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NATIONAL NEWS  

Zimbabwe Arts Festivals Network Launched 
From 26-28 June, Nhimbe hosted a Workshop for 30 festival managers in 
Harare. The workshop was officially opened by the Director of the National 
Arts Council Elvas Mari. In his address, Mari chronicled previous efforts to set 
up a national festivals network; and applauded Nhimbe for hosting a 
workshop that saw the birth of the Zimbabwe Festivals Network (ZFN). In his 
address, Mari also explored governance of Festivals in respect of regulations, 
standards, procedures and structures. Other topics covered in the workshop 
included management, marketing, resource mobilisation and sustainability, 
cultural statistics, international artists mobility requirements in Zimbabwe, 
censorship and monitoring and evaluation of arts festivals. Zimbabwe’s 
premier festival HIFA gave an insightful, inspirational and challenging case 
study covering the whole spectrum on the business of arts festivals.  
The sessions on censorship and artists’ mobility provided the critical impetus in 
advocating for an enabling policy and regulatory environment for the entire 
creative sector in Zimbabwe. The workshop concluded with the adoption of 
a Constitutional framework, a set of priority actions points for the next twelve 
months and the appointment of a steering committee.  
The Festival Managers Workshop is the first of the three activities supported by 
the International Fund for Cultural diversity. The other two activities are a 
workshop for local authorities and another for arts and cultural associations. 
 
SPAA Excels  
The Nhimbe Schools Playwrights and Actors Academy (SPAA) duo of Cedric 
Msongelwa and Norbet Moyo scooped best actor and best supporting actor 
roles respectively during the Isiphiwo Sami Talent Search and the 
Intwasa/Plan High Schools Drama Competitions. During the recently held 
Intwasa/Plan High Schools Drama preliminaries Nobert Moyo was excelled 
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again. While Ronald Sigeca directed a play for his school Msiteli High, which 
made it to the finals of Intwasa/Plan High Schools Drama Competitions! Four 
students have shown keen interest in play writing and have started receiving 
training and mentorship.  
SPAA is currently working on two Folktales Kolobeja and Stories from a 
Zimbabwean Childhood. These will be premiered at Intwasa Arts Festival in 
September. There is a death of plays for children by children in our schools 
and SPAA hopes use the Folk plays to a schools tour circuit in and around 
Bulawayo. 
 
WiT Labs Rehearses Second Play 
The Nhimbe Women in Theatre (WiT Labs) in partnership with Amakhosi 
Theatre’s Plays On Sunday and with the support of Africalia  is working on 
Mothers is a story of Mira a woman who gets caught up by her past when her 
husband impregnates their daughter out of revenge. The truth unfolds as 
Bella the daughter tries to tell her mother that she is pregnant. It’s a two 
women play that is packed with suspense, action and comedy and will 
feature Sarah Mpofu known as ‘Tashi’ and Precious Moyo who featured in 
‘Button Box’ and ‘Nyaminyami the TV series.’ The play will be directed by 
Thembi Ngwabi and produced by Nonhlalo Dube the co-ordinator of WIT. 
The first performance will be at Amakhosi ‘Plays on Sunday’ on the 28th of July 
2013. 
 
WIT Coordinator to attend Royal court workshop in South Africa 
Nonhlalo Dube the coordinator of Women in Theatre (WIT) together with 11 
Zimbabwean writers and directors has been chosen to attend a 7 day 
workshop by the Royal court 27 June- 7 July 2013. The Royal Court runs long-
term play development projects in many different countries, helping to 
stimulate new writing and bringing many of these writers and plays to London 
for further work and sometimes productions. Thanks to the British Council 
which is a key collaborator and supporter of many of the Royal Court 
International programmes and is delighted to be in a position to extend this 
work to playwrights from South Africa and Zimbabwe. The aim of the 
workshop is to support each individual participant in writing a new 
contemporary play. The workshop will be designed for the needs of each 
writer, explore individual interests, and in the end each writer will be asked to 
propose an outline of a new idea for a contemporary and original play. 
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Intwasa Festival – Bushfire Festival Exchange  
Runyararo Mutandi the administrator for Intwasa Festival recently returned 
from a seven weeks ‘attachment’ with Bushfire Festival in Swaziland.  
Runya’s administrative experience with Intwasa clearly provided a strong 
foundation for her role in the lead up to and during the Bushfire festival. She 
was calm and professional and showed tremendous commitment during the 
long hours of the event. She is highly recommended! This initial foray has shed 
positive light on the benefits of this kind of initiative and would certainly be 
something we’d be happy to reciprocate and facilitate again for Bushfire 
2014. The trip was facilitated by Pamberi Trust with the support of Africalia.  
 
