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“ZANU PF RIGGING WAS NOT MASSIVE”, says EU 

By Citizen reporter 

 

 

 

 

Harare- ZANU PF election rigging was not massive as the majority of 

Zimbabwean activists and opposition political parties would want to allege 

during the 31st July harmonized polls, says the European Union. 

This was said by Mr. Dell' Ariccia, Ambassador of the European Union 

Delegation in Zimbabwe at a graduation ceremony of forty six citizen re-

porters of Mobile Community Zimbabwe project at Alliance Francaise in 

Harare on Wednesday the 28th of August 2013. 

 

The ambassador said the practice and values of democracy and develop-

ment defers from one country or region to another.  

He said for one to understand Zimbabwe’s democratic development, one 

has to look into the past, the present and compare the gains of the rural or-

dinary man in Dotito, Hurumgwe or Uzumba over the period. 

He said previously before the land reform in year 2000, Zimbabwe had 1 

400 white farmers earning their living through tobacco  farming, but today 

13 years after there are more than 80 000 black Zimbabwean farmers  earn-

ing a living through tobacco farming. 

He also said that the community share ownership trusts have improved the 

lives of the majority of the rural populace who previously did not have ac-

cess to health or educational facilities but today are enjoying these services 

because of the community share ownership trusts that were launched by the 

ZANU PF despite protests by the other partners in the Government of Na-

tional Unity. 

He said these are classical examples of real empowerment initiatives that 

have delivered tangible material benefits to the masses of Zimbabwe de-

spite ignorance by the urban citizens and those against ZANU PF rule. 

He also said, one has to also understand the systems of power and admini-

stration in rural areas where the citizens have loyalty towards their head-

man, village heads, chiefs and councilors.  

He said, all this contributed in ZANU PF winning the harmonized elections 

that were held on the 31st of July 2013. 

He also said the only legitimate claims for vote rigging by the opposition 

political parties was the failure to be provided with the electronic copy of 

the voters roll as candidates.  

                                                                                    To page 2 

 

St Mary’s- The allocation of infill residential and commercial stands by the 

Municipality of Chitungwiza raises a lot of eyebrows regarding the rampant 

practice of corruption and underhand dealings within the ranks and files of the 

town’s administration. 

Recently, the Chitownews team came across a business stand that already has 

an electricity supply pole in the foundation of the premises as shown in the pic-

ture above. 

The stand is located in ward 2, St Mary’s, at the corner of Chaminuka and 

Hombarume drive.  

What puzzles most is how the person who “bought” the stand is going to con-

struct the premises considering that the electricity pylon is rooted in the floor of 

the building.  

There has been an increase in damage to electricity, water and sewer infrastruc-

ture by the corrupt municipality personnel and former councilors who are build-

ing and selling corruptly awarded residential infill and commercial stands. 

The former councilors and administrators of the municipality are alleged to be 

the owners of all the unutilized space in in the town as the municipality is 

claiming that Chitungwiza has run out of land for any developmental purposes.  

Rumours also allege that they are the ones who are selling all the commercial 

and industrial stands that are being used in building business, church and pri-

vate school premises around the town. 

Chitungwiza as a town is regarded as the hub of corrupt practices in allocation 

and selling of corruptly acquired residential and commercial stands in Zim-

babwe. 

The illegal practices have since spread to rural Seke in Mashonaland East prov-

ince where the local traditional leadership like the village heads and  head man 

are now dercating stands for urban purposes and then sell the general public 

from Chitungwiza and Harare. 

The stands are being sold between US $ 1500 to US $ 3 500 and are selling like 

hot cakes given that the municipality has ran out of space. END 

Corruption in allocation and selling of stands  

By Citizen reporter 

Foundation of a business stand that has electricity infrastructure into the premises 

EU ambassador, Mr. Dell' Ariccia (front) at the Alliance Franchaise recently. 
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46 citizen reporters graduate 

Forty six community citizen reporters from around the country graduated 

at the Mobile Community Zimbabwe graduation ceremony held the alli-

ance Franchise on the 28th of August 2013. 

The 46 were representing diverse civic society organization from around 

the country. 

They graduated after and an intense  training which comprised  of five day 

training theoretical training in citizen reporting and use of digital technol-

ogy , twelve weeks of mentoring and learning  where every trainee was 

supposed to produce a short film on a weekly basis about life in their com-

munities and work places. 

The aim of the Mobile Community Zimbabwe project was to promote the 

concept of citizen or street reporting which is also called crowd sourced 

journalism. This is whereby individual citizens play an active role in gath-

ering and dissemination of news, information and events taking place in 

their communities. 

The advances in the digital technology and information community tech-

nology have made it easy for everyone in the global village to do the work 

of professional journalists. 

In most instances when even happen in communities, it is the citizens of 

that community who have the first hand information on what transpired. 

Professional journalists are invited to the event by citizen journalists or 

street reporters who inform them of a newsworthy event. 

The aim of the project was to capacitate the forty six in skills and tech-

niques in citizen journalism and the use of digital technology in promoting 

freedom of expression, information and communication. END 

 

 From page 1: “ZANU PF rigging was not massive”, EU 

He however said the failure of candidates to be provided with the elec-

tronic copy of the voters roll does not merit in condemning the whole 

election as a massively rigged process in favour of ZANU PF. 

During the 31st 2013 July harmonized polls, ZANU PF trounced the MDC

-T led by former Prime Minister Mr Morgan Tsvangirai in a contest that 

never was as ZANU PF clinched 76% in parliament while president Mug-

abe garnered 61% as he was retained as the president of the Republic of 

Zimbabwe for the next five years. 

The EU led by Britain and the united States imposed sanctions on Harare 

on allegations of limiting people’s fundamental freedoms, abuse of rule of 

law and democracy since 2000. 

The government of Zimbabwe deny the allegations by saying the Euro-

pean Union was misled by Britain with whom she has a bilateral land dis-

pute with.  

 

 

 

Town centre- Life is slowly coming back to life at the Old Mutual owned Chi-

tungwiza town centre with the opening of OK supermarket in the complex re-

cently. 

The town centre which was officially opened to the public by the president of the 

Republic of Zimbabwe Cde Robert Gabriel Mugabe in 1990, amid pomp and fun 

fare had become a white elephant of late. 

There was no longer economic activity at the town centre because of the hyperin-

flation which prevailed in during the Zimbabwean dollar era and the sudden intro-

duction of the multi-currency regime in February 2009.  

The economic and political crisis that took place in the early decade of the new 

millennium forced country’s biggest retail supermarkets chain of OK Zimbabwe 

Limited and TM close their shops at the shopping mall because of viability chal-

lenges.  

OK Zimbabwe is now occupying the northern part of the mall that used to house 

TM supermarket previously. END 

Life slowly coming back at Town Centre 

The entrance of Chitungwiza town centre mall recently. 

The collapsing structure of the toll gate that never functioned along Dema road.. 

 “Appreciate everything your associates do for the business. Nothing else can quite 

substitute for a few well-chosen, well-timed, sincere words of praise. They are ab-

solutely free and worth a fortune.” ~ Sam Walton  

“It is not the strongest of the species that survive, nor the most intelli-

gent, but the most responsive to change.” ~ Charles Darwin 


