED that a credible and legitimate election is a not an 

end in itself but a critical foundation for further building and 

strengthening of democracy, 

 

 

OBSERVING THAT: 

 

 Violence and the threat of it still exist in Zimbabwe. 

 The voter registration process left thousands of eligible voters, 

especially women and Zimbabweans of Foreign Decent – conde-

scendingly referred to as ‘aliens’,- disenfranchised due to organiza-

tional, logistical and in some instances political bottlenecks and 

challenges. 

 The unavailability of resources in support of the election pro-

cess, has already created challenges in most pre-election processes, 

and continues to infuse uncertainty into the electoral environment 

and process. 

 State print and electronic media are still partisan and seem to 

be failing to uphold the principle of fair and equal access amongst 

competing political and citizens voices, 

 Hate and inflammatory speech and messages that incite vio-

lence are still rampant. 

 Journalists and media practitioners still face threats, physical 



and psychological abuse. 

 Human rights defenders still face false and malicious prosecu-

tion, amongst other risks. 

 The concept of the Rule of Law is still elusive and the law is 

still being selectively applied. 

 Laws that inhibit free speech and freedom of assembly such as 

Public Order and Security Act (POSA) and Access to Information 

Protection of Privacy Act (AIPPA), and other insult laws still exist 

and are still being enforced. 

 Special voting system is shrouded in mystery, as the eligibility 

of applicants for special voting could not be verified by ZEC. 

 The Government of Zimbabwe has selectively invited observ-

ers, with perceived friendliness to state as the criterion, 

 The some high-ranking members of the security sector remain 

involved in partisan politics, and continue to pose a threat to the 

credibility of the electoral process and insurability of the peoples 

will. 

Intraparty violence and hate speech are in existence within the po-

litical parties. 

 

WE THEREFORE COMMIT OURSELVES TO: 

Continue advocating for peaceful, free, fair and credible elec-

tions that are legitimate and whose results will be uncon-

testable.  

Continue calling for peace and monitoring the environment to 

mitigate violence and its impact, 

Continue Monitoring and scrutinizing the process to expose 

the institutionalized rigging of national elections, 

Continue advocating for the respect of the will of the people 

and orderly transfer of power. 

 

NOW WE RESOLVE THEREFORE TO;  

 

 Intensify our joint actions to ensure that governments in the 

SADC region, in particular the South African government in its 

role as facilitator, Mozambican Governant as Chair of SADC 

and the Malawi government as incoming Chair of SADC, en-

sure compliance by Zimbabwe to the SADC Principles and 

Guidelines Governing Democratic Elections, 

 Increase pressure on our governments, South Africa and 

SADC in particular to take appropriate action on Zimbabwe to 

ensure that the outcome of a free and fair election is respected, 

 Stand in solidarity with the people of Zimbabwe in their strug-

gle for a democratic society; 

 Increase pressure on the region and international community 

to put mechanisms in place that will ensure that the forthcom-

ing elections are conducted under fair rules and the spirit of fair 

play to produce an acceptable -and uncontested outcome. 

 

TO THIS END WE CALL UPON: 

 

Electoral Stakeholders, including but not limited to, Political Par-

ties, Zimbabwe Electoral Commission, Government Institutions, to 

facilitate in words and deeds the creation of a conducive environ-

ment and to allow Zimbabweans the opportunity to enjoy full and 

equal participation in the elections without undue restrictions, bot-

tlenecks or discrimination. 

 

The Media particularly state media to give fair and equal access to 

all political voices 

 

The Judiciary to be independent and apply the law equally and to 

be prepared to timeously resolve electoral disputes, 

 

The police not to selectively apply the law and conduct their duties 

professionally, 

 

Political party leaders to discourage intra party violence and hate 

speech and take appropriate action against offenders, 

  

Political parties to adhere to the Code of Conduct on elections, 

 

The Security Sector in Zimbabwe to confine themselves to their 

constitutional mandate and not become politically partisan and 

must in particular desist from making pronouncements that will 

adversely affect the process and outcome of the election, 

  

SADC and other Observers to be well-versed with the conditions 

on the ground in the run-up to elections and the process as a whole 

as well as to put in place strategies to deal with issues that will 

emerge from the election process, but the post-election period as 

well, given the potential for disputed or inconclusive electoral out-

come, 

 

SADC to send adequate election observers. 

 

We, the undersigned, therefore commit ourselves to supporting the 

FEYA FEYA CAMPAIGN and hold our convictions to be true that 

a feya feya election in Zimbabwe is the great hope of not only the 

Zimbabwean but of the Southern African People.  

 

//ENDS/ 
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