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Voters' roll in a mess desdplte election call
t

........Mugabe expected to raise the dea

DESPITE calls by Zanu PF leader Robert
Mugabe that elections to replace the ailing
inclusive government will be held next year,
aglance at the country's voters' roll is a cause
for concern reigniting calls for a fresh
electorate list.

Zimbabwe has the highest proportion
of elderly voters in the world, according to
the voters' roll that was used for the
harmonised elections in 2008.

Zanu PF has in the past manipulated
the voters' roll to such an extent that some
people who are long dead have been able to
cast ballots from their graves and Mugabe
has succeeded to do so because it is in
shambles and he simply takes advantage of
the confusion.

Before the last elections, in 2005, the
MDC was able to get hold of CDs of the
voters' rolls for 12 constituencies, subjected
them to digital analysis and found that 45 per
cent of the names on the list were false. Since
then Tobaiwa Mudede, the Registrar-
General, has keptatight lid on the roll.

An audit of the voters' roll conducted
by the Research and Advocacy Unit of
pressure group Sokwanele unearthed several
anomalies in the current voters' roll
maintained by the Registrar General's office.

These include a surprisingly large
number of people aged 100 and above. The
audit identified names of 74 021 voters aged

FLASHBACK:George Chiweshe addressing journalists during 2008 harmonised elections

above 100 on the roll used in last
year's harmonised parliamentary and
presidential elections. There were also 82
456 people registered who are aged between
90 and 100, according to the report released
at the weekend.

“These figures are quite amazing
when you consider that average life
expectancy in Zimbabwe is 34 for women
and 37 for men, and in light of the fact that
the World Health Organisation predicts that
only 14.7 percent of people live beyond 60 in
Zimbabwe,” the pressure group observed in
areport titled “2013 Vision — Seeing Double
and the Dead”.

Meanwhile, the Zimbabwe electoral
Commission (ZEC) chairperson Justice
Simpson Mutambanengwe has said that the
commission is not there to effect regime
change, butto deliver, free and fair election.

“ZEC is not there to cause regime
change as such. If regime change occurs, itis
simply an incident of our work. We are here
to deliver a free and fair election that is
credible to all parties involved,”
Mutambanengwe said addressing a
workshop in organised by The Zimbabwe
Election Support Network last week.

“As part of improving the country's

0 secure victo ry

electoral systems, ZEC would consult with
stakeholders to come up with ways of
improving the voters' roll,” he said.

A source told a local newspaper that
members of ZEC are undergoing secret
training at Central Intelligence Organization
(CIO) offices across the country, allegedly in
order to manipulate the running and
outcome of future elections. An unwilling
participant at the course told the paper that
training began on Monday at Hurudza
House, the CIO Mashonaland East
Provincial headquarters.

“Though the training was still in its
initial stages, the aim of the exercise was
obviously for us to learn new tricks and
methods of manipulating election results
without raising public eye-brows,” said the
source.

ZEC deputy chairperson Joyce
Kazembe surprised many last week when
she said that the electoral body was ready to
conduct national elections and only required
the requisite proclamation from President
Robert Mugabe in his capacity as Head of
State despite the fact that the voters roll that
has been used since independence in 1980
has not been revised.

This was after Mugabe last week
indicated that a referendum for a new
constitution will be held in the first quarter of
next year while elections would follow by
mid-2011.

Green bombers resurface In tlme for electlons

THE dreaded Zanu PF youth militia,
graduands from the national youth training
service institutions also known as the Green
bombers have resurfaced just in time for the
2011 plebiscite that is being called for by
Zanu PF leader Robert Mugabe.

The re-emergence of the youth
militia nicknamed the green bombers
because of their green attire has sent shock
waves among Zanu PF's arch rivals
especially the two MDC formations, the one
led by Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai
and the smaller faction led by Deputy Prime
Minister Arthur Mutambara.

