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Feya Feya Trail Hits Chitungwiza 
 

 

Feya Feya, a campaign driven by 83 civil 
society organisations in Zimbabwe, which 
seeks to call for and safeguard the ob-
servance of the principles of free, fair and 
credible elections on Saturday, July 6, hit 
the streets of Zengeza 2 in Chitungwiza 
with a well-attended concert. 

 

Civil society organisations made good on 
the pledges that they gave at the Feya 
Feya Conference in Bulawayo on June 27, 
2013 to put heads together in calling for 
free, fair and credible elections which led 
to the holding of the event. 

 

Urban grooves artistes, Guspy Warrior, 
Dadza D, Syndicate, Jiggaz and Magesh 
graced the open air, free of charge event 
and entertained a crowd comprising of 
supporters from the different parties 
battling out in the forthcoming harmo-
nized elections, including MDC-T and 
Zanu-PF.  

 

Zimbabwe is due to have harmonized 
elections for President, Members of Par-
liament and Local Government on July 31. 

 

Four election focused campaigns of Zim-
babwe civil society organisations merged 
into the Chitungwiza edutainment con-
cert. 

 

Win Against Violent Elections (WAVE) by 
Heal Zimbabwe Trust, X1G by Election 
Resource Centre (ERC) and Dat is Da Vote 
by ZIMRIGHTS were the campaigns which 
have been ongoing that collaborated for 
the Feya Feya concert. 

 

The Chitungwiza residents who attended 
walked away with regalia in the from of 
WAVE berets, FEYA FEYA hooded jackets 
and, X1G and HANDEI T-shirts, with mes-
sages in support of the principle of free, 
fair and credible elections. 

 

The Chitungwiza event benefitted from 
collaboration and coordination amongst 
various organisations including but not 

Feya Feya Trail 

Hits Chi-

tungwiza 

Issue #: 198                                             Friday,    09 July  2013 

Head Office 
18 Philips Ave 
Belgravia 
Harare 
+263-4-704418/+263-4-798038 
 

SA Regional Office 
711, 7th Floor Khotso House 
62 Marshall Street 
Marshalltown 
Johannesburg 
+27-11-838736/+27-732120629 

No to Self-

Isolation from 

SADC – PM 

ZBC, Zimpapers 

Reportage Still 

Biased – CSOs 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Crisis-in-Zimbabwe-Coalition/142285398361?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/crisiscoalition


2 

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  

limited to ,  The x1G Campaign, ZimRights, Heal Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe National Students Union (ZINASU), Combined Harare 
Residents Association (CHRA), Build A Better Youth Zimbabwe (BABY-ZIMBABWE) and Media and Technology Trust (MTT). 

 

 

No to Self-Isolation from SADC – PM 

THE week from 30 June to 6 July saw the political parties in the Inclusive Government (IG) staging their star rallies where the 

President and the Prime Minister of the Republic - apart from launching their manifestos - aired their sentiments on the South-

ern African Development (SADC) mediation process as the crusade toward the forthcoming elections heats up. 

 

Responding to the President of the Republic and Zanu-PF leader, Robert Mugabe’s statements that Zimbabwe would pull itself 

out of the regional bloc if his party was not happy with SADC policies; Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai said such a move would 

not get the backing of Zimbabweans, labelling it “suicidal”. 

 

PM Tsvangirai said Zimbabweans were grateful that 

the regional bloc had pulled “the country from the 

precipice.” 

“Internationally, we have brought our coun-

try out of isolation even though our oppo-

nents seem hell-bound to move us out of the 

family of nations,” the PM told his support-

ers on Saturday, July 6, in the Mashonaland 

East town of Marondera. 

 “What we have witnessed in the last two 

weeks is a concerted effort to rob the legiti-

macy of this election even before it has be-

gun,” he added. 

 

The Mavambo/Khusile/Dawn (MKD) President and ex-SADC Executive Secretary, Dr. Simba Makoni - who is one of the leaders in 

the three-party coalition that includes Chairman Reketayi Semwayo of Zanu-Ndonga who are backing the PM for presidency at 

the forthcoming polls – agreed with the PM’s views. 

 

Said Makoni: “Internationally, the new government will immediately restore broken relationships.” 

 

Makoni was speaking at the official unveiling of the Coalition for Change comprising MDC-T, MKD and Zanu-Ndonga in Harare 

on Monday, July 8, where the parties outlined their collective governance agenda. 

 

President Mugabe, addressing his supporters in the Harare high density suburb of Highfields took a swipe at the SADC media-

A group photo of SADC Heads of State and Government and their Representatives  includ-

ing  President R.G Mugabe and PM Tsvangirai 



3 

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  

tion team and particularly threw personal jibes at Lindiwe Zulu – the SADC appointed facilitator – South African President Jacob 

Zuma’s International Relations Advisor. 

 

President Mugabe called Zulu a “street woman” who said “stupid things” apart from 

issuing the clearest threat yet that “if SADC decides to do stupid things, we can pull 

out.” 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Director McDonald Lewanika said: 

“History has shown us that the most unreasonable things are not out of the 

reach of Mugabe and Zanu-Pf, and as such, the threat to further isolate Zim-

babwe through withdrawal from SADC is not a distant possibility,” said 

Lewanika. 

