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Civil society urges alignment of laws with new 

Constitution 

 

Harare – CIVIL society has urged the government to start 

aligning laws with the new Constitution that became effective 

after President Robert Mugabe’s inauguration in August, say-

ing further delays could prejudice citizens of their rights. 

 

Zimbabwe wrote a new Constitution which was overwhelm-

ingly endorsed at the referendum held on March 16, but de-

lays by the 8th Parliament dominated by the Zimbabwe Afri-

can National Union Patriotic Front (Zanu-PF) to bring existing 

legislation into conformity with the new Charter have not 

been well received as citizens speculate over the motives. 

 

Thabani Nyoni, the spokesperson of Crisis in Zimbabwe Coali-

tion (CiZC) and director of Bulawayo Agenda (BA) interpreted 

the delay as signifying a lack of political will to have citizens 

enjoy the benefits of a new constitutional dispensation. 

“We read the delay in harmonizing or operationaliz-

ing the new constitutional provisions with all our 

laws as a lack of the required sense of urgency and 

political willingness to create a transparent, account-

able, democratic and human rights respecting gov-

ernment,” said Nyoni who insisted; 

“We would like to encourage government to ensure 

serious commitment to creating a better human 

rights and democracy framework for its citizens.” 

 

Sydney Chisi, the director of Youth Initiatives for Democracy 

in Zimbabwe (YIDEZ) said the slow approach to government 

business had been witnessed in the delayed appointment of 

the Cabinet, and stated that the failure by President Muga-

be’s administration to align existing laws with the new Consti-

tution was a deliberate move. 

“I think the delay has been quite evident because the 

new government failed to take off in real principle,” 

Chisi said. “We witnessed the delay in the appoint-

ment of the Cabinet and subsequently the opening of 

Parliament. 

“We have not seen the face of the President himself 

as the head of government except a few ministers 

who have been doing their work. Zanu-Pf has never 

been really keen on implementing the new Constitu-

tion.” 

 

Jeremiah Bhamu, a human rights lawyer and legal analyst, 

said besides that the government had not started aligning 
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laws, “there are no indications that this will happen any time 

soon”, adding that the delay was impacting on people’s enjoy-

ment of their constitutional rights and causing confusion in 

certain government sectors. 

“The delay is adversely impacting on the meaningful 

realization of human rights by citizens and delivery of 

justice,”Bhamu said. “In terms of the new Constitu-

tion the Attorney General became the Prosecutor 

General. 

“The absence of the new law makes [Johannes] To-

mana double up as the Attorney General and Prose-

cutor General.” 

 

Bhamu said that there should be a new law establishing the 

National Prosecuting Authority (NPA) and the framework of 

operation for prosecutors, presided over by the Prosecutor 

General in line with Sections 260-3 of the new Constitution, so 

that they are not under the Attorney General’s office. 

“Currently, we don’t know where prosecutors should 

be reporting and we are stuck with a situation that 

the new Constitution was trying to run away from,” 

Bhamu said. “They should be employed by the Na-

tional Prosecuting Authority which does not exist con-

textually.” 

 

Sweeping changes are also expected in local government laws 

in line with Section 264, which provides for devolution as well 

as legislative adjustments to suit an expanded Bill of Rights. 

 

Nkosilathi Moyo, founding Executive Director of Zimbabwe 

Organisation for Youth in Politics (Z.O.Y. P), said the delay led 

to the continued reliance by government on laws whose value 

Zimbabweans rejected by way of a new Constitutional dispen-

sation. 

“This is a regrettable and deliberate stance from the 

government to give time to repressive laws,” Moyo 

said. “The constitution was negotiated and some of 

the laws are not favorable to Zanu-PF which favored 

the old constitutional dispensation. 

“This means speedy realignment will not work in their 

favor and they seem to be aware of that reality. The 

delay is a deliberate and calculated assault on peo-

ple’s liberties.” 

 

Meanwhile, MDC-T’s Senator Marava, seconded by Senator 

Makore, recently placed a motion on the Order paper in Sen-

ate, where they called for alignment of laws with the Constitu-

tion, saying the current absence of Bills for that purpose made 

the Executive commit sins of omission and commission in dis-

charging their duties, in light of a new constitutional regime.  

Bulawayo speaks out ahead of council budget consultations 

Bulawayo – CIVIC leaders based in the city of Bulawayo have advised on funding priorities for the city council ahead of its budg-

et consultations earmarked for the week beginning on Monday, October 14. 

 

Speaking ahead of the consultations, the civic leaders said the Council authorities had to consider a number of priorities both in 

terms of the manner the forthcoming consultations should be carried out and the sectors to be funded in the next budget.  

 

Debra Mabunda, the director of Radio Dialogue said Bulawayo should look at water provision as one of the areas of major fo-

cus, while she also said it was important to fund refuse collection, health and road maintenance. 

“We are likely to be calling on them to prioritise water,” Mabunda said. “That is the biggest crisis at the moment. We 

are also concerned about health, particularly with city council clinics. 

“I hope that they will also look at the roads, particularly the demarcations, they are hardly visible at night.” 
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Mmeli Dube, a civic leader in the city said council should now 

consider budgeting in a way that looks at solving the water prob-

lems in the long haul. 

“We don’t want a budget that is hanging,” Dube said. 

“We want a budget that is looking at the long term in 

terms of water.” 

 

Dube said the council should also budget to keep the city clean, 

cover potholes on the roads which have become the “face of the 

city”, ensure general maintenance of infrastructure rather than 

waiting for it to break down, appreciate the need to maintain 

adequate street lighting and increase stalls for people selling 

wares. 

“There are areas that are now dark and dangerous to people,” Dube said. “They also need to look at setting up new 

stalls for SMEs.” 

 

Dube however said that the City Council should improve its communication with residents so that they are aware of their re-

sponsibilities as consumers of services. 

“The other issue they have to look at is public education,” Dube said. “Maybe the city council should have a newsletter 

for civic education, which also acts as their public relations face. The citizens should be aware of their responsibilities 

as consumers of the services of the city council such as that they should not waste water, or dump litter on the 

streets.” 

 

Another civic leader in the city, Rodrick Fayayo, said the forthcoming consultations should not be approached half-heartedly, 

saying they “should be done not just because they should be done, but because it is the correct thing to do.” 

“We expect council to mobilize a lot of people unlike in the past where 20 to 30 people attended,” Fayayo said. “The 

budget should be ward-specific apart from looking at things that affect the whole city. 

“The budget should look at each and every ward because Bulawayo is not a homogeneous area. The people in the 

wards will then be interested in the consultations because they will know that it is relevant to them.”  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  