Sources close to The New Age Voices
say that the militia will be called on to beef
up the Zanu PF youth wing that will be
expected to be unleashed on the electorate
again after the unforgettable June 27 one
man runoff election.

The youth militias are well-trained in
torture techniques which they use on
civilians who refuse to identify with Zanu
PF ideology. The Zimbabwe Republic
Police take virtually no action against the

forces, widely feared for their reputation for
violence.

The thugs are trained in six-week
sessions at four camps established by the
government. Ostensibly they are doing their
"national service" and learning skills to help
the community, but they are renowned for

torturing, raping and Kkilling opposition
activists.

It has been nine years since the
launch of the Border Gezi program, with an
estimated 80,000 graduates who have been
turned into Zanu PF security agents.

Recently the deputy Minister of
Youth, Indigenisation and Empowerment
Tongai Matutu told The New Age Voices that
the militia training had been halted but this
paper was taken by surprise when the
unilaterally appointed Masvingo Governor
Titus Maluleke officiated at a pass out
parade of 100 youths from the Border Gezi
youth programme at Mushagashe
\Vocational Training School last week.
Matutu boycotted the graduation ceremony.

In an interview with The New Age
\oices recently, Matutu said that the youth
training programme has been put on hold
because it was not properly set up.

He said that since the inception of the
Inclusive government, the programme was
suspended as government was having a
relook and how to properly structure it.

He said that it should be the desire of
every youth to join national youth training
service because of what it offers as value
addition to an individual and not a situation
where youths are coerced to join.

“You see there is a problem with the
set up of the programme. It should come
from someone’s heart that he or she wants to

GREEN BOMBERS: ZANU Youth militia have resurfaced

join the youth service. The situation
of forcing people to join is disastrous,”
Matutu said.

The re-emergence of the terror troops
is expected to tilt the vote in favour of the
hugely unpopular Mugabe who remains in
power at the mercy of the Inclusive
Government because of its ability to instill
fear onthe electorate.

In 2007, Members of parliament,
including some from Mugabe's Zanu-PF
party, toured several national youth service
camps and vocational training centres,
which are also government- funded and
were horrified at what they found,

dilapidated dormitories, minimal
food rations and females sexual abuse.

The youth militia is taught
exclusively ZANU-PF campaign materials
and speeches. These include an anthology of
Mugabe's speeches titled Inside the Third
Chimurenga. The speeches glorify
Mugabe's land reform programme and
ZANU-PF heroes Border Gezi and
Chenjerai Hunzvi.

The national youth service was
authorised in 1999 and established in 2001
under the presidency of Robert Mugabe and
has since been used to prop up Zanu PF
violence.
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THE controversial self styled war veteran
and Zanu PF member Jabulani Sibanda has
upped his terror campaign in Zaka and
Bikita districts and has virtually camped in
the province where he is churning out party
propaganda and threatening villagers with
violence.

Sibanda has for the past 3 months
causing havoc in Masvingo province where
he is moving around with Zanu PF youth
militia that unleashed an orgy of violence in
the run up to the discredited June 2008
runoff election that saw Zanu PF leader
Robert Mugabe compete in a one man
election after Morgan Tsvangirai pulled out
citing the youth's violence.

Information gathered by The New
Age Voices last week revealed that Sibanda
is force marching people to attend meetings
where he is indoctrinating people on the
Zanu PF ideology and at the same time
threatening the villagers whom he is
accusing of dumping Mugabe in favour of
Movement for Democratic Change (MDC)
led by Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai.

Villagers say that Sibanda has
virtually relocated to Masvingo province
and that he is frantically trying to change the
hearts and minds of the people there through
instilling fear on them by threatening to
unleash another orgy of violence that will
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surpass the 2008 runoff levels.

Sources in Zanu PF say that the war
veterans leader has been tasked by Zanu PF
with turning around the fortunes of the party
through using guerilla tactics that have
failed to bring success to the party for the
past 10 years.