  

The CiZC director said the move by President Mugabe could be a pre-emptive 

“withdrawal” to avoid being embarrassed by the regional bloc through possible ex-

pulsion, perhaps as in the case of Madagascar for failing to give Zimbabweans a peaceful, free, fair and credible election. 

 

Lewanika added such a move could lead to Zimbabwe’s isolation by the whole of the international community.  

 

Lewanika said the fact that Zimbabwe is a landlocked country made the threat of a pull out more unpalatable. 

 

“What they are not considering as Zanu-Pf is that these aspirations by SADC are a collective aspiration for the generali-

ty of Zimbabweans. 

“So even a pull out of SADC to avoid censure will not be enough to stop the people of Zimbabwe from demanding a 

legitimate government,” he added. 

 

Zimbabwe in December 2003 under the leadership of President Mugabe pulled out of the Commonwealth, and its international 

isolation was exacerbated by targeted European sanctions on the then Zanu-pf ruling party, following international disapproval 

of its international human rights record. 

 

In terms of pledges to the electorate, the President dug in at the Highfields rally, ahead of the 2013 polls making  claims of pro-

tecting Zimbabwe’s sovereignty and citing the black empowerment policy which he said targeted “at least 50 percent” owner-

ship of the business entities in the country, while emphasizing that “the policy is to empower indigenous entities to hold 100 

percent” . 

 

PM Tsvangirai at the star rally in Marondera and at the unveiling of the Coalition for Change’s governance agenda in Harare – 

where the statement was presented by MKD President Dr. Makoni – pledged jobs, rural transformation, equitable access to 

health and education, international re-engagement, food security, infrastructural development, “social safety nets for the weak 

and for children” and rule of law.  

 

Meanwhile other parties are yet to unveil their manifestos.  

CiZC Director McDonald Lewanika  
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CIVIL society organisations have criticized the state media, 

particularly the Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation (ZBC) and 

State owned newspapers for continuing to churn out biased 

reportage of the campaigns of political parties contesting in 

the forthcoming harmonized elections pencilled in for July 31. 

 

The partisan reporting in favour of the Zimbabwe African Na-

tional Union Patriotic Front (Zanu-PF) continues despite a 

clause in the new Constitution’s Sixth Schedule which came 

into effect on May 22 forbidding such conduct, they said. 

 

Further, the Southern African Development Community 

(SADC) Principles and Guidelines Governing Democratic Elec-

tions and the African Union (AU) Principles and Guidelines 

Governing Democratic Elec-

tions label such behaviour 

undemocratic and it is not 

expected of the state media. 

 

Speaking to the Crisis Report 

on Monday, July 8, 2013, Me-

dia Institute of Southern Afri-

ca – Zimbabwe Chapter Di-

rector Nhlanhla Ngwenya 

said the ZTV bias as shown in 

the recent coverage of the 

manifestos of Zanu-PF and 

Movement for Democratic Change led by Prime Minister Mor-

gan Tsvangirai was not to be condoned. 

 

“I think all these observers from the African Union 

should take note . 

“One vivid example is the treatment of the election 

manifestos where one party Zanu-Pf gets full live cov-

erage while the other party MDC gets snippets. 

“The same state media has been masquerading Zanu-

PF manifestos as news pieces,” the MISA-Zimbabwe 

Director said. 

 

Ngwenya said that the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission (ZEC) 

is being looked upon by Zimbabweans to act on the matter 

and rein in ZBC Group chief Executive Officer, Happison 

Muchechetere who reportedly refused to be corrected on the 

matter. 

 

ZEC is the one mandated to monitor and ensure fair coverage 

of the various parties ahead of elections according to the Elec-

toral Act. 

 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition (CiZC) Spokesperson, Thabani 

Nyoni, said that the newspapers under the State-controlled 

Zimpapers such as The Herald, The Chronicle and The Sunday 

Mail were equally biased purportedly to defend national inter-

ests but in essence to merely prop up Zanu-PF therefore  “In 

terms of coverage, there is no fair coverage of all political 

players and opinions. 

 

“What we see is a continuation of a 

situation where coverage of other 

players who are not Zanu-Pf is alle-

gations and criticisms. 

“Coverage of Zanu-PF is propaganda 

and praise,” said Nyoni, adding that 

such coverage often takes promi-

nence as first and second page sto-

ries. 

“If civil society is covered, it will be 

vitriol that we are for the MDC-T and 

we are western sponsored.” 

 

Over 83 civil society organisations, on June 27 launched the 

Feya Feya campaign in Bulawayo and among their 11 Feya 

Feya principles , the CSOs categorically stated that free and 

fair elections required: 

“That ZEC and the government ensures that there is 

fair and equal access to public media by all competing 

political and civilian voices, while ensuring that media 

practitioners and journalists are allowed to operate 

freely as enshrined in Section 61 of our Constitution.”  

ZBC, Zimpapers Reportage Still Biased – CSOs 

File picture : March for media reforms 


