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CONSTITUTION: DETENTION SHOULD BE USED AS A LAST RE-

nild rights organisations advocated for children’s rights, including the rights of children 1
e law, to be included in the constitution. This was after the realisation that children in con

Inside this
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were being treated in a manner that did not promote their rehabilitation and reintegra-

as responsible citizens. Instead, children were being exposed to conditions that woul

0 more dangerous and serious offenders. Having a Constitution which promotes the wel-

ildren is an achievement towards the promotion and protection of their rights.

The Draft Consti- ]
tution: Detention
should be used as
a last resort

d long detention of children in contact with the law is common at police stations. Th
e detention by remanding the children in custody regardless of the offence they would b

s of the Criminal Procedure and Evidence Act Chapter 9:07, any judge, magistrate or po-
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and the Right to
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yending with the nature of offence, may release any person under the age of eighteen years

of any offence other than treason, murder or rape without bail into the custody of the par-

or place him in a place of safety instead of admitting him to bail or detaining him. The

‘When Pushed to 3
Extremes

legislation is to avoid children from being exposed to harsh environment either at the po-
ells. This however has not been the case as children are being incarcerated on arrest an
ing to be tried even for minor offences such as shoplifting. During such detention, these = Conractus 3
xed with serious and dangerous criminals who coach them. The objective of rehabilitatin

s lost in the process.

hildren in contact with the law have been protected by section 4.38 (1) (i) of the Dra
ich emphasises that detention should be the last resort and if ever the child is detained, i
1e shortest appropriate period of time. The Draft Constitution further provides for childre
ately from detained persons of over the age of eighteen years. This provision conforms to
ions Convention on the Rights of the Child and the African Charter on the Rights an
hild. This is also in line with the pre-trial diversion programme which the country initi
at children facing non serious offences are spared from the criminal justice system b
ersion. It is however important that if and when the Constitution is accepted by Zimbab-
holders should play their part in ensuring that children are not detained unnecessarily as i

t harm to the children.
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MATERNITY FEES AND THE RIGHT TO IDENTITY

en has been providing legal and financial assistance to parents or guardians in order to promote
s been evident that some parents were forced to give birth to their children at home due to fina
at the maternity clinics were beyond the reach of these women thus the scrapping of the mate
welcome development. Whilst this measure reduces maternal mortality rate, Justice for Child

omotes the registration of children’s birth.

e 2012, the organization assisted two hundred and seventy children to register their birth certifica
were failing to get registered due to non availability of birth confirmation records as parents espec
communities could not afford the maternity fees. Parents were forced into giving birth at home
reasing the number of children who die during birth which became a major concern. This also
ansmission of HIV infection which could be minimised through tests and measures conducted, i
. During an awareness campaign in Bindura, thirty women confirmed giving birth at health 1

given birth at home due to financial challenges.

icated that giving birth at home complicates the process of having the child registered as the Re
the birth who are sometimes not available. Some of these children were born in the presence o
o0 by the time of registration would be dead. Some would require financial assistance for them
which would be a distance away office thus forcing them to ignore the need for the child to ge

er of children living without any identity and failing to enjoy other rights such as education and fc

nts giving birth to children at home faced their own challenges, children who are born in clinic
gistered after being denied birth confirmation records by the clinic or hospitals due to the failure
maternity fees. The clinics or hospitals are withholding the birth confirmation records as a way
Is. The organisation would then write letters to the clinics or hospitals demanding that they release
it is a violation of the child’s right to identity. Scrapping of the maternity fees promotes the rig
further supports section 4:38 (1) (c) of the Draft Constitution which provides for the right to a pro
for children born in Zimbabwe. It is however important that all government stakeholders and ci
enforcement of this policy by holding the institutions accountable so that children have their rig

uld further promote their enjoyment of other rights.
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CONTACT US

Harare, Zimbabwe

66 Blakeway Drive, Belvedere

Phone: +263-4-741510, 778474, 0772560163/4 Fax: +263-4-792314
E-mail: admin@jctrust.co.zw: Website: www justiceforchildrentrust.org.zw

For feedback please get in touch with us through the contact details provided above.

CHILDREN’S EXPERIENCES

SHED TO EXTREMES

eft for the diaspora leaving their chil-

y parental guidance in an endeavour to
eeds for them. The aftermath has been
uency for some children whilst some
ed as there is no one to provide enough
ction for them. Whilst other parents
en unattended, some have decided to
en with them and changing their na-
m to benefit in the foreign land. This
or the children in proving their identity

e mother of three children relocated to
ter failing to look after the children due
¢ situation that gripped the country in
en were born out of wedlock and the
ot be located to provide any assistance
rder to survive in Mozambique, the
her name and documents and became
citizen. The children had Mozambican
s using their mother’s new identity.
er died, the maternal uncle was advised
e he was the only Zimbabwean relative

eighbours. He was left with no option

except to take the children back to Z

there was no one who could stay wit
Mozambique. The death certificate
Mozambique using the name the m

using.

Since the children were back in t
birth, the uncle wanted them to use
wean names but it was proving to be
the mother’s particulars indicated s
bican. Even though the uncle had the
babwean birth certificate, the names
ferent from that on the death certific
and his wife visited the organizatio
and the children were registered using
wean names through the help of the

Social Services.

Whilst some parents are pushed to
circumstances and sacrifice their nat
vide for their families, they should
children’s destiny. The children wo
to have relatives who would be willi

has both financial and time issues in
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