Given the 2011 plebiscite that is
expected mid nextyear, Zanu PF is desperate
to wrestle back control of the government
and parliament especially in the later where
it has played second fiddle to their more
illustrious MDC-T counterparts.

Last week tempers flew in parliament
with members of parliament from MDC-T
and Zanu PF exchanging harsh words over
Sibanda's presence in the province. MDC-T
MPs have demanded that Sibanda be
removed from the province because he has
caused untold suffering on the people of
Zakaand Bikita districts.

Last month, Mwenezi East Zanu PF
Member of Parliament Kudakwashe
Bhasikiti threatened villagers in a Zaka
Ward 24 Constitutional and Parliamentary
Select Committee (COPAC) outreach
meeting with violence after they moved a
motion to ban aged politicians from
contesting in elections. The meeting was
held at Mushungwa primary school.

UNLEASHING TERROR: Jabulani Sibanda is causing havoc in Masvingo

A day before the outreach meeting at
the same venue, Zanu PF and War Veterans
held a pre-outreach meeting that was poorly
attended which was meant to rally villagers
to support the Zanu PF stance in the
constitution.

However, the meeting was held
contrary to COPAC regulations prohibiting
political gatherings 24 hours before outreach
meetings. The meeting was chaired by
retired Army Colonel Livingstone Chineka
who is the former MP for Zaka East.

Sources who spoke to The New Age
Voices said that Chineka organised night
vigils and door to door campaigns that were
meant to align people with the Zanu PF
position but villagers in the area defied the
intimidation and thronged the venue in
droves.

Opposition parties have slammed the
latest Zanu PF stunt saying it shows that the
party has failed to reform despite spending
time inthe Inclusive Government.

Admin boobs expose COPAC

WHILE the country is still trying to come to
terms with the circus that took centre stage as
the constitution making process climaxed
with violent meetings in Harare, the
Constitutional and Parliamentary Select
Committee (COPAC) continues to hog the
limelight for the wrong reasons.

The COPAC management committee
has incessantly postponed the Harare
outreach meetings that were suspended
almost a month ago after Zanu PF youth
militia unleashed an orgy of violence on
civilians who had come to contribute ideas
forcing rapporteurs to abort canvassing.

Information obtained by the New Age
Voices last week revealed that COPAC is
failing to raise US$268 000 that is required
to conduct the aborted 42 outreach meetings
in Harare.

Although lipstick attempts have been
made to reach out to the Diaspora, COPAC
has failed to adequately cater for the exiled
citizens many of whom flew political and
economic upheaval that has engulfed
Zimbabwe for the past decade.

COPAC has also been found wanting
in terms of logistical arrangements that have
led to internal chaos thereby affecting the
outreach process. The New Age Voices takes
a closer look at some of the bungling of the
COPAC management committee.

The New Age Voices can confirm
that over 30 COPAC outreach team
members and rapporteurs stormed the body's
headquarters in Milton Park over two weeks
ago demanding outstanding allowances.

The outreach members, who came
from Mashonaland Central and East
provinces, arrived at the headquarters at
around 8am and broke into song and dance.

The angry mob allegedly assaulted
security personnel at the main entrance and
closed the gate before declaring that no one
would be allowed to enter or leave the
premises until their grievances had been
addressed.

Police had to be called to disperse the
marauding mob at around 10am.
COPAC co-chairperson Mr Douglas
Mwonzora confirmed the incident and said
the aggrieved members were addressed by
Mr Gift Marunda, the project administrator
and finance manager, before they were paid
their dues on the same day.

“We still need the services of the
team members. As you are aware, there were
disturbances in Harare at about half of the
places the outreach programme was being
held, a development that has been
condemned by the three principals to the
inclusive Government,” said Mr Mwonzora.

Only Last month, MDC-T's House of
Assembly member for St Mary's Mr
Marvellous Khumalo and 10 other party
members brought business to a halt at the
offices, again demanding their allowances.