Introducing SCAZIM 
The Steering Committee of the Africalia funded Programme in Zimbabwe 
(SCAZIM) is a non-formal platform comprising Africalia’s three strategic 
partners in Zimbabwe. SCAZIM is mutually beneficial to the partners' 
development profiles and programmes; it creates a platform for a broader 
scope of activity and for sharing skills and resources. The prime purpose is to 
make a meaningful and positive impact in strengthening the capacity of the 
Creative Sector in Zimbabwe. Strategically, SCAZIM represents innovation in 
development relationships with enhanced “homegrown ownership” in 
project concept and design and a shared vision with Africalia. The broad 
areas of responsibility are:  
Nhimbe: theatre, advocacy, research, Bulawayo location-specific; 
Pamberi: music, poetry/comedy, literary, some youth/gender-specific, some 
festival-linkages, Harare location-specific; 
DTZ: all dance, more specifically their 3 year intensive Dance training 
programme Dance Foundation Course (DFC). 
With Africalia support during 2013 the partners have established a robust 
working approach whereby:  
 They work in close collaboration to identify, and recommend for financial 

support, upcoming events;  
 They share expertise in programme management and learn from each 

others’ strengths and weaknesses; 
 HIFA, Intwasa, Harare Carnival, Chimanimani, MACFest, Shoko Spoken 

Word festival, October Jazz festival and other festivals provide common 
platforms for the exposure and development of artists;  

 In particular, during 2013, highlights of individual partners’ achievements 
include: 

 Nhimbe on-going support to Women in Theatre (WIT), Zimbabwe Theatre 
Association (ZITA) and enrolment of 30 students in the Schools Performing 
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Arts Academy (SPAA), a 3 year programme of Saturday classes in theatre 
and staging; 

 DTZ showcased two successful shows at HIFA2013 and soon travels to 
Intwasa2013. 

 Pamberi support to the Arts Factory, Traditional Music Crossover and 
Emerging Artists to Big Stage, all of which mainstream gender and youth 
empowerment in the arts. 

 
ZiTA Launches Newsletter 

The Zimbabwe Theatre Association (ZiTA) launched a monthly. To submit news 
stories, contact Angela Baloyi on:  intern-zita@nhimbe.org  
Thanks for the newsletter which we've put on the Zimbabwe Association 
website under Home News so diasporans can see what they are missing! 
http://zimbabweassociation.org.uk 
 
Angeline Kamba attends Caine Prize Council Meeting 

Angeline Kamba is in the UK were she is attending a Council meeting of the 
Caine Prize for African Writing of which she is a member. After the meeting, 
Angeline will attend the Awards at Oxford before returning home. 
 
Call for Blog Articles  

To continue encouraging online arts advocacy on pertinent issues affecting 
the creative sector in Zimbabwe, Nhimbe | NPAAC are calling for articles of 
500 - 650 words. Themes are determined by the contributors. However, we 
encourage original and unpublished writings, which are topical, engaging 
and discerning. For terms and conditions, contact Shellin Mugoma on: 
info@nhimbe.org  
 
INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

India |Sangam House Residencies for Writers 

Sangam House in India offers an annual residency programme for writers 
from around the world. Applications are now invited for the 2013-14 season of 
residencies. The intention of Sangam House is to bring together writers from 
around the world to live and work in a safe, peaceful setting, a space made 
necessary on many levels by the world we now live in. The residency 
programs are designed for writers who have published to some acclaim but 
not yet enjoyed substantial commercial success. Sangam House seeks to give 
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writers a chance to build a solid and influential network of personal and 
professional relationships that can deepen their own work, in effect, 
expanding and diversifying literature. Sangam House believes that literature 
can and must remain a thriving force of illumination for our times. 
All applications must be received by July 31, 2013 - The application period for 
the 2013-2014 season is now open  
http://www.sangamhouse.org/the-application/ 
 

 Art + Mobility:  Call for Papers and Art Projects  

The digital journal InterArtive will publish a special issue dedicated to diverse 
aspects of the current discussion about Art and Mobility. Theorists, critics, 
curators and artists who work on the subject are invited to participate. The 
deadline is 15 July 2013.  
http://www.culturelink.org/news/network/2013/news2013-016.html 
 

International Lab for Arts Managers 

November 4 - December 2, 2013 
A four weeks intensive practical Lab at Russian Drama Theatre for creative 
and enthusiastic individuals who are curious and passionate about 
performing arts, motivated to learn and ambitious to develop their career at 
international level. The programme will be particularly relevant and valuable 
to existing arts managers and arts administrators, working in various creative 
industries, seeking further professional development, interested in finding new 
international network opportunities and collaboration - several partial 
scholarships available. The number of spots is limited. For application and 
more practical details, please send the following documents to: 
iugte.projects@gmail.com  
 Letter of motivation stating your interest in joining the Lab and detailed 

CV.  
 Latest head shot with 2-3 additional photos.  
 Any additional material describing professional experience: links to past 

projects, photo, video, reviews, articles, interviews, etc.  
 