In July, Members of Parliament
stopped participating in the constitutional
outreach programme citing low and erratic
payment of allowances.

"Some Members of Parliament and
outreach members left the programme. We
did not inquire the reasons for their pullout
because this is a voluntary programme and
anyone can move out,” Mwonzora was
guoted as saying then.

Mr Mwonzora refused to name the
legislators.The legislators said they could
make more money doing their own things in
Harare than by going on the outreach.
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The MPs also tried to coerce support
staff into going on strike in a bid to have their
conditions of service improved.

We are operating under very difficult
conditions characterised by late payments of
the allowances while accommodation is
difficultto secure insome areas.

"Some have resorted to asking
drivers and other support staff to strike so
that all our grievances are addressed," one
source said.

Also last month, drivers employed
under the constitution-making process in
Matabeleland South temporarily downed
tools demanding their outstanding salaries.

The disgruntled drivers refused to
take COPAC outreach teams to venues of
their meetings, leaving the teams stranded in
Bulawayo.

COPAC co-chairperson Edward
Mkhosi confirmed the strike by the drivers
and said the drivers were demanding
outstanding salaries they said have not been
paid foralongtime.

Mkhosi said the drivers' reasons for
going on strike were genuine and needed to
be dealt with amicably.

“The truth is that we are all waiting
for money from Treasury, including drivers
and members of the outreach teams. They
are still owed some money, but the truth is
that right from the top person to the lowest,
we are all owed money by COPAC,” Mkhosi
was quoted as saying.

It is such disorganisation by COPAC
that critics say exposed the inability of the
committee to effectively discharge its duties
which eventually culminated into chaos in
Harare.
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Zim youths set for climate change conference

TWELVE Zimbabwean youths are set to
leave the country next month for the youth
climate change conference that will be
taking place in Malawi from the 17" to the
19"

The Southern and East Africa Youth
Conference on Climate Change (SEYCCC)
will be held in Lilongwe and is set to bring
together youths from across the southern
and eastern part of the continent. The theme
for the climate conference is, “Building
capacity for climate change interventions in
Southern Africa: Adaptation, mitigation and
advocacy”.

The conference will bring together
over 500 young activists who have a passion

for climate change. Action 24 is
coordinating the event and has brought
together 12 youths from various
organisations in Zimbabwe who are dealing
with climate change issues in their fields of
expertise.

The youths have organized aroad trip
to Lilongwe where they will take the
opportunity to move around educating the
communities on the effects of climate
change in their communities and would also
lobby the communities to embrace ways of
countering climate change such as planting
trees.

Lewis Makurumure Coordinator for
Action 24 who is also one of the facilitators

of the trip said that the road trip will afford
the participants the chance to conscietise
people on climate change scourge.

“The purpose of the road trip will be
to enable the team to disseminate
information on climate change in the
communities enroute to the conference. It
will also raise awareness on the impact of
climate change on the communities and how
they can counter it,” Makurumure said.

The team is in the process of sourcing
trees that they will plant on the road trip
while distributing some to the communities
and expect members of the communities to
take a leaf from their awareness activities.

The youths will also be cycling in

some of the communities on their way to
Malawi to enable them to interact effectively
with members of the community and
distribute campaign materials such as fliers
and pamphlets.

The youthful team will present a
position paper at the conference on the state
of the country's ability to tackle issues
around climate change such as mitigation
and adaptation, advocacy and policy.

The initiative by the youths has been
hailed by environmental leaders who have
said it sends the right signal because the
future belonged to them and hence they
should play a leadingrole.

UKUBAMBANA YOUTH DECLARATION

ON PEACE AND NATIONAL HEALING

Agreed on this 24th day of September,
2010 at the Ukubambana Youth Peace
Summit.

PREAMBLE

We, the young people of Zimbabwe,
gathered under the auspices of
UKUBAMBANA YOUTH PEACE
SUMMIT Convened by the Zimbabwe
Youth Organisations Network (ZI'YON)
from the 21st to 25th of September 2010
Commemorating the 2010
International Day of Peace, Desirous to
witness the realisation and sustenance of
true and lasting peace in Zimbabwe
Committing ourselves to be part of the
Zimbabwe Peace Process and the national
healing process Convinced that true national
healing can only be achieved through
addressing several multiple issues which
threaten social stability such as health,
governance, economic, social, gender,
cultural issues among others Hereby make
the following demands and commit
ourselves to the following:-

COMMITMENTS

1. We commit ourselves to be agents and
ambassadors of peace, shunning and
rejecting violence and further

commit ourselves to initiate and take part in
all peace related efforts at individual,
collective, community,societal, national and
international level.

2. We commit ourselves to active and
constructive engagement in the economic,
social and political processes at all levels.
We further commit ourselves to upholding
an ethos of transparency and accountability,
shunning corruption and apathy.

3. We commit ourselves to peaceful
participation and constructive engagement
with all stakeholders for the realisation and
advancement of our fundamental liberties
and rights, including but not limited to
gender, health, academic freedoms and all
socio-economic and cultural rights.

4. We commit ourselves to the promotion of
a peaceful and tolerant political and electoral
environment to sustain national stability,
prosperity and attainment of meaningful and
participatory democracy.

5. We commit ourselves to contribute
meaningfully to the national healing
processes, and further commit ourselves to
reject being used as agents of violence in our
nation.

DEMANDS

1. We call upon the Government of
Zimbabwe to engage in broad based
consultation with the youth, towards the
implementation of a voluntary, non
militarised and non partisan youth training
programme for the purpose of imparting
critical life skills to the youth, through the
school curriculum.

2. We call upon the Government to
implement policies and adopt laws,

supported by the necessary administrative
and technical infrastructure to enhance the
economic development, empowerment and
emancipation of the youth.

3. We call upon the Government to adopt
specific, measures to ensure that state
institutions and state machinery are not
manipulated by any state and non state actor
for the purposes of intimidation, ruthless
suppression of dissent, violence or stifling
the voice of the youth. We further call upon
the Government to ensure that State
institutions and state machinery will serve
and not subvert the will of the youth through
a specific pro-youth regulatory framework
of these state institutions and other state
machinery.

4. We call upon the Government of
Zimbabwe to institutionalise and set up an
independent constitutional youth body
which shall be responsible for capacity
building of the youth, impartation of life
skills, youth leadership development, the
realisation of a quota representation of
youths in government, policy formulation
and implementation, decision making, as
well as administering over the affairs of the
youth,including a special fund for the youth
for these purposes.

5. We call upon the Government of
Zimbabwe to establish a conducive and
enabling political environment to enhance
positive youth participation in the political
processes, including but not limited to the
electoral process, non partisan state media
and non partisan state security forces.

Young Voices Network, YCDZ,
Development Reality Institute, YCDZ,
Great Indaba, Lupane Youth for
Development, Contradictions Arts for
Development Trust, Joshua Foundation,
Zimbabwe Youth Council,

Renewal International, SAYWHAT,
Global Youth Coalition on AIDS-
Zimbabwe, Students Solidarity Trust,
Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition Youth
Committee, Institute for Young Women
Development, Ebony and

Ivory, Campus Sustained Dialogue
Network, WCC, Bornfree, Pacesetters,
Youth Agenda Trust, Zimbabwe

Junior Achivement, Zimbabwe Young
Women's Network on Peace Building,
Youth in Business Forum,

GHYF, PSN, PENYA Trust, Achieve Your
Goal Trust, CHRA, ZINASU, ROHR
Zimbabwe, YWALM, SCMZ,

Platform for Youth Development, Youth
Forum, The Arts and AIDS Foundation
Zimbabwe, Youth Initiative for
Democracy Zimbabwe, CSSD, Mbare
Residents Trust, Mission to Live, Gutu
Youth Forum, Partners for Growth,
Forum for Restoration of Democracy,
AYJ, Intscha.com, CHOSEN, BABY
Zimbabwe, SHEEPGATE, CCDZ,
NMCS, CPIA, PVN, Youth Alliance for
Democracy, YAZ, VOP, Rovambira,
Zimbabwe Poets for Human Rights,

Following the nomination of Youth Agenda Trust for a Democracy and Governance award by Crisis In Zimbabwe Coalition,
The New Age Voices revisits some of the programmes and activities that resulted in the nomination.