More information: http://www.iugte.com/projects/artsmanager  
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RESOURCES  

Culture and Conflict | EUNIC Yearbook 

What kinds of external cultural policies does Europe need to embrace that 
will allow art, education and intercultural dialogue to open doors and build 
trust between communities – and help prevent conflicts around the globe? 
Culture and conflict: challenges for Europe’s foreign policy, is the new EUNIC 
Yearbook 2012/2013. 
Published by: EUNIC, Institut für Auslandsbeziehungen and the Robert Bosch 
Foundation, in cooperation with the British Council, the French Ministry for 
Foreign and European Affairs and the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation. – 
Stuttgart: ifa, 2013. – 236 S. – (Culture report; 5) (EUNIC yearbook; 2012/2013). 
It is available online in four different languages: English, French, German and 
Portuguese. 
See more at: http://culture360.org/news/culture-and-conflict-eunic 
yearbook/#sthash.mKVLEp13.dpuf http://afrifestnet.org/en/documentation  
 
Touring Artists | Artists mobility portal launched in Germany  

Touring artists, an information portal for internationally mobile artists, has been 
launched in Germany. It provides comprehensive information on 
visas/residence, transport/customs, taxes, social security, other insurances, 
and copyright for both outgoing and incoming artists. 
Through a joint project of the German Centre of the International Theatre 
Institute (ITI) and the Internationale Gesellschaft der Bildenden Künste (IGBK; 
English: International Association of Art (IAA) in Germany), these topics have 
been examined for both the performing arts and the visual arts. Touring artists 
primarily maps the circumstances, legal regulations, and administrative 
procedures in Germany – for foreign artists who work here temporarily and for 
German artists or artists who live in Germany and who work abroad for a 
limited time. It also considers the perspective of Germany-based organizers. 
See more at: 
http://culture360.org/news/touring-artists-artists-mobility-portal-launched-in-
germany/#sthash.CD3jnZ9t.dpuf 
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UNESCO to make its publications available free of charge as part 
of a new Open access policy 

Starting from July 2013, hundreds of downloadable digital UNESCO 
publications will be available to users through a new Open Access Repository 
with a multilingual interface. All new publications will be released with an 
open license. UNESCO will also seek ways to apply it retroactively. If UNESCO 
enters into special agreements with publishing partners the Open Access 
policy need not apply. Read the policy at:  
http://www.unesco.org/new/fileadmin/MULTIMEDIA/HQ/ERI/pdf/oa_policy_e
n_2.pdf 
 

Festivals Best Practice Toolkit 

Fourteen months after the official launch of the African Festivals Network in 
Accra, Ghana, the Festivals Best Practice Toolkit is now available! This 
AFRIFESTNET publication was produced with the support of twenty eight 
African festivals directors who contributed their experiences and learnings to 
the research conducted by Editor Peter Rorvik. The Toolkit was funded by the 
British Council, and managed by the AFRIFESTNET Steering Committee.  The 
purpose of the Toolkit is to strengthen the planning and organization of 
festivals in Africa.  
 
Free download in both English and French: 
http://africanartsfestivals.com/en/node/24130  
 
Albert Nyathi hosts Creative Artists Workshops in Harare and 
Bulawayo 

Albert Nyathi, the United Nations gender Champion and Zimbabwe’s 
representative to the Regional Creative Artists Advisory Council launched in 
2012, hosted workshops for artists aimed at eliminating violence against 
women and girls. The workshops were organised in support of the UN 
Secretary General’s UNiTE Campaign to end Violence against Women and 
Girls which was launched in 2008. Following the nomination and subsequent 
appointment, an induction engagement exercise was held in Johannesburg 
from 29 to 31 October, where the Regional Creative Artists Advisory Council 
was launched by The UN Regional Programme Director Ms Nomcebo 
Manzini.  
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4th Annual Broadcast Film and Music Africa Conference (BFMA) in 
Kenya 

BFMA is a two-day conference themed 'Building a world class digital media 
industry in Africa' that seeks to explore all avenues through which the 
government, stakeholders in the broadcast, film and music industry, aspiring 
artistes and scriptwriters as well as content developers can explore to 
leverage and enhance their creative talents on the world stage through the 
rapidly changing digital media. 
The 2013 conference which was held at the Kenyatta International 
Conference Centre brought together over 130 local and international experts 
making presentations, participating in panel discussions or leading training 
workshops. 
The function was attended by over 1,000 film, broadcast and content 
development professionals from Africa. 
 
Second SMC Media and Culture International Conference 2013 
(Nigeria) 

Themed “African Media and Popular Culture: a Future of Possibilities” this 
conference will run from 14 to 16 August, 2013 at the School of Media and 
Communication, Pan-African University, Lagos, Nigeria. 
 
In plural ways, the media in Africa have been central to the processes of 
(popular) cultural production and circulation on the continent and even 
beyond. The media have, therefore, been telling the continent to the world, 
imagining and re-imagining it in new and innovative ways. This process has 
been immensely helped by new media technologies such as digital and 
satellite television/radio, the internet, mobile telephony, and social media 
platforms all of which have participated actively in mediating and structuring 
the idea of the popular in African cultural studies. 
This conference, therefore, intends to negotiate the focal role of African 
media in relation to popular cultural expressions on the continent. In doing so, 
the conference seeks to interrogate the very episteme of “the popular” and 
how it embeds African media practice(s).  
Read more: 
 http://africa-and-science.com/?p=5825 
 
Nhimbe is supported by 

 