FLASHBACK: Youth gathered at Chegutu High School, captured here enjoying
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a drama on the constitution making process. Also in attendance was the Chegutu mayor .
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FLASHBACK: Wedza Youth gathered at Gotora Primary School for Our Constitution-
Ngatitaure-Asikhulumeni-Speak Out Soccer Tournament which promoted youth
participation in constitution making
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We will remain resolute: Tafadzwa “Twoboy” Mugwadi

EVER since the Rhodesian discriminatory
education system under the stewardship of lan
Douglas Smith, Zimbabwe's tertiary education
system has never been in murky waters that it
finds itself in at the moment. The Zimbabwe
National Students Union (ZINASU)has
struggled to stay afloat in a highly contagious
political environment which saw it splitting into
two factions, one then led by Clever Bere and the
other one by Brilliant Dube. The leadership that
took over both factions, although they tried to
find common ground, continue to operate
separately. The Editor of The New Age Voices,
Francis Rwodzi (FR) caught up with ZINASU
faction leader Tafadzwa “Twoboy” Mugwadi
(TM) who spoke at length about the challenges
faced by the union and the way forward for
students among other issues.

FR: Twoboy thank you for coming through for
this interview but I must confess that it has not
been easy because there are two factions here.
TM: Let me categorically state that there are no
factions in ZINASU, there is only one ZINASU
headed by me. | only get to hear about factions in
newspapers and when | chat with colleagues and
when | getinterviewed by journalists like you. On
the 18" of June 2010, the ZINASU leadership sat
down in a historic extraordinary general council
and resolved to have unity of purpose Visa Vis the
farce that was taking place at St Lucia Park.
Today we are beginning to see the fruits of the
unity that is backed by overwhelming support
which has been our pillar of strength. We now
stand proud that we are united in pursuit of
academic freedoms that will see tertiary
institutions being transformed from institutions
of higher learning, to institutions of higher
earning.

FR: What have you done as ZINASU to ease
the plight of students in tertiary institutions
especially those who are not paid up?

TM: Firstly let me say that ZINASU is not a state
policy maker, we are only a lobbying movement
that seeks to influence policy makers to also
remember the plight of the students. In this
regard, we have met the Prime Minister Morgan
Tsvangirai bilaterally and in particular on the
sidelines of the May day celebrations. Let me
quote what he said, “l am going to address this in
20 days and we will meet (Stan) Mudenge and
take him to task,” | am not sure about the PMs
definition of 20 days which goes beyond 5
months. We had requested that supplementary

examinations be provided for those students but
the government remained adamant. In the same
way, we have lobbied government to address the
challenges of accommodation where the halls of
residence continue to be incessantly closed for
reasons only rumoured in newspapers which are
not realistic. Let me put it very clearly that
students cannot learn without accommodation
which is a basic right for any scholar, these are the
things that we want addressed so that no student is
prejudiced.

We are also lobbying for the disbandment of
semesterised student cards which are meant to
victimise poor students who are prohibited from
accessing lectures and library facilities on the
account that they have not paid.

FR: What has ZINASU done to help expelled
and suspended students back to class?

TM: The suspensions and expulsions are enough
evidence that it has not been thawing or raining
but it continues to pour for the hapless students.
We need to restore some level of sanity. The
Students Solidarity Trust had the responsibility of
taking care of these activists because some will be
disowned by their families. The SST has
abandoned that, we are now seeking to engage
new partners and open new avenues for our
activists. We are happy that some of the students
were awarded the Libertas scholarship to study in
The Netherlands. Most funders have been
concentrating on the constitution making
negating the social security side in terms of
students. We are happy that those who were
expelled continue to partner us. What they fought
for will one day be rewarded.

FR: What is your position on the 2011 election
that is being called for by President Robert
Mugabe, as students?

TM: Itis very unfortunate that politicians rush to
talk about elections before even stopping to ask
whose election it is anyway? You cannot talk of
elections when we have POSA, instruments that
close democratic space for a free and fair election.
The union is worried, who doesn't know that this
country was marred by chaos in the run up to June
27 elections? There is need for legislative reform
to create a conducive environment. Let me warn
you that nothing has changed since 2008, Zanu
will lose the election but will not leave power. The
police, ZEC, the military and the judiciary have
not yet been reformed. ZINASU is going to sit
down and chat a way forward in as far as those
elections are concerned. \We are going to embark

Student Christian Movement of Zimbabwe (SCMZ) officials captured at the
ldeas Festival, which was held in Bulawayo recently

on voter registration mobilisation campaign for
students to register.

FR: From the students' perspective, how has
national healing process fared?

TM: The national healing process is a national
blunder. It was not supposed to be full of political
appointees. What is the role of the church? What
is the role of civic society? The co-ministers need
healing among themselves. The civic society and
church have not been given roles that they
deserve. Zanu has caused the majority of the
wounds and it is continuing to rub salt on the
wounds. As we speak, Jabulani Sibanda is
terrorising people in Masvingo. The problem that
we have is that the victim is ready to heal but the
perpetrator is reluctant, Sibanda's actions are
enough testimony. It is unfortunate that the organ
is squandering taxpayers money, it should be
disbanded and replaced with the church, civic
society and retired judges. People should return
things that they stole, those who killed must be
arrested. Who does not know that Ndira,
Chiminya, Chokururama, Kauzani among others
were murdered in cold blood? Those who
assaulted people should be arrested so that we
militate what has come of Zimbabwean elections.
We should move from that culture to genuine
transitional justice.

FR: What is your assessment of the
constitution reform process?

TM: Our position is simple, it is take charge. We
are determined to the point where the knife meets
the meat. This is not an NCA campaign but an
NCA, ZINASU and ZCTU campaign. Today in
2010 we celebrate the ideals that define the
principles of our struggle. We stand guided by the

Working People's Convention of 1999, and the
civic charter of 5 June 2009 and | quote, “A
genuine people driven constitution making
process which is not politician or parliamentary
driven but that which is presided by an
independent commission”. This is a simple
rejection of the blatantly flawed COPAC process
which is politician driven. Today we are
celebrating the steadfast commitment to our
principles that ZINASU will embrace a people
driven constitution. The COPAC failure is
enough testimony to the ZINASU octopus that
COPAC will never succeed. So we are simply
going to vote no, whatever the outcome because
people have been coached on what to say and
have been harassed and subjected to violence.
ZINASU is different from fly by night politicians
who lack commitment to principle. The MDC and
its leadership says no to COPAC in the morning,
says yes at lunch and say no once again in the
evening. No one can be sure of their position
when they take to bed. The PM was quoted as
saying we will negotiate, probably its the Kariba
document.

FR: What is your message to students?

TM: My message to the students of Zimbabwe is
that we are not far away from making history. If
the students in South Africa during the time of
Steve Biko fought to a point where the knife met
the meat, how can we fail ourselves? The time has
come for all of us to unite across political and
other unnatural differences and start to defend our
struggle for academic freedoms and ultimately
the national struggle for democracy. We will

remain candid in this struggle until the dignity of
students in Zimbabwe is restored.

Thousands of youths thronged Chigovanyika Shopping Centre ahead of the aborted
Harare/Chitungwiza COPAC outreach.



